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Abstract: The period of Sultan Agung (1613-1645) is seen
as the golden era of Mataram-Islam thanks to its various
achievements in military, political, socio-cultural, and
religious aspects while, in fact, the Kingdom was facing
grave challenges both internally and externally including the
fragmentation of Java into many conflicting small
kingdoms, the dominance of VOC in Batavia, the threat of
social fragmentation due to the divided stances between
those keeping a Hindu culture and those adopting an
Islamic worldview, as well as the penchant for rebellion
among the noblemen in the conquered areas. This article
asks the question of what kinds of politics and praxis the
Kingdom of Mataram-Islam carried out in the midst of
such grave challenges that it achieved a golden age. The
result shows that the Kingdom founded its political vision
of the unification of Java by strengthening the Javanese-
Islamic identity in the midst of the Javanese Muslims who
were clinging to the Javanese-Hindu tradition. The praxis it
carried out included waging wars against the neighboring
powers, sending two major expeditions against the VOC in
Batavia, marrying the royal family members off to the
rulers of the conquered regions, and synthesizing Islamic
worldview and Javanese culture.

Keywords: Mataram-Islam Kingdom, Sultan Agung,
unification of Java, Javanese-Islam identity
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3 Soedjipto Abimanyu, Kitab Terlengkap Sejarah Mataram: Seluk Beluk Berdirinya Kesultanan
Yogyakarta dan Kesunanan Surakarta (Yogyakarta: Saufa, 2015), p. 5.
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Surakarta dan Kesultanan Yogyakarta,” (Bachelor thesis, Adab Faculty, UIN Sunan
Kalijaga Yogyakarta, 2010), pp. 2-4.
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2011), p. 21.
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270 JOURNAL OF INDONESIAN ISLAM
VOLUME 11, NUMBER O1, JUNE 2017



The Politics of Mataram Kingdom during the Reign of Sultan Agung

Raden Mas ) dps osle by 5 SlspSsls clally ligins Glesaild 2ay
sasm 083 Y oSy (Martapura) bsiile 5l Chgymall i (Wuryah
ALl Y e dpagll elaf el ALy agy 8 L Cuaidl 15— i
Sl oVsed s lall Gl iy sl bl IS Bl g Ssa
A ad o€ el el o pelad e lold) GG Load ey AU
CEN S all) Gl sa gl Glaludl o) Joi o WalSaly 13) L aSleall oSy
the ) whadll s Gl o gn oS alibe L) Al
G i Lol ey Talal) Al DY) Gn Sssl) (Reconciler
ousihll eling Siaie aie Cyal)l b Cagu 3 " OLY) ol 0pe
D alag saall 4l
G Aaly e ALl ol il misal Ul ae Ly b
Lls A8l sgla (e i e eins Lsin ol Bsla e L catial
Aley Lol ASLeall 4y caad culS Sl A5 Bola  dawd gl 3Ll
lllas bl olugy (g 0w cliindy cloail 38 gmilals Ldlay) ASledlly
calile adlay) ASledl dgalsal (Surabaya) "Lblysw ASled) 30l " cias
3 Apadu e ilS alile dSleall dpaY) Cagylall ol Jsl el
"G Al ) i3 e clDEDU e laa) S AV e
Aleall lgans) A8 ASLaa Bla By (30 Cpll ol (8 Linay "Llygus il
Gt i A ASLee @by 3yl 4 Lads .(Blambangan) oleludl
(Gresik) S 3 (Giri) xS Ll alull ag " syl ol 4l
S GlSlas cllia ,cpall dea oy (AA Bl (8 e8] A3l 8 02

8 De Graaf, Puncak Keknasaan Mataram, pp. 27-28.

o M. C. Ricklefs, Mystic Synthesis in Java: A History of Islamization from the Fourteenth to the
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