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ABSTRACT 

HATEM BAZIAN’S “RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY, STATE POWER, AND 

REVOLUTIONS:” A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

Oleh: 

KAMAL ABDUL AZIZ 

The emergence of publication about political conflict in Middle East 

especially Egypt in the middle of 2013 caused Hatem Bazian wrote an opinion 

text “Religious Authority, State Power, and Revolutions” which was published by 

Al Jazeera. The opinion talked about the redefining role of religious scholars 

joining political affair. The subject and the object of the study is the text itself. 

The research has three problem statements that are how does Hatem Bazian 

organize, use, and make his readers understand; what urges Hatem Bazian to write 

the opinion; and how is the response of the readers. To find out the answers, the 

writer applies van Dijk’s discourse analysis theory which focuses on analyzing 

text, social cognition, and social context. The result of the discussion, the writer 

uncovers Hatem Bazian actively applies semantics, syntax, stylistics, and rhetoric 

in order the text is read by people who understand political field and can affect 

their mindset. In social cognition, he processes information and presents to the 

readers in order the readers (notably Muslim) aware to help their brother in Egypt 

who experience conflict. Hatem bazian also challenges Egyptian by six questions 

which imply “What do you want to do?.” The writer also analyzes response of the 

readers from the comments which are categorized into agree or disagree with 

Hatem Bazian’s opinion. The result from analyzing sample based on indicator 

shows that the opinion gets more disagreement that the agreement. From this 

study, it can be concluded that an opinion text relates to the text itself, the writer, 

and its readers. 

Key words: discourse analysis, Egypt political conflict, van Dijk theory 
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ABSTRAK 

HATEM BAZIAN’S “RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY, STATE POWER, AND 

REVOLUTIONS:” A DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

By: 

KAMAL ABDUL AZIZ 

 

Munculnya berita-berita tentang konflik politik yang sedang terjadi di 

Timur Tengah khususnya Mesir pada pertengahan 2013 lalu menyebabkan Hatem 

Bazian menulis sebuah opini “Religious Authority, State Power, and Revolution.” 

Opini yang diterbitkan oleh Al Jazeera tersebut berisi tentang bergesernya peran 

ulama yang turut serta dalam dunia perpolitikan. Teks opini tersebut oleh peneliti 

dijadikan sebagai subjek penelitian yang mana objeknya adalah teks itu juga. 

Penulis memiliki tiga rumusan masalah yaitu bagaimana hatem bazian 

mengorganisasikan, menggunakan serta memahamkan pesan komunikasi kepada 

pembaca; apa yang mendorong Hatem Bazian menulis opini; dan bagaimana 

respon pembaca terhadap opini tersebut. Untuk menjawab semua rumusan 

masalah, penulis menggunakan teori analisis wacana van Dijk yang menganalisis 

teks, kognisi sosial, dan kontek sosial. Hasil dari pembahasan, penulis 

menemukan bahwasanya Hatem Bazian secara aktif menggunakan semantik, 

sintaksis, stilistik, dan retorik dengan tujuan agar tulisan tersebut dibaca oleh 

orang-orang yang mengerti urusan perpolitikan sekaligus dapat mempengaruhi 

pola pikir mereka. Dalam kognisi sosial, dia mengolah informasi dan 

menyajiakannya pada pembaca dengan tujuan menyadarkan mereka (khususnya 

Muslim) untuk membantu saudara di Mesir yang sedang mengalami konflik 

sekaligus memberikan tantangan pada masyarakat Mesir berupa enam pertanyaan 

yang secara tak langsung berarti “apa yang ingin kalian lakukan?.” Peneliti juga 

menganalisis respon pembaca melalui komentar yang dikategorikan ke dalam 

setuju dan tidak setuju terhadap opini Bazian. Hasil yang diperoleh dari analisis 

sempel berdasarkan pada indikator teks menunjukkan bahwasanya opini Bazian 

lebih banyak menuai respon yang tidak setuju. Dari pembahasan tersebut, secara 

keseluruhan dapat disimpulkan bahwa sebuah teks opini terkait pada teks itu 

sendiri, penulis, dan pembacanya. 

 

Kata kunci: analisis wacana, konflik politik Mesir, dan teori van Dijk 
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MOTTO 

One thing for sure, there is a happy 

ending for every struggle 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Human daily life cannot be separated from consumption of the news. 

News has become a need of human civilization since the modern age. According 

to Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary, news is a report or information about 

recent events (Hornby, 1995: 781). There are some characteristics of news such as 

report, informative and new. Haiyan in Info World states that Eric C. Hepwood 

limits news to the first report of the events which are important in order to attract 

public attention (http://rifqyali.wordpress.com/ accessed on November 29, 2013). 

News has some interesting characteristics such as being actual, factual, acceptable 

to society, and obvious; simple sentences, and being promptly delivered. Due to 

technological developments, news is now accessible via the internet. 

Internet comes from the words inter and network, which means a global 

computer network providing a variety of information and communication 

facilities. It consists of interconnected networks uses standardized communication 

protocols. The technology, which has been growing rapidly since it was formed 

by the United States department of defence in 1969, is a new media.  It is for 

military purposes in Advanced Research Project Agency (ARPA) which later 

developed for university research at the University of California 

(http://www.brightknowledge.org/knowledge-bank/technology/spotlight-on-

technology/where-did-the-internet-come-from accessed on November 29, 2013). 

http://rifqyali.wordpress.com/
http://www.brightknowledge.org/knowledge-bank/technology/spotlight-on-technology/where-did-the-internet-come-from
http://www.brightknowledge.org/knowledge-bank/technology/spotlight-on-technology/where-did-the-internet-come-from
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It is more popular to the public because it provides information, entertainment, 

and communication media which experience renewal by years. 

There are several considerations, effective in cost and efficient in time, as 

the reasons why most people use the internet in their daily life. As the result, the 

internet has its own audiences and therefore internet would not be a competitor of 

the printed and electronic media such as newspapers and televisions (Setiawati, 

2009: 2)., Both printed and online media share the same function and purpose as 

well and some rubrics they have like news, advertisement, sport, politics, 

economy and opinion. 

Opinion according to the Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary is a view 

judgment not necessarily based on fact or knowledge (Hornby, 1995: 813). That is 

the meaning of opinion etymologically. Based on the definition, the writer regards 

opinion in press media as an expert‟s writing in the form of an essay which deals 

with a situation by giving his personal view and purpose. It is written by the terms 

and rules of writing including the number of words as well as the contents of each 

paragraph. The rubric of opinion is a media which is deliberately intended by the 

institution as a box of aspirations in issuing his opinion on various issues to the 

other party intended (Indirastuti, 2012: 4). Generally, opinion aims to lead and 

build a mindset of the readers by its discourse and indirectly becomes a tool of 

indoctrination. That is the way how opinion works like what Al Jazeera does. Al 

Jazeera English online media in the middle of September published an opinion 

containing the redefinition the role of religious scholars which is caused by the 

current events in the Arab Muslim World. 
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Al Jazeera English is an international news channel with over sixty offices 

around the world that reaches six different continents. Since being established in 

2006, it had continued growing achievement due to its global coverage, especially 

from regions fail to report completely. The channel currently broadcasts to over 

250 million households across 130 countries. Al Jazeera English is in-depth 

approach to journalism. It has won numerous awards and enthusiastic approval 

over the years. Last year, it also picked up the Columbia Journalism Award, a 

DuPont Award and a George Polk award. Al Jazeera English is part of the Al 

Jazeera Network - one of the world's leading media corporations, covering news, 

documentary and sports channels. It started out more than fifteen years ago as the 

first independent Arabic news channel in the world dedicated to implicating and 

uncovering stories in the region. It is now a media network consisting of over 

twenty channels - Al Jazeera Arabic, Al Jazeera English, Al Jazeera Balkans, Al 

Jazeera Sport, Al Jazeera Mubasher, Al Jazeera Documentary, Al Jazeera Media 

Training and Development Center, and Al Jazeera Center for Studies and some 

others. The writer considers and decides an urgent issue of internal conflict blows 

up in the Middle-East which is written by Hatem Bazian. He is a director of the 

Islamophobia Research (neologism used generally to refer to prejudice against, 

hatred towards, or fear of Muslim or ethnic group perceived to be Muslims) and 

Documentation Project. 

Hatem Bazian wrote “Religious Authority, State Power and Revolutions” 

to criticize the role of religious scholars as the heirs of the prophets but they are 

influenced by political affair published by Al Jazeera on September 15, 2013 
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(http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/09/20139106443895282.html 

accessed on September 23, 2013). The consequence is they will lose purpose and 

meaning contained in Islam as a living tradition which they should keep. His 

opinion contains language diction and structure that is not easy to be understood 

for most people because of the using of special terms, therefore Al Jazeera is 

mostly enjoyed by certain circles especially educated people. 

Apart from the reasons above, the writer is challenged to analyze the 

opinion because of motivation. Socially, it is the expression of writer‟s attention 

to people in disarray. Academically, the writer hopes that Discourse Analysis can 

be a main course in English Literature Department of UIN Sunan Kalijaga. The 

researcher personally does this research because it is an anti-mainstream, big 

challenge, and contributive research. The reason of why the researcher takes the 

opinion about chaos in the Middle-East world is in order to open educated 

people‟s (Islamic education) eyes to be aware and have attention to what happens 

to Muslim brothers in the Eastern. Republika.co.id on Saturday 21
st
 of September 

proclaimed “Konflik Mesir dan Perang Suriah sudah Diprediksi dalam Alquran” 

(http://www.republika.co.id/berita/internasional/timur-tengah/13/09/21/mth087-

konflik-mesir-dan-perang-suriah-sudah-diprediksi-dalam-alquran accessed on 

October 1, 2013). The news report is the result of activities of Indonesian Muslim 

Solidarity Forum for Egyptian Sufferings which took place at Masjid Baitul Ihsan 

Bank Indonesian. The agenda invited Ustadz Bakhtiar Naasir, general secretary 

assembly of Majelis Intelektual dan Ulama Muda Indonesia (MIUMI), as a 

speaker. He quoted three verses from a sura of Koran (At Tin 95: 1-3) 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/09/20139106443895282.html
http://www.republika.co.id/berita/internasional/timur-tengah/13/09/21/mth087-konflik-mesir-dan-perang-suriah-sudah-diprediksi-dalam-alquran
http://www.republika.co.id/berita/internasional/timur-tengah/13/09/21/mth087-konflik-mesir-dan-perang-suriah-sudah-diprediksi-dalam-alquran
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ذاَ الْبَلدَِ الْْمَِينِ  ٰـ يْتوُنﬞِ   وَطُورِ سِينِينﬞَ   وَهَ  وَالتِيّنِ وَالزَّ

By the earth tin in Damascus (Syria), and by the earth olives in Palestine, and by 

the hill Thur in Sinai (Egypt). And by Mecca and for the sake of a safe city. 

However Bakhtiar believes, the end of Egypt conflict has also been written 

in Al Qashash 28: 5. An ayah tells the story of Moses against Pharaoh.  

 

 

And We wished to be Gracious to those who were being depressed in the land 

(Egypt), make them leaders (in Faith) and make them heirs. 

Related to nationality, Allah has commanded us in His Koran that 

Muslims are commanded to be good citizens in compliance with the State leaders, 

such as the same as obeying God and His Messenger. It is totally reflected on 

discussion about the role of governments to lead their nations well and make 

citizens peacefully obey. 

 

 

O ye who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those charged with 

authority among you (An Nisa 4: 59) 

A verse above teaches Muslim to obey Allah and His Messenger and those 

among themselves entrusted with the conduct of their affair for the settlement of 

their disputes (government). As such an attitude and behaviour can ensure 

consolidation, they have been strongly warned that any deviation from this path 

will lead to their disintegration. 
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The explanation above cause scruple of what happens and what should 

happen. The condition which occurs is people just keep silent and do not try to 

find out what kinds of problem happens to Arab Muslim World. They don‟t really 

pay attention to the way to solve or do something in order to help actively or 

inactively. That is why the writer does this research as an act of helping and 

solving the problem by letting people know how Arab Muslim World today is. 

Those are the Das Sein and Das Sollen of the research. 

The subject of this research is Opinion text “Religious Authority, State 

Power and Revolutions”, and the object of this research is the text itself. The text 

is as the object since it is analyzed by a discourse analysis theory. Johnstone in 

Discourse Analysis: Introduction to Linguistic (Johnstone, 2002: 2) defines 

discourse as actual instances of communication in the medium of language. Roger 

Fowler in Discourse (Sara Mills, 1997: 1-8) defines discourse is an oral and text 

communication observed from belief, value, and category involved of point of 

view; belief represent world view; an organization or representation of experience. 

Discourse is the most complete unit of language beyond a sentence and the 

highest set in the hierarchy of grammar. As a complete unit of language, a 

discourse has concepts, ideas, thoughts that can be understood by the reader and 

listener. As the highest grammatical unit, a discourse is formed by the sentences 

that complete the grammatical requirements and discourse requirements. This 

research deals with van Dijk‟s discourse analysis approach to uncover the text 

from sides and points of view. 
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Teun Adrianus van Dijk is a Netherland. He is a scholar in the fields of 

linguistics, and discourse analysis. Van Dijk writes several books such as News as 

Discourse (1988), Discourse and Context (2008), Society and Discourse (2009), 

Some Aspects of Text Grammar (1972), Prejudice in Discourse (1984), and many 

more up to now (http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=gyhvnfcAAAAJ&hl=en 

accessed on February 22, 2014). There are some reasons of why this research 

applies van Dijk‟s theory. First of all, the theory is appropriate to the subject 

(opinion text) and object (discourse analysis) which van Dijk concentrates on. He 

focuses on discursive production and study of news in the press. The theory is 

more complete than other since it covers three dimensions of text, social 

cognition, and context. They can answer the mentioned problem statements of the 

research. The theory is well organized in the application because it starts from the 

text itself, the production, and response of the readers or from the micro to the 

macro. It makes the researcher more easily to do the research, and the readers can 

understand it well. Furthermore, this theory covers fields of politic, journalism, 

and communication media as stated in the objective of the research as the 

contribution. 

 

1.2 Problem Statements 

Based on the background that is described above, the writer has three 

problem statements in this study: 

a. How does Hatem Bazian organize, use and make his readers understand 

his communication message? 

http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=gyhvnfcAAAAJ&hl=en
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b. What urges Hatem Bazian to write the opinion? 

c. How is the response of the readers? 

 

1.3 Objectives of Study 

In agreement with the problem statements, the objectives of this study are: 

a. To describe how Hatem Bazian organizes, uses and makes his reader 

understand his communication message. 

b. To find out what urges Hatem Bazian to write the opinion, and 

c. To describe how the response of the readers 

 

1.4 Significances of Study 

The study is significant in explaining the most important meaning to the 

development of English Literature department notably in Linguistics. The 

significance of this study is to understand more how Hatem Bazian conveys 

meaning and message through his opinion “Religious Authority, State Power and 

Revolutions” as the primary data in this study as well as study about the use of 

structure and diction as a reflection of targeted readers. Theoretically, this study 

contributes to: first, enriching the linguistic study sources particularly on 

discourse analysis; second, the development of mass communication studies in the 

field of journalism studies regarding the opinion text. Practically, this paper 

contributes to: first, the common readers know the discourse that being 

constructed by opinion text; secondly, the readers can also understand the 

communication messages delivered by Hatem Bazian from his opinion; third, 
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readers can find out who is aimed to be the text readers or whom the text written 

for since the characteristic of opinion is to be a hegemony to influence mental of 

the readers. Yet the most important significance of the study is to provide 

awareness to the Muslims to open their blind eyes and deaf ears to all kinds of 

chaos in Arab world in order to establish a strong Islamic unity. 

 

1.5 Literature Review 

This literature review includes a critical review of previous studies that 

have relevance to the object of the study, theoretical framework and research 

focus of the discussion what writer wants to do. Based on the search conducted by 

the writer, he has not found a scientific paper or thesis that addresses online media 

opinion on Al Jazeera using discourse analysis of Teun A. van Dijk. The 

following are the selected studies related to it. 

First thesis is entitled “Kasus Lumpur Lapindo dalam Berita Media Online 

(Analisis Berita Kasus Lumpur Lapindo di Detikcom).” It is written in 2009 by 

Elis Setiawati, student of Communication and Islamic Broadcasting faculty of 

Dakwah UIN Sunan Kaliaga Yogyakarta. She discusses her research on how the 

news of mud in Lapindo was published by Detikcom in the range period of one 

week during June, 2-8 2008. The similarities with the writer‟s research are on the 

subject of discourse analysis. This thesis is done by using the theory of critical 

discourse analysis of Nourman Fairclough which discusses the elements of 

representation, relationship, and identity. It is concluded that the text of the news 

showed that PT. Lapindo is a party to be responsible for the disaster in Sidoarjo. 
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The study also showed that the Detikcom follows market-oriented logic that 

presents a real time news. The research has the strength of timeliness and election 

news of Lapindo mud disaster which at that time was at its height reported by the 

media. So the existence of such research can be an approach to the neutral 

reference about confusion because of the diversity of interests. 

Based on the object, this study has something in common with a research 

on the opinion text and approach used. Rian Erpatriatmoko writes his thesis using 

discourse analysis. It is entitled “Wacana tentang Bencana Merapi dalam Artikel 

Opini (Analisis Wacana Artikel Opini Bencana Alam Gunung Merapi pada Surat 

Kabar Harian Kompas Periode Oktober-November 2010).” Erpatriatmoko, a 

student of Communication Studies Department of UNS Surakarta, reviews the 

opinion of the practical side of how the text is organized, used and understood. He 

uses Teun A. Van Dijk‟s discourse analysis which views the use of words, 

sentences and particular style of language as part of the strategic communicator 

who has a close connection with the political problem of language. The achieved 

result is as concluded that the opinion writers have diverse thinking in addressing 

the Merapi disaster as positive and negative sides. In his research, Erpatriatmoko 

does not discuss the structure and diction as well as the effect for the readers like 

the writer wants to do. That is why the writer is going to do this research. 

The last literature review is a research written by Helena Laurentian, a 

student of Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana, entitled “Media dan Kekuasaan 

(Studi Analisis Wacana Kritis Metro Xin Wen terhadap Etnis Tionghoa)” in 2012. 

This thesis is presented in six chapters that also includes pictures and supporting 
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appendices. In this research of student of Communication Study, the problem 

taken is that Metro Xin Wen is a medium that has power through discourse that is 

built to regulate the interaction of national life in Indonesia. The program aims to 

uplift the image of Chinese ethnic as part of Indonesian nation. This image 

building process starts from the stage of the deconstruction of the discourse on the 

social context of the relationship with the Indonesian Chinese ethnic community. 

It is on the barriers to make good relations between the two so bad stereotypes of 

being woken up by the previous ruler was no longer growing. This study also used 

the model of van Dijk discourse as a theory in the process. Interesting things 

about this paper are Helena conducted interviews with producer of Metro Xin 

Wen, Natazia Candy. The result of which is attached as supplementary data. 

The three researches above have the same object. They all discuss about 

discourse analysis in news and opinion and television program. Some literature 

reviews which have been described reinforce and distinct the position of the writer 

in doing his research. The writer uses the same theoretical approach with two of 

the three studies that use the theory of Teun A. van Dijk. However, it should be 

clarified that this study is different on a common theme raised in the previous 

research which discusses natural disasters, while the writer analyzes the discourse 

regarding the political flare. The writer believes this research is a different study 

and totally new, because it fills what has not been touched by the three researchers 

before. 
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1.6 Theoretical Approach 

This research analyzes the discourse of opinion about redefining the role 

of religious scholars in the Arab world written by Hatem Bazian in Al Jazeera 

English online. The study used in this research includes some linguistic studies 

such as grammar and structure, meaning, and style. Moreover it concerns 

communication study basically to support the main study. Furthermore, this 

research possibly contributes to the social and political study. The theory that is 

applied is Teun A. van Dijk‟s model of discourse analysis in dimensions of text, 

social cognition, and context. This theory was eventually chosen after 

reconsidering the theory of discourse analysis by Roger Fowler. He just focuses 

on the words as the creator of classifications, limiting the view, discourse quarrel 

and marginalization. The theory cannot fully answer the questions stated in the 

problem statements. Therefore, the writer decides to use van Dijk‟s as the most 

frequently used theory which widely covers the processed data. From several 

discourse analysis models which are introduced and developed by experts, van 

Dijk‟s discourse analysis is applied mostly. He collaborates several elements of 

discourse so it is applicable and practical. The main analysis of van Dijk‟s as 

stated in Handbook of Discourse Analysis Vol. 2 is the merging of the three 

dimensions in a single analysis. The dimensions are text, social cognition, and 

context (van Dijk, 1985: 1-11) 

In the dimension of text, van Dijk in News as Discourse utilizes linguistic 

analysis to explain and interpret a text which includes words, sentences, 

proposition, and paragraph. Astuti in her thesis states that van Dijk classifies text 
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itself into three. First of all is macro structure as global meaning from a text which 

can be observed from its topic or theme. Secondly is super structure which is 

about how elements of text being constructed in the whole writing trough schema. 

The last classification is micro structure. It deals with discourse meaning which 

reflects in small details of the text (Astuti, 2011: 25). 

The classification above is a unity, relating each other and supporting one 

another. This is the brief explanation of the elements. 

1. Macro structure (thematic structure) 

Macro structure is the element which shows the general view of the text. It 

is called main idea or summary. The thematic organization of news discourse 

plays a crucial role. Therefore, this systematic analysis of the textual structures of 

news begins with an explication of notion like theme or topic. It reflects what to 

express by journalist in his or her news and shows the dominant concept and the 

most important in a news. Topics are proper of meaning or content of a text and 

require theoretical analysis in terms of semantics theory. Topics are not defined as 

the meaning of individual words or sentences but the whole text. The topic is 

known as semantic macro structure because when people discuss a topic or theme 

in a text, they will deal with meaning and reference (van Dijk, 1988: 30-31). 

Topic may be signalled by speakers in several ways, so that the listener is able to 

make a quick guess about the first or major topic (van Dijk, 1988: 35).  

2. Super structure 

The super structure functions to describe a schema.  A schema or an order 

starts from the beginning to the end. The schema determines how the topic of a 
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text could or should be ordered and, hence, how sequences and sentences should 

appear in the text (van Dijk, 1988: 51). In addition, superstructure connects macro 

and micro. Order shows elements of the text which are structured and organized to 

make a unit meaning. Title is one of the units of news which is written on the first, 

sometimes in bold style, and using a certain font and colour. From the title, 

readers know the topic of the news. Van Dijk categorizes schema into summary 

and story. Summary consists of headline and lead in summarizing the news text. 

Headline defines a specific sequence in a news text, in which variable global 

content (a topic) may be inserted. It is easy to find because it is different in its 

size, style, font, and colour. Lead may be expressed in separately and boldly 

printed leads or may coincide with the first, thematic sentence of the text (van 

Dijk, 1988: 52-54). 

Story has episodes, consequences, verbal reactions, and comments as its 

parts. Episodes have main information which relates to the topic, actual situation, 

and concrete event. Its consequences are used to show the coherence or cause and 

effect relation. It sometimes has the same position as the main event. Yet it is 

possible to be more important than topic which exists in the headline. Verbal 

reaction is a specific news schema category that may be seen as a special case of 

consequences. It allows journalist to formulate opinions that are not necessarily 

their own, but which nevertheless are objective because they have actually been 

stated. The last part is comment. It sometimes called as opinions and evaluation of 

the journalist or newspaper itself. 
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3. Micro structure 

Microstructure is the smallest part of text in discourse analysis such as 

word, phrase, clause, and sentence. It contains semantic, syntactic, stylistic, and 

rhetoric analysis as the discussion focus (van Dijk, 1988: 26-28). 

a. Semantic 

Semantics is the study of the meaning of signs and representations, both 

mental and linguistic. The ultimate target of semantics is the construction 

of a general theory of meaning. A traditional taxonomy distinguishes three 

different kinds of signs depending on the nature of the relationship 

between the sign form and its meaning: indexical, iconic, and symbolic 

signs. Indexical signs are those in which the sign or representation is 

causally connected to its meaning. The redness o face is an indexical sign 

of anger or irritation. In the case of icons, the relationship between the sign 

and its meaning is based on a perceptual similarity. The map of a 

geographical area is an iconic sign of the territory. Symbols are signs 

whose relationship with their meaning is established through a 

conventional rule. A red light is a symbol of the obligation to stop 

(Strazny, 2005: 947). 

 

Semantics, developing only in the later 1960s, reconstructs content or 

meaning by building up the meaning of words and sentences from elementary 

word meaning elements or dimensions (Greimas, 1966: 18-19). Semantics is 

closely related to stylistic and syntactic because the use of lexicon and structure in 

a news can react a certain meaning. Van Dijk categorizes semantic as a local 

meaning which means a meaning comes from a relation of inter-sentence and or 

inter-proposition which constructs certain meaning from a text such as 

background, detail, purpose, and presupposition. Background is a part of news 
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text which influences intended meaning. Background is considered importance 

since it is an element to uncover the purpose of the journalist. Purpose is about the 

aim which is delivered. Good information is clearly delivered but in other hand 

the bad information is delivered implicitly. It is because detail is closely related to 

information control of the journalist. Finally, macrostructure distinguishes 

between meaning and its expression in surface structures, such a word, phrases, 

clause, and sentence forms (van Dik, 1988: 59). 

b. Syntax 

Syntax is arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed 

sentences. It is between semantic and phonology. Both deal with human 

languages produced by systems for relating sound (or more generally 

gesture, as in signed languages) and meaning. The systematic properties on 

the sound side are the realm of phonology while those on the meaning side 

belong to semantics (Strazny, 2005: 1068). 

  

Syntax covers sentence structure, coherence, and pronoun to manipulate a 

text to its readers (van Dijk, 1988: 25). In political affairs, they are used to make 

better and worse by using syntax (sentence). They are also used to implicate the 

ideology like what the journalists do when they want to figure an actor or certain 

event negatively or positively. Sentence structure is about logical thinking of 

causality, for example A describes B or B describes A. It is also about the word 

order which functions to emphasize and omit the using of phrase. Coherence 

means an inter-word or an inter-sentence relation in a text. Two sentences which 

show two different facts can be related in order to be coherent. Pronoun is used by 

communicator to manipulate language by creating imaginative community and to 
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show the position of someone in a discourse. In expressing, people can use “I” or 

“we” which represents an official manner of the communicator. “We” represents 

togetherness in a community and implicates to make solidarity, alliance, and 

attention between journalist and readers. 

Bloomsbury Academic publishes a book entitled The Language of 

Journalism: a Multi-Genre Perspective that specifically discusses attitude of 

journalists. Brown and Gilman argue: 

The solidarity of much of the expression of community rests on the tragic 

use of such pronouns as „you and especially „we‟. In keeping with 

Fairclough‟s (2001: 52) theory of synthetic personalization - that is a drive 

to address unseen mass audiences in the sympathetic tones of individual 

conversation – we will look how pronouns are employed to include the 

reader, as well as the role of presupposition and humour (Michael Higgins 

and Angela Smith, 2013: 53). 

 

c. Stylistic 

Style is a property of language use that is difficult to define in precise 

terms. Traditionally, style and its discipline, stylistics, were closely associated 

with persona uniqueness and the aesthetics of language use (Chatman, 1971). 

Encyclopaedia of Linguistic Vol. 1 defines a term of stylistic as variability of 

linguistic form.  

Stylistics is the description and analysis of the variability of linguistic 

forms in actual language use. The concepts of „style‟ and „stylistic 

variation‟ in language rest on the general assumption that within the 

language system, the same content can be encoded in more than one 

linguistic form. Operating at all linguistic levels (e.g. lexicology, syntax, 

text linguistics, and intonation), stylisticians analyze both the style of 
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specific texts and stylistic variation across texts. These texts can be literary 

or nonliterary in nature. Generally speaking, style may be regarded as a 

choice of linguistic means; as deviation from a norm; as recurrence of 

linguistic forms; and as comparison (Strazny, 2005: 1043). 

 

Style Diction generally is the choice of words in speaking or writing. It is 

the distinctive tone or tenor of an author‟s writings. Diction is not just a writer's 

choice of words it can include the mood, attitude, dialect and style of writing. 

Diction is usually judged with reference to the prevailing standards of proper 

writing and speech and is seen as the mark of quality of the writing. It is also 

understood as the selection of certain words or phrases that become peculiar to a 

writer (http://literary-devices.com/content/diction accessed on February 10, 2014). 

Diction is about how people deal with word selection and the style of enunciation 

in speaking too. It can express ideology or persuasion like in “terrorist” and 

“freedom fighter”. It has an effect on the understanding of readers to the actor. 

News as Discourse explains that style is defined as an indicator or marker 

of social properties of speakers and of the socio-cultural situation of the speech 

event. Thus, age, gender, status, class, and ethnic background are the social 

factors that also determine language use variations. These variations are examined 

primarily at the levels of surface structure, such as phonology, morphology, 

syntax, and the lexicon. Depending on various social dimensions, language users 

may have recourse to different sound patterns, sentence patterns, or words to 

express a given meaning. Similarly, more-or-less independent of speaker 

dimensions, the context of communication has its own stylistics constraints. 

Speakers tend to make use of a more formal style in public than in everyday 

http://literary-devices.com/content/diction
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conversation with friends or family members. Written or printed language, 

similarly, may be associated with a more formal style than spoken language (van 

Dijk, 1988: 72-82). Style is heavily constrained by various contextual factors 

deriving from the public, mass mediated, and formal nature of news. 

d. Rhetoric 

Rhetoric is much like style. It has exhibited organic changes in focus, 

orientation, and scope over time, evident in the meaning of the word rhetoric, 

which has acquired meanings that are „irreducibly multivalent‟ (Fleming, 1998: 

174). Rhetoric is the art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing. It is to 

persuade and related to how message is delivered. Persuasion has goals and 

effects of communication like assertion, request, and may be a thread. Persuasive 

content features should be well-organized in order to be noticed, understood, 

represented, memorized, and finally believed and integrated. Standard strategies 

for assertion are emphasizing the factual nature of events, build a strong relational 

structure for facts, and provide information that has attitudinal and emotional 

dimension (van Dijk, 1988: 84-85). That is used to make message more effective 

such as using metaphor in writing or speaking. Metaphor is a figurative speech in 

which a word or phrase is applied to something not literally applicable. By using 

metaphor, people hope that they can influence and indoctrinate their target. 

Metaphor is other term of figurative speech which is a word with a 

different literal meaning. Strazny defines metaphor as below: 

Metaphor and metonymy are two closely related concepts. They have been 

treated for centuries as types of figures of speech. Metaphor is defined 

from this „classical‟ perspective as a figure of speech in which one word is 
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used to indicate something different from the literal meaning, so that one 

thing or idea is likened to a different thing or idea. In a sentence like He 

had a heart of stone, the word stone is not used in its normal physical 

sense; rather, it conveys the idea of insensitivity (Strazny, 2005: 677). 

 

A research on discourse is not enough if it is based on text analysis only. It 

must be known how a text is produced in order to get an understanding why the 

text is like that. This production process and approach engage a process which is 

namely social cognition (van Dijk, 1988: 107). Social cognition is journalist‟s 

mental awareness in constructing the news text. In one hand, it is how a text is 

produced by people or media, and the other hand, social value is taken by 

journalist which in the end being used to produce a text. Basically, every news 

text is produced through awareness, knowledge, and hypothesis or certain study of 

the phenomenon. Journalist is not considered to be a neutral one, but he has kinds 

of value, experience, and influencing ideology which all got from his life. A 

phenomenon is known based on its schema or model. A schema is considered as 

mental structure includes point of view, social attitude, and phenomenon. To 

construct a text, a journalist applies four strategies. Selection means a process to 

select several sources from publications as the references to write about. 

Reproduction relates to a step concerning on how the text is arranged. The 

arrangement involves deciding topic, elaborating ideas, analysing facts, giving 

opinion, and making conclusion. After arranging, a journalist goes to a step of 

summarization which means the journalist needs to do the process of deletion, 

generalization, and construction. The last strategy is local transformation that 

presents the final text to readers (van Dijk, 1988: 114-117). 
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The third is context. It, which is sometimes known as social context, is a 

study about construction developed in the public discourse on an issue. 

Furthermore, this third dimension shows how a text is closely connected with the 

structure of social and knowledge background develop in the community in 

addressing a discourse. The important thing of this is to show how to comprehend 

the meaning and produce social power through discourse and a legitimization. 

Power and access become the two significant points here. Power is utilised to 

control a group. A domination functions to influence where the social context of 

the news is. Access is to influence the discourse which means how majority has 

bigger access than the minority. In a simple word, text is inside the social 

cognition and context covers both of context and social cognition (Rosa, 1999: 

84-102). 

 

1.7 Method of Research 

Method of research used in outlining a problem for elaborating functions 

to explain more easily. In this method, writer divides the explanation into four 

parts. 

 

1.7.1 Type of Research 

This study mixes between two-third descriptive qualitative method and a 

third quantitative method. According to Bogdan and Taylor, quoted by Lexy J. 

Moleong in Buku Panduan Akademik (2013: 33), qualitative method is a method 

of research procedure which produces descriptive data in the form of words 
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written or spoken of the people and behaviour that can be observed. Morse in 

Research Design Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches states 

that sequential explanatory design is typically used to explain and interpret 

quantitative result by collecting and analyzing follow-up qualitative data 

(Creswell, 2009: 211). 

 

1.7.2 Data Source 

The primary data is an opinion text published in Al Jazeera English online 

written by Hatem Bazian “Religious Authority, State Power, and Revolutions” 

and the comments of the readers. 

  

1.7.3 Data Collection Techniques 

Since the data is of this research are found in a form of text, the writer uses 

an observation technique. It is a prominent way including a studying an object 

using all the senses (Suharsimi, 2002: 133). The steps of documentation are 

started from finding data from Al Jazeera as the data source, taking one of the 

populations (Hatem Bazian‟s all Opinion), deciding the sample (an opinion 

“Religious Authority, State Power, and Revolutions”). It is continued by closely 

reading and identifying words, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs that involved to 

analysis of text. The last step is making notes to the identification. 
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1.7.4 Data Analysis Technique 

Once the data are collected and grouped according to the categories of 

research objectives. Then the data are observed, analyzed, and interpreted by 

applying the theoretical approach and in the end it can be concluded. 

As explained in the theoretical approach, this research uses Teun A. van 

Dijk‟s discourse analysis theory which is divided into three types namely 

dimensions of text, social cognition and context. The stages of data analysis 

technique in this study are three interactive process proposed by Miles and 

Huberman (1994: 10-12), called data reduction, presentation, and conclusion. This 

technique is chosen because the writer considers the technique more effective and 

efficient than the techniques introduced by Bryman and Burgess so hopefully the 

process can go faster. 

 

1.8 Paper Organization 

This research is written into four chapters. First chapter is an introduction 

which discusses about the background, problem statements, significances of the 

study, literature review, theoretical approach, method of research and paper 

organization. Second chapter contains the biography of Hatem Bazian and 

conflicts in Egypt as the supporting data to the discussion. Third chapter focuses 

on the discussion of data analysis towards three dimensions. The last chapter is 

conclusion and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

4.1 Conclusion 

This research applies van Dijk theory which focuses on three dimensions 

to uncover Hatem Bazian’s opinion. The dimensions including text, social 

cognition, and context are the most appropriate to be used in this study since they 

are regarded as the best way to answer three problem statements. This study mixes 

between two-third descriptive qualitative method and a third quantitative method. 

The data is an opinion “Religious Authority, State Power, and Revolutions” from 

Al Jazeera online published September 15, 2013. The data, then, are collected by 

reading, making note, and reporting. Finally, the researcher can analyze them by 

applying technique: the data are grouped according to their category; then they are 

interpreted; and finally they are concluded. 

Hatem Bazian organizes his opinion by dividing its schema into three parts 

that are opening, content, and closing. In opening, description paragraph explains 

recent events in Egypt about great struggle between religious scholars and state. 

Than it is followed by paragraphs that review three discussions regarded as the 

causality conflict in Egypt: the decline of Sunni; the non-traditional actor 

emergence; and inharmonious modern nation state and religious scholars. Hatem 

Bazian uses and makes the readers understand his communication message with 

applying microstructure dimension that consists of semantic, syntax, stylistic, and 

rhetoric. Those four studies are utilised to compose an intact discourse text that 
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has characteristic elements such as background, detail, purpose, and 

presupposition in Semantic; sentence structure, coherence, and pronoun in syntax; 

lexicon in stylistic; and graphic and metaphor in rhetoric. The analysis of the first 

problem statement is concluded that Hatem Bazian writes his opinion to certain 

people who have good understanding towards political and religious affair. 

Everyone has reason and purpose to do something. Hatem Bazian has 

them as well to write “Religious Authority, State Power, and Revolutions.” 

Biography of Hatem Bazian and some published news have led the researcher to 

find out what urges him to write down an opinion. As an activist in journalism, 

movement organization, educational realm, Bazian is restless towards the 

condition in Arab world, especially Egypt. An anxiety is a basic reason to 

encourage people to do something helpful like Hatem Bazian does. He has 

purposes which are addressed to general, Muslim, and Egyptian readers. By 

reading the opinion, Bazian wants to let the general readers know that Egypt is 

facing disarray. All Muslims around the world are urged to care about and help 

their brothers’ suffer. Six unanswered questions in the text are intentionally aimed 

as the stimulus for Egyptian action to solve their national conflict. 

In the observation of the readers’ response, the result shows that the 13 

people taken as sample consist of eight people disagree and the rest five people 

agree with the opinion. In spite of process of analysis is done textually which 

means the researcher just decides between affirmation and objection based on the 

text of comments, the response of the readers taken from comment is still credible 
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as seen in its relevance. Logically, people who give a comment understand what 

they read. Moreover it is about political conflict. 

 

4.2 Suggestion 

Based on the result of the research, there are suggestions for the next researcher: 

1. Choose a more familiar discourse to the people around, because it will 

more easily help the researcher to collect and process the information. 

Furthermore, the contribution of study must be bigger and broadly cover 

than this research. 

2. Do a direct interview to the communicator and all involved people or 

institution to get the more complete data to analyze social cognition. 

Despite the researcher has data to support the answer, this study does some 

speculation. 

3. Find out the background of nation, religion, sex and education as the 

consideration to analyze response of the reader in order to make deeper 

analysis. It is better also for the next researcher to do not only categorize 

the response based on agreement or disagreement comments. 
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