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LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS USED IN DJ KHALED’S SELECTED

SONG LYRICS IN KHALED KHALED ALBUM

By: Hardina Kurniati

ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the function of language in DJ Khaled’s selected song
lyrics in Khaled Khaled album that has not been previously analyzed. The songs
are “Thankful,” “Let It Go,” “This Is My Year,” and “Sorry Not Sorry.” The Islamic
integration and interconnection exist, as evidenced by the album cover depicting
Khaled performing a prayer posture and the inclusion of “Allah” as one of the
album's contributors. Despite the fact of the Islamic aspects in the songs, there are
some criticisms from other Muslims. The songs in the album are considered too
vulgar and it does not have Islamic values. Nevertheless, as a comparison in the
song “Let It Go,” there are the lyrics “I'll let it go if you say that you love me, that
sh*t better show (On God)”. The two highlighted words have negative and positive
connotations. This proves that there are contradictions that can be studied in terms
of language to find the function in each of the lyrics. A function can be interpreted
as a representation related to the image that the songwriter wants to convey to the
reader or connoisseur of the song. Based on this statement, the researcher decided
to look at the function of the language being used. Consequently, this research aims
to determine the types of language functions used in the object as well as its most
dominant function. As seen by the interpretation in the form of document studies
and percentage charts, the results are enriched by a combination of triangulation
techniques and descriptive qualitative methods. The data triangulation technique
was utilized in this research to collect data from the researcher’s interpretation,
annotations from music observers, and Google and YouTube as the ultimate source
of confirmation. The method aimed to rely on data, organize data, classify data,
identify the signs that can be gleaned from the data, and select a subject or object
to provide to readers. Lastly, the results from the four selected songs revealed the
following functions: referential (30.2%), emotive (52.8%), conative (5%), phatic
(2.5%), metalingual (4.3%), and poetic (5.3%). It can be stated that each lyric can
serve one, two, or even no function. Meanwhile, the most dominant function of this
object is emotive.

Keywords: Song Lyrics, Khaled Khaled Album, Language Functions, Islamic
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FUNGSI BAHASA YANG DIGUNAKAN DI LIRIK LAGU PILIHAN

KARYA DJ KHALED DALAM ALBUM KHALED KHALED

Oleh: Hardina Kurniati

INTISARI

Penelitian ini menganalisis fungsi bahasa dalam lirik lagu pilihan DJ Khaled
dalam album Khaled Khaled yang belum pernah dianalisis sebelumnya. Lagu-
lagunya adalah ““Thankful”, “Let It Go”, “This Is My Year”, dan “Sorry Not Sorry”.
Integrasi dan interkoneksi Islam ada, terbukti dengan sampul album yang
menggambarkan Khaled melakukan posisi berdoa dan penyertaan “Allah” sebagai
salah satu kontributor album. Terlepas dari aspek keislaman dalam lagu-lagu
tersebut, ada beberapa kritik dari umat Islam lainnya. Lagu-lagu dalam album
tersebut dinilai terlalu vulgar dan tidak memiliki nilai-nilai Islami. Namun sebagai
pembanding di lagu “Let It Go” terdapat lirik “T'll let it go if you say that you love
me, that sh*t better show (On God)”. Dua kata yang disorot memiliki konotasi
negatif dan positif. Hal ini membuktikan bahwa terdapat kontradiksi yang dapat
dikaji dari segi bahasa untuk menemukan fungsi dalam setiap liriknya. Sebuah
fungsi dapat diartikan sebagai representasi yang berkaitan dengan citra yang ingin
disampaikan pencipta lagu kepada pembaca atau penikmat lagu. Berdasarkan
pernyataan tersebut, peneliti memutuskan untuk melihat fungsi bahasa yang
digunakan. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menentukan jenis fungsi
bahasa yang digunakan dalam objek serta fungsi yang paling dominan. Dilihat dari
interpretasi berupa studi dokumen dan grafik persentase, hasilnya diperkaya dengan
kombinasi teknik triangulasi dan metode kualitatif deskriptif. Teknik triangulasi
data digunakan dalam penelitian ini untuk mengumpulkan data dari interpretasi
peneliti, anotasi dari pengamat musik, serta Google dan YouTube sebagai sumber
konfirmasi utama. Metode tersebut bertujuan untuk mengandalkan data, mengatur
data, mengklasifikasikan data, mengidentifikasi tanda-tanda yang dapat
dikumpulkan dari data, dan memilih subjek atau objek untuk diberikan kepada
pembaca. Terakhir, hasil dari empat lagu terpilih mengungkapkan fungsi sebagai
berikut: referensial (30,2%), emotif (52,8%), konatif (5%), fatis (2,5%),
metalingual (4,3%), dan puitis (5,3%). Dapat dikatakan bahwa setiap lirik dapat
melayani satu, dua, atau bahkan tanpa fungsi. Sedangkan fungsi yang paling
dominan dari objek ini adalah emotif.

Kata Kunci: Lirik Lagu, Album Khaled Khaled, Fungsi Bahasa, Islami
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Language is the closest tool and medium for human life. The definition of
language itself is a tool to convey or get messages from communication. Language
is also a medium for expressing awareness, not just transferring information
(Rabiah, 2012, p. 1). According to Chandler (2007, p. 5), language is central and
most significant among all human semiotic systems. Basically, Chaer and Agustina
(as cited in Rabiah, 2012, p. 3) stated that language is a general term for any
elaborate communication system made up of words and sentences that, when
combined, can produce utterances with infinitely many possible variations. Through
language, all forms of communication can be bridged to all directions and various
parties.

Regarding the function of language in conveying messages, language also
has other functions with different purposes and uses. The functions of language
include providing information, delivering messages, expressing sentiments,
persuading people, entertaining them, and exchanging viewpoints (Trudgill, 1974,
p. 99). Language is an expression that can be classified as observations, thoughts,
feelings, and needs. Language as an observation means a report of sensory
experiences or memories, a thought means a conclusion about or judgment of
experiences and observations, a feeling means communicating emotions, and a need

means stating wants or requesting help or support (McKay et al., 2009, pp. 36-38).



The importance of knowing the function of a language is intended to deepen the

further meaning contained in the communication.

Communication in this case can be established through the intermediary of
a song. According to Hornby (as cited in Susanta, 2015, p. 9), a song is a piece of
music with lyrics that are sung by a singer. Song lyrics as an object can be found in
various types and forms of research. According to Hornby (2000, p. 802), song
lyrics are a set of words addressed to the listener in describing someone's emotions
and thoughts, and the lyrics of a song are related to the vocal delivery. The
researcher considered that song lyrics are the most convenient medium for
expressing the emotions, desires, and experiences of songwriters. In expressing their
experiences, the songwriters usually apply puns or language style, so listeners are
carried away by sometimes forgetting the meaning behind the song's lyrics. In
connection with the frequent ignorance of listeners and readers regarding the
message contained in a song lyric, in general, everything has its indication of the
problem. This depends on the point of view used to see it. In this case, the researcher
is interested in using her point of view to see the problems in Khaled Mohamed
Khaled's work.

Khaled Mohamed Khaled or better known as DJ Khaled was born in New
Orleans, Louisiana, on November 26, 1975, to Palestinian parents who had
relocated to the United States. He is a record producer, Disc Jockey (DJ), record
label executive, and songwriter. He is one of the figures who made a major
contribution to the American music scene. Since 2006, he has released over ten

studio albums, including Grateful (2017), which yielded his first number-one hit



I'm the One, and Father of Asahd (2019). As a music producer, he has worked
with numerous world-renowned musicians such as Jay-Z, Mariah Carey, Beyoncé,
Justin Bieber, Nicki Minaj, etc. However, before he was known to the world as
famous as he is now by his current stage name, he went by his first moniker Arab
Attack. Khaled has revealed that he originally referred to his music as an “attack
with music,” but the name was quickly altered following the 9/11 tragedy. DJ
Khaled (Heeb Magazine, 2008) revealed the reason for his stage name change with
the statement “I’m not one of those ignorant people. I’m a positive person. I’m not
going to use that name anymore. It wasn’t respectful to the people that went
through some stuff.” DJ Khaled also stated through an interview on the Apple
Music YouTube channel (aired on May 13, 2021) that when you look at him, you
see "God's Child" and "The Sunlight". As a final observation, even though DJ
Khaled was born in the western world, he has never forgotten the teachings of
Islam that he adheres to. This is evident from several Islamic-related activities that
he uploads to social media and from some of the songs he has composed.

In this instance, the researcher decided to analyze the song lyrics in DJ
Khaled's twelfth aloum released on April 30, 2021, which is named Khaled
Khaled. One of the things that catch the eye of this album is the cover image. The
album cover features DJ Khaled kneeling on a prayer rug while raising his hands
in prayer. Apart from this, the existence of the word “Allah” which was included
in the cover album as one of the parties who contributed to producing the album
also drew various reactions from the public, including from the Islamic world

itself. The dominant reactions that arise are in the form of criticism or negative



remarks related to this and the lyrics of the songs sung are also considered too
vulgar and have no Islamic value. Despite the controversy, DJ Khaled revealed
the reasons behind the naming and creation of his songs in Khaled Khaled album.
Based on several interviews through the YouTube channel, the researchers
obtained some information about the aloum. DJ Khaled himself revealed that the
naming of Khaled Khaled album is his birth name. In Arabic, the name means
immortal, forever, eternal. The meaning of it is the reason for the album to present
love, light, and blessings forever. He wants his listeners to feel the pain, the
struggle, and the fight, but also the light because it's Godly. In conclusion, he
stated that the album contains motivational and inspirational songs.

Therefore, as for fourteen songs on the album, only four songs were taken
for this research. The songs include “Thankful (Ft. Lil Wayne & Jeremih)”, “Let
It Go (Ft. Justin Bieber & 21 Savage)”, “This Is My Year (Ft. Rick Ross, A Boogie
Wit da Hoodie, Big Sean & Puff Daddy)”, and “Sorry Not Sorry (Ft. Harmonies
by The Hive, James Fauntleroy, JAY-Z & Nas)”. Based on the online data on July
30, 2022, the first song “Thankful” has a digital track record that can be seen on
DJ Khaled's YouTube channel with 12.3 million subscribers from its official
music video of 8.4 million views. As for the audio itself, which was uploaded on
the same site, it had 2.2 million views. Then, the song's lyrics also had 83.3k views
on the GENIUS website. The second song “Let It Go” had M/V with 32 million
views, and the song's audio had 10 million views. The lyrics had 130.8k views.
The next song “This Is My Year” M/V had 1.4 million views, with 9.9k views of

the official audio, and the lyrics 39.5k views. The song “Sorry Not Sorry” M/V



had 41 million views with 499k audio views. The lyrics of this song had the third-
highest number of views with 469.8k. According to the number of viewing results,
it means that the album’s tracks have an audience intensity that can increase in the
future.

Regardless of the songs’ achievement, the selection of the four songs
mentioned above is based on the researcher’s intention to examine the function of
language in the songs’ lyrics to find the message behind the lyrics of the song
related to the existing problems and the correlation to Islam. Comparing the four
songs to others on the album, one can generally see an Islamic entity in them. The
integration or interconnection of the lyrics of these songs with Islam also depends
on the values and symbols reflected in them. The first song, “Thankful,” was
chosen because a line in the lyrics describes expressing thanks by bowing down
which is the Muslim practice of prostrating before God as part of their system of
worship. In the song, there are also several repetitions of the sentence "I'm
thankful" as one of the most important parts that the songwriter wants to bring up
related to the title of the song. According to DJ Khaled himself (Apple Music
YouTube channel, aired on May 13, 2021), he stated: “This song is praising God
to the highest, but also letting people know to embrace the struggle, and they have
to be thankful for God letting them weather every storm, and make it through, and
then giving all glory to God.” Furthermore, the second song, “Let It Go,” was
chosen since its plot is remarkably similar to the actual issues of mortal things that
people today are dealing with in the real world. Additionally, the phrase "on God,"

which is always wrapped in opening and closing brackets, can be encountered



numerous times in a single sentence. For instance, line 25 has the sentence “T'll let
it go if you say that you love me, that sh*t better show (on God). Then, in the third
song, “This Is My Year,” there are sentences that express God's presence,
including “We got Allah with us” and a sentence fragment that begins, “She
prayed to God.” In the fourth song entitled "Sorry Not Sorry" there is a part of the
song that became the center of the researcher’s attention because of the lyrics “You
killed Christ, you created religion, unexpectedly.” Besides that, DJ Khaled
revealed the behind-story of this song is about starting from the mud, living in a
dream, and feeling not sorry about it.

Despite the fact that each of the four songs has unique qualities, several
aspects can be found that link the four songs together. The songs both reflect
stories and issues that are heavily relevant to people's lives nowadays. The songs
also have a bit of a message that is more or less similar but with a different
storyline or even continuation. For example, in the song “Thankful” there is the
lyric “Did a couple things, they left me no choice,” which is juxtaposed with “Let
It Go” with the lyric “So I’ma let go of things I can’t control”. DJ Khaled also
emphasized that the songs are all different energies, emotions, and sounds, but
they are anthems about evolution.

In examining some of the lyrics in these songs, the researcher decided to
use Roman Jakobson's theory of language functions (1980). The well-known
model of the language functions proposed by the Russian-American linguist
Roman Jakobson (1960, pp. 350-377) is theoretically debatable on multiple

grounds. According to Roman Jakobson (as cited in Noth, 1990, p. 185), there are



six functions of language, including referential, emotive, poetic, conative, phatic,
and metalingual. The researcher’s reason to choose language functions as the
theory used to examine the lyrics of the song is that language is an important tool
in conveying the message contained in a song lyric. For example, the lyric of DJ
Khaled’s song “Thankful” ft. Jeremih & Lil Wayne in line 13, is written, “And |
know that somebody been prayin’ for me”. Based on the classification of the
theory of language functions, the bolded lyric is classified as a referential function
which is seen from the context of the communication factor that refers to
“Somebody” who is described as praying for “Me.” According to one contributor
named JoazBroekman with verifiable annotation on the Genius.com website, the
line explained the incident of Jeremih who was diagnosed with COVID-19 in
November 2020. Based on the digital footprint, “Somebody” refers to many
rappers, such as Chance the Rapper who started praying for him, and the word
“Me” refers to Jeremih himself. Considering the interpretation of the song's lyrics
in light of the contextual relevance within the song, the word “Somebody” can
simply be seen as an abstract prayer figure for "Me". Subsequently, according to
the researcher's point of view, the word “Me” can also be interpreted as a depiction

of God.

1.2 Research Questions

Based on the background of the study described, the researcher decided to
discuss the problems related to the object using the language functions theory with

the following questions:



1.) What are the types of language functions used in DJ Khaled’s selected song
lyrics?
2.) What is the most dominant type of language function used in DJ Khaled’s

selected song lyrics?

1.3 Objective of Study

Based on the research questions above, the researcher has the objectives of
the study which will answer the problems. The purposes of objectives of the study
in this research are:

1. To find the types of language functions used in DJ Khaled’s selected song lyrics.
2. To identify the most dominant type of language function used in DJ Khaled’s

selected song lyrics.

1.4 Significance of Study

This research is intended to be useful for future research related to
language function in many forms, especially in song lyrics. The findings of this
research are intended to give more knowledge about depth study of the theory to
both the researcher and the readers. This research is also expected to provide a
better understanding of the messages contained in the lyrics of the songs. The
researcher also provides an overview through this research to the readers who are
interested or want to research the same object. In addition, hopefully, this research
can increase the interest of readers in analyzing a linguistic object using the theory

of language functions by Roman Jakobson.



1.5 Literature Review

In this section, the researcher has found previous studies with the same
theory or object form as this research. There are six analyses focusing on the same
linguistic branch and theory. However, the researcher did not find the exact study
object, which means other researchers have not analyzed the Khaled Khaled album
yet.

The first research was a graduating paper written by Sopiardi Andora
(2017) from the State Islamic University of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, entitled
“Language Functions in Samsung S8 and S8+ Smart Phone Advertisements”. This
research is intended to describe the application of language functions in the
utterances of Samsung S8 and S8+ smartphone advertisements using Roman
Jakobson's language functions theory. This research had only one research
question. Despite that, the researcher decided to take two advertisements as
samples and used qualitative descriptive methods and documentation techniques
in collecting research data. Based on the findings of this study, it can be inferred
that the majority of utterances utilized multiple language functions to convey their
meaning. So, the researcher decided to divide the findings into eight categories of
combinations of language functions. In addition, other data found in these ads is
that the entire utterance used a referential function which is intended to introduce
the product in the ad. The use of the metalingual function was not found because
this language function is rarely found in an ad.

The second research was a thesis written by M. Syahril Asdar. A (2017)

from the State Islamic University of Alauddin Makassar, entitled “An Analysis of
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Language Function in BPEC (Benteng Panynyua English Club) in Fort
Rotterdam”. In supporting this study, the researcher chose to observe one of Fort
Rotterdam's meeting clubs, called BPEC. BPEC includes students from
elementary, secondary, and senior high schools, etc. Then, the reason behind the
researcher’s decision to study this topic is that some people do not recognize the
significance of the language they use to communicate. So, this research aims to
find out the types of language functions that are based on Jakobson’s theory about
language function and was formulated into two problem statements. Regarding the
method, the researcher used a qualitative descriptive method to analyze the data.
This method aimed to understand the social reality of individuals, groups, and
cultures. The results of this method revealed that there are four sorts of language
functions, with the referential function being the most prevalent in BPEC. Besides
the findings, that is also inseparable from the application of data collection
techniques that take the form of observation. In conclusion, the language functions
found in this paper are Expressive, Directive, Phatic, and Referential functions.
The Metalinguistic and Poetic functions are not found.

The third research was a graduating paper written by Miss. Saleesah
Maerobah (2018) from State Islamic University of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta,
entitled “An Analysis of Language Functions in AirAsia Airline Advertisements”.
In this paper, the researcher used Roman Jakobson's theory of language functions
with one research problem and the qualitative descriptive method on forty ads.
The results of using this method in this paper show that every ad used varied

combinations of functions and there are six distinct combinations of language
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functions. Besides that, only five functions are found: Referential, Emotive,
Phatic, Conative, and Poetic.

The fourth research was a graduating paper prepared by Fateehah D.
(2019) from the State Islamic University of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, entitled
“Language Functions Used in Maher Zain’s Songs”. This study intends to examine
the language functions utilized in Maher Zain’s songs with depends on one
problem statement. The researcher of this paper decided to take five of his best hit
tracks as samples that can be accessed on Allmusic.com. The songs are “The Way
of Love”, “Number One for Me”, “Always be There”, “Ins Sha Allah”, and
“BarakAllahu Lakuma” created and performed by Maher Zain. The qualitative
descriptive method was used in this paper to represent the data based on
Jakobson’s theory. The collecting data technique is observation. The findings
researcher found from five songs were thirty-four stanzas, and she took twenty
stanzas as an example. The researcher’s reasons for choosing the number of data
mentioned were because some lyrics of the songs contained identical language
functions or sentence repetitions. In addition, the researcher found ten
combinations and two functions that are not combined with others. It can be
concluded that only the metalingual function was absent from the songs’ lyrics.

The fifth research was a graduating paper authored by Ilham Setiawan
(2019) from the State Islamic University of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, entitled
“Language Function Used in Harris Jung’s Selected Songs”. This research was
written to give clear information regarding the language functions used within

Harris Jung’s tracks so that the tracks’ messages cannot be misinterpreted.
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According to the researcher’s point of view, it was because a number of words
refer to more particular scientific elements in some of the songs. Besides that,
depending on two research questions, the researcher decided to take four songs
that were the most viewed videos on YouTube. The songs are “Salam Alaikum”,
“You are My Life”, “Good Life”, and “Rasool Allah”. This study utilized a
descriptive qualitative methodology. In the songs, the researcher found forty
verses, but he only took twenty verses as samples. The primary data that is found
in this research is referential. This function becomes the most prevalent language
function applied in the four songs. According to the data, it can be concluded that
the songwriter’s main purpose when creating the songs is to give information and
to preach to whom listen to the songs.

The last research was a journal paper written by Fauzi Usrya Kanaza
(2020) from the State Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya, entitled “A
Language Function: The Analysis of Conative Function in Megan Markle’s
Speech”. This paper aims to examine the types of language functions used in
utterances and which was the most dominant function used in speech. The speech
is extremely focused on the significance of female education. This research is also
intended to investigate two research problems. Depending on the research
problems, almost every form of language function is found in this paper, except
the metalingual function. The most dominant function is conative. It implies that
Meghan Markle was attentive to her audience in her delivery of messages. She

also means to convince her audience to obey her through the speech.
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The researcher of this paper used a few references based on previous
studies mentioned above. Apart from the studies that have been mentioned, the
researcher also reads from other references to strengthen the basis of this research.
Based on the findings of those studies using the same theory or the same form of
research as this paper, the researcher finally recognized the similarities and the
differences with her own. The similarities between them are mostly in the theory.
Other similarities include the form of the object studied, the number of research
questions, the objective of the study, the data collection technique, and so on. The
most distinctive difference that is recognizable between this research with
previous studies is in the object examined. Other differences are the type of
research, the scope of the discussion, and the problems contained in the object.
Furthermore, there are also differences in the sections that become the interesting
points of each study. In conclusion as a result of reviewing each study, it provides

a new perspective for the researcher to look at the right way of doing analysis.

1.6 Theoretical Approach

This section will be explained more deeply and related to the theory used
by the researcher in approaching the object of study. In this case, the researcher
decided to use Roman Jakobson's theory of language functions in analyzing the
lyrics of the songs. The language function is classified into six types. The types

are referential, emotive, conative, phatic, metalingual, and poetic function.
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CONTEXT
(referential)
MESSAGE

(poetic)

ADDRESSER ADDRESSEE

(emotive) (conative)

CONTACT
(phatic)
CODE

(metalingual)

Figure 1.1 Jakobson’s Model of Communication
(Source: Parl, U. (2011). “A Semiotic Alternative to Communication in
the Processes in Management Accounting and Control Systems”. Sign

Systems Studies, 39(1), 194. https://doi.org/10.12697/sss.2011.39.1.06)

Based on the scientific diagram above, according to Roman Jakobson's
(1960, p. 57) definition of language or communication functions, an effective act
of verbal communication can be represented. Each function has a corresponding
factor. It can be divided into six variables necessary for communication: (1)
context, (2) addresser/sender (3) addressee/recipient, (4) contact, (5) common
code, and (6) message. Each of the factors has a different function of language.
Shortly, the following six functions of verbal communication can also be
evaluated: referential is aimed toward the context (to provide information and
data), emotive or expressive focused on the addresser (to express emotion or
attitude), conative function sets for the addressee (to strive someone to act or to

cooperate with), phatic concentered on the contact (to sustain communication with
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the individual we are communicating with), metalingual function is oriented
toward the code (to determine whether the sender and the recipient use the exact
code and when language is applied to discuss language) and poetic centered on the
message (to place emphasis on the message for its own purpose and to study the

aesthetic qualities of language).

1.7 Research Method

1.7.1. Type of Research

Focused on the analysis of the object, the researcher decided to use the
qualitative descriptive method as a design for this research. According to Holloway
(2010, p. 3), qualitative research is a type of social inquiry that focuses
on individuals interpreting their experiences and making sense of the environment
they live in. Rossman and Wilson (as cited in Creswell, 2014, p. 15) also stated that
guantitative research enables generalization and precision, but qualitative research
provides an in-depth understanding of individual perspectives. Qualitative research
entails gathering and analyzing non-numerical data (such as text, video, or audio)
in order to comprehend concepts, thoughts, or experiences. It has the capacity to
gain in-depth insights into a problem or to develop new research ideas (Bhandari,
2022a). In this research, there are also charts that showed the percentage of the data
findings. Even though there is numerical data in this type of research, it does not
mean this research remains quantitative. It is the design of the research that is

known as an embedded design (George, 2022).
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According to George (2022), in an embedded design, both types of data are
collected and analyzed at the same time, but within the context of a larger
quantitative or qualitative design. One type of data is subordinate to another. An
embedded design can be utilized to enhance or supplement the primary type of
research design's conclusions. In conclusion, the researcher agrees that using the
qualitative technique is a more suitable and comprehensive understanding of a
research area. The method is appropriate for the purpose of this study, which is to
explicate the language functions used in DJ Khaled’s selected song lyrics in the

Khaled Khaled album.

In this research, the analysis of words, phrases, and sentences in each line
depends on the function of the language. For example, most of the analysis is words
for the discovery of emotive function. The referential function, on the other hand,
focuses on verbal communication factors, namely context. Because this type of
function emphasizes context, the majority of the findings are phrases or sentences.
Finally, for the other four functions, or even functions that have been described, it
can have the possibility to produce results in the form of word, phrase, or sentence

analysis.

1.7.2 Data Sources

a) Primary Source

The primary data for this study are obtained from DJ Khaled's song lyrics
accessed from Genius.com. The researcher took four songs from the Khaled

Khaled album based on the most suitable one to be associated with Islamic
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integration and interconnection. These songs are “Thankful”, “Let It Go”, “This is
My Year”, and “Sorry Not Sorry”. Based on the details of the songs on
Genius.com, the first song in this research is the first track on the aloum. The track
was produced by Khaled himself. In the next song “Let It Go”, Khaled reunites
with Justin Bieber and 21 Savage. The song is the sixth track to his eponymous
twelfth studio album. In the song, Justin sings about things in life that a person has
no control over and asserts that she or he should just leave it, or “let it go”. It can
be seen in the first verse and the chorus. Providing ad-libs throughout the song, 21
raps about his longing for a woman and flashes his lavish lifestyle and items that
he owns.

“This Is My Year” is the ninth track on the album. The song was produced
by DJ Khaled, STREET RUNNER, and Tarik Azzouz. Lastly, the song “Sorry
Not Sorry” was first seen in an April 29" Instagram post, a day before the release.
The post included a picture of the tracklist with the song being listed as the ninth

song, but it is being moved to the tenth song in the updated tracklist.

b) Secondary Source

The forms of secondary data are interviews and documentation which have
been compiled in the published archives. These secondary sources intend to
provide more insight into the internal and external factors of the creation of the
song lyrics. Secondary data for this research is obtained from the internet, mainly

from Google and YouTube.
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1.7.3 Data Collection Technique

According to Streefkerk (2022), there are certainly research biases, such
as observer bias, recall bias, and social desirability bias, that can also emerge in
qualitative research. To avoid those biases, in this study, the researcher decided to
collect the data using the technique of triangulation. According to Patton (as cited
in Carter et al., 2014, p. 545), in qualitative research, triangulation refers to the
application of multiple methods or data sources to construct a thorough
understanding of phenomena. Triangulation has been construed as a qualitative
research strategy for testing validity by bringing together data from disparate
sources. It can also help to reduce the presence of any research biases in a work.
Bhandari (2022b) stated there are four main types of triangulation such as data
triangulation, investigator triangulation, theory triangulation, and methodological
triangulation. In those options, the researcher decided to use data triangulation. In
this triangulation, she used several data sources to answer a research question. The
researcher also can vary data collection across time, space, and different people
(Bhandari, 2022b).

Based on the explanation, these are the steps to collect the data:

1.  First data source, the researcher, as the primary research instrument,
attempts to understand the function of the language contained in each lyric
with a broad understanding before the in-depth reading of the theory of its
functions as well as the factors that influence it.

2.  Second, based on the understanding of several music observers who are

music connoisseurs or critics, the researcher draws outlines or even
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important details related to the meaning contained in each lyric. These
instruments are contributors to the Genius.com site, which provides
information about the songwriter's track record and those who contributed,
as evidenced by the highlighted lyrics.

3. Third, the researcher confirmed the provision of information from site
contributors once more by reviewing digital records on the Google.com

and YouTube.com sites, particularly the visuals seen in the music video.

1.7.4. Data Analysis Technique

According to Bodgan and Biklen (as stated in Moleong, 2011, p. 248),
qualitative studies analysis is a technique used to rely on data, organize data,
classify data, determine the importance and the details that can be understood
from the data, and choose a subject or an object to educate and provide to readers.

Therefore, the researcher made a formula for the sequence of data analysis
stages as follows:

1. As a research guide, write a brief explanation of the various types of
language functions and their target factors.

2. Provide the characteristics of each type of language function to facilitate
the analysis; in this case, the researcher composed four tables as an
appendix to differentiate each function.

3. Classify each lyric in the song based on the types of language function.

During this step, the researcher focuses on analyzing song lyrics, which
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are divided into lines that will be analyzed based on words, phrases, and
sentences related to each function.

4. In addition, the percentage data that illustrates the dominant function in
these songs is calculated automatically through the website using the
formula (percentage = part / total x 100%)

5. Finally, the researcher drew a conclusion from the outcomes of the study

to address the problem statement and concluded the research.

1.8 Paper Organization

The researcher organized this research paper by focusing on the systematic
order of writing. This research is arranged into four sections. The first chapter is
the introduction. It includes several sub-chapters, such as the background of the
study, research questions, the objective of the study, the significance of the study,
literature review, theoretical approach, method of study, and paper organization.
The second chapter consists of an explanation of the theoretical framework. The
third chapter is the findings of the data analysis and the discussion of it. In the
final chapter, there are the conclusion and suggestions of this research which are

expected to be useful for the readers.



CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

In this chapter, the results of the research that has been found will be
presented briefly. This chapter is described as a conclusion of the research to make
it easier to understand. The researcher also gives some suggestions that hopefully

can be beneficial to readers.

4.1 Conclusion

This research was accomplished by identifying, categorizing, and analyzing
data related to DJ Khaled’s selected song lyrics. According to the results of this
study, there are six functions that correspond to each of the six types of functions.
Among them are referential, emotive, conative, phatic, metalingual, and poetic
functions. The total number of data discovered for referential is 120 data, emotive
is 210, the conative function is 20 data, phatic is 10 data, metalingual is 17 data,
and the poetic function is 22 data. Based on these data, it is possible to conclude the
most prominent variety of language functions is emotive which accounts for 52.8
percent of the total. The language used by DJ Khaled as a songwriter in the song
“Thankful,” “Let It Go,” “This Is My Year,” and “Sorry Not Sorry” which is
featured in the Khaled Khaled album, serves to communicate feelings, and focuses

on the addresser, who in this case are DJ Khaled and other featured artists.

4.2 Suggestions
This study analyzes the function of language in DJ Khaled’s selected song

lyrics in the Khaled Khaled album. The researcher suggests that readers interested

47
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in discussing the same object can use this theory by Roman Jakobson by combining
it with the theories of other experts to enrich the research findings. In addition,
future researchers will be able to alter the focus of existing problems by examining
their opposite sides. This theory is not limited to the scope of song lyrics; readers
interested in linguistics analysis can apply it to other literary objects, such as movie
dialogue, talk show conversations, etc. In conclusion, the researcher of this study
expects that the findings will provide a new source of information and pave the way

for further research on this object that has not been previously analyzed.
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