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ABSTRACT 

Islamic education is the foundation of the establishment of 
human civilization. In Islamic society of Malay especially 

in Johor Riau, there are some forms of sciences which are 
inherited from generation to generation. It includes traditional 
Islamic education which covers the study of classic books and 
study based on manuscripts of yellow books and jawi books 
written by the theologians around Johor Riau. These books 
will reveal various disciplines of Islamic science like the book 
of fiqh, aqeeda, mysticism, sharia, muamalat, etc. In this 

long period, the process of Islamization of science emerges 
many Malay Islamic figures, the growth of Islamic sects like 
tarikat and emerges many Islamic institutions that produce 

the Islamic figures and theologians in Johor Riau which later 
spread in Indonesia and Malay territory. This elaboration will 

focus more on the traditional Islamic education in Johor Riau 

especially in the Malay territory in general. 
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1. Introduction 

I 
slam is the universal religion which comes from Allah SWT for 

all mankind. Islam gives the enlightenment to people in shaping 

civilization toward perfection which is based on the guidance 

of divine revelation, besides, it does not put aside the role of human's 

mind. The enlightenment oflslam is also experienced by the people of 

Malay territory when the spreading of Islam is started there. This effort 

results in something which can be witnessed till today because the task 

for spreading Islam is burdened to every Islamic fellows, regardless to 

the races, skin color, descendants, and positions. In the contrary, now 

all Muslims around the world consist of various races and skin colors. 

The arrival oflslam has brought a new renewal to the life of Malay 

society which is totally different from the previous society and this 

renewal is the establishment of new civilization based on Islam. In the 

era of traditional Islamic education in Johor Riau District, only in the 

government of the Raja Ali, the son of the Raja Jaafar Yang Dipertuan 

Muda Riau 81\ the religion is studied deeply. The king has built a lot of 

Islamic educational center and invites many theologians for teaching 
in Riau. He also often asks for advice to his cousins which are expert at 

religious science especially Raja Ali Haji, the son of Raja Haji Ahmad 

Ibni Raja Haji. 

2. The Problems of the Study 

Elaboration about traditional Islamic education toward Johor­

Riau district is done for understanding the development of Islam in 

Johor Riau. The influence of Raja Ali Haji has been spread vastly to 

the whole archipelago especially to the government of Johor which 

has become its "twin government': It is proved by Tumenggung Abu 

Bakar's act that sends Engku Haji and Bentara Johor to the Penyengat 
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