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THE WESTERN STEREOTYPES TO THE EASTERN IN MUSLIM 

COUNTRIES AS DEPICTED IN ZERO DARK THIRTY (2012) 

By: Eliyawati 

 

ABSTRACT 

Zero Dark Thirty (2012) is a film that recounts a long-term journey of the West, 

particularly America, pursuing Osama bin Laden in the Eastern countries, most of 

which are populated by Muslim and are assumed to have relation with al-Qaeda. 

This film portrays the Eastern, specifically Pakistan and Afghanistan, as the 

countries associated with terrorism. Moreover, Pakistan is also portrayed as an 

underdeveloped country either in intelligence, in economy, or in technology. This 

portrayal is clearly different from Kuwait, a country in West Asia, which is 

portrayed as a more developed country intelligently, economically and 

technologically. Even so, Kuwait is still under-controlled by America through its 

money. The West portrays the East in such a way to show that Western identities 

are superior and civilized. The researcher is interested in analyzing further about 

this film because it relates to the issue of Orientalism where the West are 

portrayed to be more powerful, civilized, and advanced. This study uses a 

qualitative research and applies the theory of orientalism by Edward Said to 

analyze how the Western culture forms the Eastern identity through the portrayal 

and stereotypes of the East. This research also uses film theory by Amy Villarejo 

to strengthen the portrayal of the West and the East. The result of this research 

shows that the West form their own stereotypes as a superior and civilized nation. 

Through these negative stereotypes of the East, which are often related to 

terrorism, the Eastern are also seen as the countries that are underdeveloped either 

in intelligence, in economy, or in technology. 

Keyword: West, East, terrorism, orientalism, superior, civilized 
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THE WESTERN STEREOTYPES TO THE EASTERN IN MUSLIM 

COUNTRIES AS DEPICTED IN ZERO DARK THIRTY (2012) 

By: Eliyawati 

 

ABSTRAK 

Zero Dark Thirty (2012) adalah film yang menceritakan perjalanan panjang Barat 

khususnya Amerika, untuk menemukan Osama bin laden pemimpin al-Qaeda di 

negara-negara Timur, yang memiliki mayoritas penduduk muslim yang 

diasumsikan berkaitan dengan al-Qaeda. Film ini menggambarkan Timur, 

khususnya Pakistan dan Afganistan sebagai negara yang erat kaitanya dengan 

terorisme. Selain itu, Pakistan juga digambarkan sebagai negara terbelakang 

secara kecerdasan, ekonomi, dan teknologi. Penggambaran ini jelas berbeda 

dengan Kuwait, sebuah Negara di Asia Barat, digambarkan maju secara 

kecerdasan, ekonomi dan teknologi namun dapat dikontrol Amerika melalui uang 

yang dimilikinya. Barat menggambarkan timur sedemikian rupa untuk 

menunjukkan identitas Barat yang berkuasa dan beradab. Peneliti tertarik untuk 

menganalisis lebih lanjut film ini karena terkait isu Orientalism yang 

menunjukkan bahwa Barat lebih berkuasa, beradab, dan maju. Penelitian ini 

adalah penelitian qualitatif yang menggunakan teori orientalisme yang diusung 

oleh Edward Said untuk melihat cara Barat membentuk identitas berdasarkan 

penggambaran dan stereotype timur. Penelitian ini juga menggunakan teori film 

oleh Amy Villarjo untuk memperkuat penggambaran Barat dan Timur secara 

visual.  Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa Barat membentuk streotip 

sebagai negara yang unggul dan beradab. Dengan menciptakan stereotip negatif 

terhadap Timur yang sering dikaitan dengan terorisme dan dinilai sebagai negara 

yang terbelakang baik secara pemikiran, ekonomi, maupun teknologi. 

 

Keywords: Timur, Barat, terorisme, orientalisme, superior dan beradab 
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“They cannot represent themselves: they must be represented” 

Karl Marx 



 

viii 

 

DEDICATION 

I dedicate this graduating paper to: 

 my beloved father and mother,  

my possessive brother, and 

English Literature Department of UIN Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta 



 

ix 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb. 

First of all, my greatest gratitude is only to Allah SWT who has given me 

opportunity and blessing to complete my graduation paper. Then, I would like also 

to thank to people who have helped and supported me to finish this paper. They 

are: 

1. Dr. H. Akhmad Patah , M.A.g as the Dean of Faculty of Adab and Cultural 

Science, UIN Sunan Kalijaga. 

2. Dr. Ubaidillah, S.S., M.Hum. as the Head of English Literature Department of 

Faculty of Adab and Cultural Science, UIN Sunan Kalijaga. 

3. My Academic and Research Advisor: Ulyati Retno Sari, S.S., M.Hum. Thank 

you for all of your supports, guidance, advice, and motivation from the 

beginning to the end of this process so that I finally can finish this paper.  

4.  All of the lecturers in English Literature Department, Dr. Witriani, S.S., 

M.Hum., Danial Hidayatullah, S.S., M.Hum., Jiah Fauziah M.Hum (RIP)., 

Fuad Arif Fudiyartanto, S.Pd., M.Hum., M.Ed., Dwi Margo Yuwono, S.Pd., 

M.Hum., Arif Budiman, S.S., M.A., Bambang Hariyanto, S.S., M.A., Aninda 

Aji Siwi, S.Pd., M.Pd., Harsiwi Fajar Sari, S.S., M.A., Nisa Syuhda, Rosiana 

Rizqy Wijayanti, S.S., M.A, and Febriyanti Dwiratna Lestari, S.S., M.A, 

Thank you for the knowledge, advice, and motivation. 

5. My beloved father and mother. Thank you for giving me sincere love without 

demands. 



 

x 

 

6. My beloved grandma and grandpa. Thank you for the memorable moments I 

got when I was a kid. 

7. My beloved partner, Evans Ardi Pratama. Thank you for always keeping 

promises, loving me, and making sure that I am always safe. 

8. My beloved little brother, thank you for being my friend. 

9. My friend Salsabila, thank you for staying with me when the sky is totally 

gray 

10. My friend Rosa Rosida, thank you for listening to me and solving every 

problem that I face. 

11. All of my friends in English Literature especially class A. 

12. Krengseng KKN family, thank you for all of our unforgettable experiences. 

Finally, I realize that there are many errors in writing this graduate paper. 

Therefore, I will greatly appreciate the readers who provide criticism and 

suggestions to improve this graduating paper. 

Wassalamualaikum Wr. Wb. 

 

 

Yogyakarta, 12 October 2019 

    

     

        Eliyawati 

        Student Number 15150028 



 

xi 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE ....................................................................................................................... i 

A FINAL PROJECT STATEMENT ...................................................................... ii 

NOTA DINAS ....................................................................................................... iii 

APPROVAL ........................................................................................................... iv 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................ v 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................. vi 

MOTTO ................................................................................................................ vii 

DEDICATION ..................................................................................................... viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..................................................................................... ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF FIGURES ............................................................................................. xiii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ............................................................................. 1 

1.1. Background of Study ....................................................................................... 1 

1.2. Research Question ........................................................................................... 7 

1.3. Objective of Study ........................................................................................... 7 

1.4. Significance of Study....................................................................................... 7 

1.5. Literature Review ............................................................................................ 7 

1.6. Theoretical Approach .................................................................................... 10 

1.6.1. Post-Colonial Theory .......................................................................... 10 

1.6.2. Film Theory ......................................................................................... 12 

1.7. Method of Research ....................................................................................... 14 

1.7.1. Type of Research................................................................................. 14 

1.7.2. Data Source ......................................................................................... 14 

1.7.3. Data Collection Technique .................................................................. 15 

1.7.4. Data Analysis Technique .................................................................... 15 

1.8. Paper Organization ........................................................................................ 15 

CHAPTER II THE INTRINSIC ELEMENTS ..................................................... 17 



 

xii 

 

2.1. Theme ............................................................................................................ 17 

2.2. Plot ................................................................................................................. 18 

2.3. Character and Characterization ..................................................................... 20 

2.3.1. Round Character.................................................................................. 21 

2.3.2. Flat Character ...................................................................................... 24 

2.4. Setting ............................................................................................................ 31 

2.4.1. Setting of Place ................................................................................... 32 

2.4.2. Setting of Time .................................................................................... 36 

2.4.3. Setting of Socio-Culture ...................................................................... 36 

2.5. Summary of Zero Dark Thirty ....................................................................... 39 

CHAPTER III DISCUSSION ............................................................................... 40 

3.1. The Western Domination ............................................................................... 41 

3.1.1. The Western Knowledge ..................................................................... 42 

3.1.2. Western Power in Eastern Country ..................................................... 50 

3.2. Western Authority .......................................................................................... 56 

3.2.1. The Cruelty of the East and the Kindness of the West ........................ 57 

3.2.2. The Underdeveloped Easterners and the Developed Westerners ....... 66 

3.2.3. The Disorder of the Easterners and the Tidiness of the Westerners .... 72 

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSION............................................................................. 74 

4.1. Conclusion ..................................................................................................... 74 

4.2. Suggestion ...................................................................................................... 75 

REFERENCES ...................................................................................................... 76 

CURRICULUM VITAE ....................................................................................... 79 

 



 

xiii 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Fig. 1 Maya's first interrogation ............................................................................ 22 

Fig. 2 Maya ........................................................................................................... 22 

Fig. 3 Daniel .......................................................................................................... 24 

Fig. 4 Amar ........................................................................................................... 26 

Fig. 5 The guard brings the prisoner (Amar) Arabic food on the table  ............... 26 

Fig. 6 Jessica ......................................................................................................... 28 

Fig. 7 Bradley ........................................................................................................ 29 

Fig. 8 George ......................................................................................................... 30 

Fig. 9 Ghul ............................................................................................................ 30 

Fig. 10 Faraj .......................................................................................................... 31 

Fig. 11 Pakistan ..................................................................................................... 32 

Fig. 12 Street Conditions in London ..................................................................... 33 

Fig. 13 Kuwait ....................................................................................................... 34 

Fig. 14 Southern Nevada ....................................................................................... 35 

Fig. 15 Afghanistan ............................................................................................... 36 

Fig. 16 Mosque ..................................................................................................... 37 

Fig. 17 Traffic in Pakistan ..................................................................................... 38 

Fig. 18 Amar interrogation .................................................................................... 43 

Fig. 19 Maya reports her interrogation ................................................................. 44 

Fig. 20 Bradley gives Maya information .............................................................. 47 

Fig. 21 Meeting with CIA director ........................................................................ 49 

Fig. 22 Al Qaeda financier interrogation in Pakistan ............................................ 51 



 

xiv 

 

Fig. 23 Al Qaeda financier gets mental torture in interrogation ........................... 52 

Fig. 24 A deal with Lamborghini dealership in Kuwai ......................................... 54 

Fig. 25 Terrorist Attack in Marriott Hotel 2008 ................................................... 58 

Fig. 26 Maya loses her friend ................................................................................ 60 

Fig. 27 Maya is a victim of two unknown Pakistani ............................................. 61 

Fig. 28 Maya Kindness to terrorist ........................................................................ 62 

Fig. 29 Maya nationalism ...................................................................................... 63 

Fig. 30 Maya wants to save Pakistan from terrorist .............................................. 64 

Fig. 31 Traffic Conditions in Pakistan .................................................................. 66 

Fig. 32 Pakistan's traditional market condition ..................................................... 68 

Fig. 33 Call Center in Pakistan ............................................................................. 69 

Fig. 34 Maya talking with Jack on telephone ....................................................... 70 

Fig. 35 Monitoring room ....................................................................................... 71 

Fig. 36 Bus situation in Pakistan ........................................................................... 72 

Fig. 37 Maya checks before entering the American embassy ............................... 73 



 

1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1.  Background of Study 

 

Literature is a kind of written work. It refers to writing that persistently 

and provocatively can engage with uncanny aspects of experience, thought, and 

feeling. Literature is a form that manifests the representation of human life 

(Andrew and Nicholas, 2004: 35). Thereby, literature is more than valuable 

because it can be one of the media used to convey issues that occur in the real 

world. These issues usually concern with politics, religion, and history which have 

reached wide audiences.  

Literature is able to construct or to generate cultural issues and cultural 

values in a text through representation. Literary representation aims to spread 

norms and values that are generally acceptable in society (Zapf, Hubert: 2001:17). 

The relation between literature and media has admirable and corrupted 

representation of the characters that trigger the readers‟ moral reasoning because 

the literature is able to display both fascinating and frightening representations to 

convey believable values (Sibylle, Grabes and Ansgar, 2009:3). Therefore, 

literature becomes interesting because it is easier to influence audience‟s point of 

view. Especially, it is a kind of literature that has been developed into visual form, 

called film. 

Film is one of the most powerful literature works that can make audience 

able to identify basic characteristics of a certain group based on what they see and 

believe. Film represents human life clearly and shows visualization to achieve a 
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perfect representation of reality through image, sound, photography, and 

cinematography (Bazin, 1967). Besides the film element, there are intrinsic 

elements of film such as theme, plot, character or characterization, and setting 

which can strengthen a film to be similar to the real event. The reality in a film is 

also reinforced by the role of director who presents the story.  

The researcher chooses film as the object of study to see the value 

conveyed by the director. Moreover, there is a film made on the basis of a true 

story related to a problem or history, for example, a film about 9/11 attacks on 

the World Trade Center in 2001. Although it is based on the actual data, the film 

is still a fiction because the story has been changed by the director to give a 

certain meaning (Adi, 2016:24). 

The kind of film that recounts about terrorism is Zero Dark Thirty film. 

This film is directed by an American named Kathryn Bigelow. Zero Dark Thirty 

film recounts the events that occurred two years after 9/11. It tells about Maya as 

CIA analyst pursuing bin Laden as al-Qaeda leader in Muslim-dominated 

countries, such as Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Kuwait. Maya is an agent trusted 

by Washington DC as a “killer”. She is assigned specifically to solve the problem 

of terrorism in Pakistan. She does everything she can to protect her homeland 

(America) by digging up information about the leader of al-Qaeda from the 

terrorists. 

From her interrogation she believes that Abu Ahmed is a person who has 

relationship with bin Laden, and he can only be found in Pakistan, “I‟m not 

going to find Abu Ahmed from D.C (Zero Dark Thirty 00:45:17 00:45:30). In her 
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interrogation, a terrorist says that after 9/11 he needs to choose between "protect 

homeland or fight". Then, he chooses to fight and kills the Americans. 

Furthermore, the terrorist also gives the name of Abu Ahmed, someone who 

works for bin Laden as a messenger between Mukhtar and bin Laden. In his 

letter, bin Laden asks Muhtar to continue performing jihad for hundreds of years. 

The word jihad used by terrorist is very sensitive to the issue of terrorism 

and Islam in both films and the real world. Jihad is now associated with a 

Muslim who is being cruel, defying humanity, and killing civilians. Edward Said 

explains the definition of jihad through Massignon‟s book entitled I„Occident 

Devant I „Orient: Primate Dune Solution Culturelle. He claims that jihad in Islam 

has an intellectual dimension whose mission is to fight against Christ and Jews as 

enemies from outside and against disbelief as enemies from within. Jihad 

symbolizes orthodox Islamic society. Besides, jihad is described as a terrorist 

attack according to Christianity and Judaism (Edward Said, 1976:268). As 

portrayals in Zero Dark Thirty film, Islam is described as a religion that is 

synonymous with terrorism and hatred of American and non-Muslims. 

Through Maya representation, the director represents her as a victim of the 

terrorist attack. Maya represents someone in a tense during a bomb attack at the 

Marriott hotel 2008 in Pakistan, represents someone who loses a colleague in a 

suicide bomb attack in Camp Chapman Afghanistan, and represents an American 

who becomes a terrorist victim of racism in Pakistan. From some of these 

attacks, Eastern demography is portrayed as dangerous and a source of terrorism 
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for Westerners living or just visiting. Therefore, non-Muslims and Westerners 

are placed as the target of terrorism.  

From the explanation above how Muslims are portrayed as terrorists and 

how Muslim dominated countries are portrayed as a source of terrorism make the 

researcher interested in analyzing the terrorism film because this film contains a 

stereotype. Stereotype is a way to simplify something complex and gives an 

assessment of groups based on where they are categorized and it is considered 

capable to influence audiences (Schweinitz, 2010:277).  

The stereotype of a group or a race placed as a suffering and bad person is 

a way of superior group to give a false belief. Western creates a negative 

impression toward Islam that is often related to terrorism and it aims to spread two 

hegemonic ideas. According to Said “There are two aspects that become the main 

characteristic of Western imaginative geography. First, Western is superior nation 

and is clever in thoughts while Eastern is far from it. Second, the East is always 

shown as a source of disaster (Said 1979:57). Producing a false belief of Eastern 

is a way of Western to refuse the greatness of Islam by underestimating what 

Islam has achieved, so they propagate Islam as a terror religion. 

There is a history of Islam in the past. According to Said, in his book 

entitled ‟Orientalism”, wherever and whenever Islam was involved, Europe 

always feels dread. After the death of the prophet Muhammad in 632 M, the 

military, cultural and religious hegemony of Islam grew rapidly. Started from 

Persia, Syria, Egypt, Turkey and North Africa, all of the countries fell into the 
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hands of Muslims. In the VIII and IX centuries, Spain, Sicily and most of France 

were conquered. In XIII and XIV centuries, Islam came to power in India, 

Indonesia and China. Against this extraordinary conquest, Europe could only 

respond with fear. There is no reason Islam is symbolized as terror and deserves 

to be hated. For Europe, Islam is a long lasting trauma. Until the end of the XVII 

century, "the threat of the Turks (Ottomans) continued to lurk in Europe and 

became an eternal danger for all Christian (Said 1979:59). 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher believes there is a 

relationship between the history and the present circumstances that influence the 

director to form Western stereotype. Said said in his book (1979:23), “the 

combined perspective in studying orientalism textually tends to be historical and 

anthropological because he believes all texts are worldly and influenced by the 

environment that gave birth to them”. Zero Dark Thirty film was created by the 

Western to form Western stereotype. Therefore, this research attempts to focus on 

the Western domination over the East shown by Orientalism. Orientalism is 

European culture that gains the strength and forms the Eastern stereotype by 

establishing the Western identity (Edward Said, 1979:3). 

The Eastern world, also known as the East, refers to various nations 

(North, Southeast, and Middle East, Central Asia, South Asia). Meanwhile, 

Western world refers to (Europe, Australia, and America). The boundary between 

east and west is more historical rather than geographical. There is no rule in 

grouping East and West, for example Australia, which is classified as Western 

because of the "whiteness" it has, not because of its geography in the east. The 
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grouping of nation race is based on the background of nation such as culture, 

politics, religion and economy (Lee, Joanna, and Barbara, 2001:46) 

This research is necessary because it sees something differently. Western 

intentionally forms the Eastern negative stereotype not only through terrorist but 

also through the East geography itself. This film portrays the Southern Asia 

(Pakistan, Afghanistan) differently from Western Asia (Kuwait) but has same 

negative stereotype. Pakistan is mostly shown in the bad situation. One of them is 

in the depiction of a market that is not only dirty and unorganized but is also 

crowded with a lot of wandering people. Moreover, Pakistan is portrayed as a 

country that is identical to the arteries of the mosque, and the traffic seems 

chaotic with the condition of vehicles that are unorganized too. From the 

explanation Pakistan portrayed Muslim-dominated countries as underdeveloped 

in economic, intellectual, and technology.  

Different from Pakistan that is described as an underdeveloped country, 

Kuwait is described as a developed country with its sophisticated city. However, 

Kuwait is still represented negatively because there is a Muslim leader. In a 

nightclub, with women and music, one of these leaders is described as someone 

being bribed. On the other hand, London, depicted as a country attacked by the 

terrorists, is a country that looks orderly with the organized, clean, and quiet 

traffic added with the luxurious European architecture.  

This graduating paper sees Western identity as superior and civilized 

nation through Eastern stereotype as a source of terrorism. Even though terrorist 

is Muslim and bin Laden was killed in Pakistan, this film is still fiction that has 
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the role of director to form Orientalism by establishing the portrayal and 

stereotype of Eastern. 

1.2.  Research Question 

How is the Western represented in Maya‟s view towards the East in 

Pakistan, Afghanistan and Kuwait through the portrayal and stereotype in the Zero 

Dark Thirty film? 

1.3.  Objective of Study 

Based on the problem statement, this research aims to explain the Western 

stereotype toward the East, especially in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Kuwait as 

Muslim-dominated countries as seen in Zero Dark Thirty film. 

1.4. Significance of Study 

The significance of this research is to present to people that the stereotype 

of the West still exists until now even after the death of bin Laden. Negative 

stereotype of Islam is not only constructed through Muslim as a terrorist but also 

through the East as Muslim-dominated country. 

1.5. Literature Review 

Literature review is done to compare and contrast one research with other 

researches either from the theory or from the film chosen. The first research 

entitled Military Orientalism at the Cineplex: A Postcolonial reading of Zero 

Dark Thirty was written in 2014. This research is about the differences in military 

orientalism. The researcher, Morouf A. Hasian, applies post-colonial theory to 

describe the military and the importance of orientalism in communication science. 
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The results of his research in the form of military orientalism are used to promote 

the idea of western superiority by treating the geographic location. 

The second literature review was written in 2016 by Hadeel Alhumaydhi, 

a Master of Arts of English, at Bowie State University, United States of America. 

The title of his research is “After Terror: The Continued Negative Portrayals of 

Islamic and Middle Eastern Identities in Contemporary Media after the Death of 

Osama bin Laden”. Specifically, this thesis focused its analysis on the Muslim-

terrorism association using four media constructions after the death of Osama bin 

Laden: First, the Zero Dark Thirty film (2012). This also provides a fictionalized 

account of how Bin laden was located and assassinated by the Central Intelligence 

Agency. Second, the portrayal of Middle Eastern conflicts in the American Sniper 

(2014). Third, the news coverage of the Boston Marathon Bombings in 2013. 

Fourth, the fifth season of the television series Homeland (2011-Present) and its 

constructions. He analyzed four media constructions with Orientalism framework 

by Edward said, tackling the problem of an emerging new strategy toward 

negatively portrayed Islam and Middle Eastern peoples. By recognizing points 

where the image of the Muslim is constructing human in a complex way, these 

portrayals were used as orientation toward improving the portrayal of Muslims in 

the future. The conclusion to show orientalism in the future is to emphasize 

American humanity at the expense of inhuman Muslims and easterners. The Zero 

Dark Thirty, American sniper, and Homeland films need to emphasize the victims 

of terrorist attack in America. 
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The third literature review was written in 2017 by Marloes Veldhausz, a 

North American Student of Radboud University in Netherland entitled 

Constructing Islamophobia: Hollywood”. The case of studies took the following 

films: The Hurt Locker, Zero Dark Thirty, and American Sniper. He analyzed the 

films with the theoretical framework focusing on key literature regarding 

stereotypes (Richard Dyer), Othering (Jack G. Shaheen; Stephen Harold Riggins), 

and orientalism (Edward W. Said) to represent Islamophobia. Then, in the 

analysis he concluded that the film focused on the events of the 9/11 attacks and 

the ideological marker in the film further strengthened Islamophobia. 

In the first literature review, the Zero Dark Thirty film is used to discuss 

the orientalism from the military side to promote the idea of western superiority in 

communication science. In the second study, the researcher analyzed orientalism 

through Maya’s Personal Struggle as Justification for Apathy; the focus on 

torture committed to terrorist was the truth because America acted as the victim. 

The third study of Islamophobia in Zero Dark Thirty film is illustrated through the 

character of the West and terrorists controlled by the West. Islamophobia is 

formed from the interrogation of terrorist and western which displays torture ,thus 

causing discrimination for Muslim.  

The last is the literature review written by Alfi Ramadahni, an English 

Literature student of UIN Sunan Kalijaga, Yogyakarta. The research was entitled 

"Western Streotype Through Eastern Representation as seen in the film Eat Pray 

Love: Post-Colonial Study" (2018) and focuses on the western domination and 

authority over the East in the Eat, Pray, Love film. The research uses the theory of 
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orientalism and film to see the Western way of dominating, restructuring, and 

having authority over the orient. The result shows that the Eat Pray Love film 

orientalism makes a western stereotype of the East which has a simple thought 

and does not have any authority over the West while the West is described to have 

knowledge and power in the West or the East. 

From four previous studies, the researcher chooses the same object, Zero 

Dark Thirty, and analyzes it using Post-Colonialism theory which focuses on the 

orientalism theory proposed by Edward Said. This research is expected to 

strengthen the previous researches because it also uses the film theory. The reason 

why the researcher chooses the same theory and the same object is to prove that in 

the Zero Dark Thirty film orientalism theory can be used from all directions.  

From what have been reviewed above, although orientalism theory has 

been discussed by previous researchers, the position of the researcher is different 

in this study. The researcher applies the theory of orientalism to see the Western 

way create the stereotype through the Eastern representation. 

1.6. Theoretical Approach 

1.6.1. Post-Colonial Theory 

The researcher selects the post-colonial theory because this study 

discusses power and domination between the West and the East. This research 

uses Orientalism approach because the setting of place in Zero Dark Thirty film 

contains Western point of view as a colonial state. 
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Post-colonial theory is developed by raising various evidences of the real 

result of colonialism, politics and culture. The theory discusses binary opposition 

between the West and the East, which constructs the country based on the history 

of the colonial state and the colonized state (Mooren: 2000). The theory explores 

the fundamental differences between colonizing countries and colonized countries 

in addressing the direction of culture. 

The Binary is extremely useful to construct the West as superior country, a 

described country with universal truth. Meanwhile, the Eastern country is depicted 

as an underdeveloped, weak, and immoral country. Binary is built to strengthen 

the stereotype of the West that is more superior than the East. Giving rise 

relationship between the West and the East is a power and domination with 

various hegemony rates (Edward Said, 1979:5). According to Said, the word 

“Orient” is deliberately made to see the power possessed by the West. It 

systematically regulates eastern, military, economic, and imaginative politics. 

Said argued that in order to fully understand the emergence of the „West‟ as a 

structure and a system. It is necessary to recognize that the colonized „Orient‟ has 

„helped to define Europe as its contrasting image, idea, personality, and 

experience‟ (Said 1978: 2). 

Western culture forms identity through the East into a culture known as 

orientalism. “Orientalism” is western style for dominating, restructuring, and 

having authority over the orient (Edward Said, 1979: 3). The colonialist country 

deliberately studies the East to get knowledge about the East and form the Eastern 

identities, then, produce an unfair representation of the East. Belfour said, 
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“Having knowledge of an object means having dominance and authority over it” 

(Said 1979:32). 

In this study the researcher uses the term stereotype as the result of 

representation between the West and East. According to oxford dictionary, 

stereotypes are images or ideas that are widely held but simplified from certain 

types or objects. Stereotypes are everywhere including race or group, culture, and 

gender. Stereotype approach is related to social groups. According to Shleife, this 

approach views stereotype as false generalizations and insults characteristic 

group, and reflects prejudices that underlie stereotype (2016:3). A group or race is 

placed as a suffering and bad person, a ruling group way of giving a false belief. 

1.6.2. Film Theory  

To support the main theory, the researcher also applies another theory 

called film theory. This aims to show the reality of representation clearly in the 

film, and audiences as both reader and analyzer detail the important elements in 

the film based on Mis-en-scenen and cinematography by Villarejo (2006:26).  

These two terms are significant for understanding how film demands attention and 

audience response (Villarejo: 11). Moreover, Villarejo also added that there are 

seven techniques in cinematography camera that can be analyzed in terms of the 

distance between the camera and the object (38): 

a. The extreme long shot (ELS), which distinguishes the human figure; 

b. The long shot (LS), which human is distinguishable but remains by the 

background; 
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c. The medium long shot (MLS) which the human is framed from the 

knees to upper body; 

d. The medium shot (MS) which moves in slightly to frame the human 

from the waist to the top of body; 

e. The medium close-up (CU) which slightly closer sees human from 

chest to head; 

f.  The close up (CU) which isolates a portion of human face; 

g. The extreme close up (ECU) which sees face portion more. 

In addition to forming reality representation, beside Mise-en-scene, the 

researcher also uses six other elements such as settings, lighting, costumes, make-

up, and figure behavior. These elements are very helpful for analyzing why 

images have settings with light shots, figure behavior, hairstyles, and make up to 

see the representation of the West and the East. 

In this research the researcher also uses the height of the camera to 

examine what the director wants to convey from taking a shot. There are two 

types of camera height: 

a. Low angle shot is the position of the camera and lens below the neutral 

point and shoot from low angle up to person or action (Roy Thompson, 

2009 :42) 

b. High angle shot is the position of the camera and lens upward to the 

neutral point and shoot from a high angle up to person or action (Roy 

Thompson,2009 :41) 
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In this research the researcher also examines the type of camera angle to 

read the film more thoroughly. There are two types of camera angle that the 

researcher uses: 

a. Objective angle is when the camera angle does not represent anyone; 

the audience is not involved and at the same time the character does not 

feel there is a camera 

b. Over-the-Shoulder (OTS) angle is when the camera gets to peek over 

the shoulder of the main character and assumes a point of view like the 

character  (Roy Thompson,2009 :38) 

1.7. Method of Research 

1.7.1. Type of Research 

According to Denzin and Lincoln, qualitative methods study phenomena 

based on natural things and try to interpret the meaning brought by people to them 

(2005:3). This research uses Qualitative method by finding out the relations 

among the data referring to the representation of the West and the East by 

utilizing the theory of Orientalism as an explanatory problem. In this research, the 

researcher compares the two data based on western and eastern representation to 

see what the director wants to convey to audiences 

1.7.2. Data Source 

This research uses the Zero Dark Thirty film as the primary data source. 

Data used is based on the descriptions that represent the problem of orientalism 
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that acts as an orient and an occident. The data are taken from pictures, scripts, 

and acts in the Zero Dark Thirty film which represent the orientalism issues. The 

secondary data sources of this research are collected from books, previous 

researches, and journals related to the representation and orientalism, and these 

sources aim to strengthen the argument stated by the researcher. 

1.7.3. Data Collection Technique 

There are several steps conducted by the researcher to collect the data. 

First, reading the film to understand the intrinsic elements such as theme, plot, 

character and characterization, and setting. Second, collecting the data based on 

Orientalism theory; the scene must represent three aspects namely (domination, 

restructuring, and authority). Third, the researcher also adds the scene and 

dialogues from the film to make the data more detailed. 

1.7.4. Data Analysis Technique 

The data analysis technique is correlating data and theories. In this 

research, the researcher makes an analysis with Orientalism theory and film 

theory. The Orientalism theory is to reinforce the Orientalism issues represented 

through scenes, dialogues, sounds, and settings. Furthermore, the film theory is 

applied to convey meaning through the images displayed.  

1.8. Paper Organization 

This graduating paper consists of four chapters. The first chapter consists 

of background of the study, research question, significance of the study, literature 



16 

 

 

review, theoretical approach, method of the research, and paper organization. The 

second chapter explains the intrinsic element in the Zero Dark Thirty film such as 

theme, plot, characters and characterization, setting, social condition and 

summary. The third chapter discusses about the Orientalism portrayed through 

two variables: western domination and western authority. Then, the last chapter 

conveys the conclusions and suggestion.    
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION 

4.1. Conclusion 

 

This research aims to show that the Zero Dark Thirty film contains the 

Western stereotypes toward the East, especially with the presence of countries 

dominated by Muslim populations such as Pakistan, Kuwait and Afghanistan. 

Maya visited these countries to study and discover terrorists until finally the 

person who plays an important role in the history of terrorism, bin Laden, is 

found in Pakistan. The emergence of the Western stereotypes toward the East is 

identified by comparing the way how Maya sees the East when she is in the East 

and how the director forms the Western stereotype through the Eastern 

representation. 

There are many things that can be found after analyzing the Zero Dark 

Thirty film with the theory of orientalism. The researcher found that in the Zero 

Dark Thirty film, Maya as a western character is more dominant than the 

Easterner. The first dominance shown is based on the Western knowledge about 

the East that exceeds the Eastern itself. Western knowledge about the East is very 

broad, logical, and detailed. Because of the knowledge, the West has power over 

the East especially in power, money, and military. 

The second, through Western authority, the East is described 

underdeveloped in thought, economy, and technology. The East is a source of 

disaster. The Easterners are depicted as immoral terrorists and hate Americans as 



75 

 

 

well as non-Muslims for no apparent reason. Pakistanis especially is described as 

the people who dislike white people who live in or visit Pakistan. The Eastern 

countries, which are dominated by Muslim population, are described as a country 

that is related to terrorism. 

 From the explanation above, the researcher concludes that the director as 

the Westerner plays an important role in shaping negative Eastern stereotype and 

developing Western stereotype as a civilized and superior nation. The West looks 

still more dominant everywhere than the East. 

4.2. Suggestion 

 The researcher realized that this research is far from perfect. This research 

only uses the theory of orientalism to recognize orientalism as the way how the 

West forms the stereotype of a civilized and superior nation through the setting of 

place. For further researches, the researcher suggests to analyze the Zero Dark 

Thirty film by focusing on the aspects of Islamophobia in the East by using the 

theory of orientalism and film theory to see how the director forms Islamophobia 

in the East. 
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