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By : Nuril Jannah Dwi Apriani 

 

ABSTRACT 

Taboo is a word that used by someone to convey emotions to the hearer. Some 
of people consider taboo is a forbidden word to say to anyone, because it is not polite. 
Actually, we often hear those words such as goddamn, shit, fuck you, but the kind of 
taboo words have different formed and meaning. The meaning of taboo words itself 
depend on the context and situation. If those words are added with morpheme or the 
other words, it can create a new meaning. For example, you are asshole. The word 
asshole is from ass and hole. To create a new meaning in morphology is one of word 
formation process that is called compound. This research has two questions. First, what 
are the types of compounds that appear in Unstoppable movie’s script and second what 
are the types of  taboo words that used by the character in Unstoppable movie’s script. 
This research uses two theories, they are, compound and taboo theory, it consist of the 
types of compound by Nigel Fabb and taboo theory by Ronald Wardaugh. This research 
uses descriptive qualitative approach to analyze the data and the documentation 
technique for collecting the references and the sources. Based on the analysis, the 
researcher finds thirteen excocentric compounds, two endocentrics, and one coordinate 
compound. Further, there are three types of taboo, those are consist of 12 taboo of 
religion, six taboo of human’s body, one taboo of body funtion and five taboo of politic. 
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TABOO WORDS IN UNSTOPPABLE MOVIE 

By : Nuril Jannah Dwi Apriani 

 

ABSTRAK 
Tabu adalah kata yang digunakan oleh seseorang untuk menyampaikan emosi 

kepada pendengar. Beberapa orang menganggap tabu adalah kata terlarang untuk 
diucapkan kepada siapa pun, karena tidak sopan. Sebenarnya, kita sering mendengar 
kata-kata seperti Goddamn, shit, fuck you tetapi, kata-kata tabu memiliki bentuk dan 
arti yang berbeda. Arti kata-kata tabu itu sendiri tergantung pada konteks dan situasi. 
Apabila, kata-kata tersebut ditambahkan dengan morfem atau kata lain, dapat 
menciptakan makna baru. Misalnya, you are asshole. Kata asshole berasal dari ass dan 
hole. Menciptakan arti baru di dalam morfologi adalah salah satu proses pembentukan 
kata yang disebut compound. Penelitian ini memiliki dua pertanyaan. Pertama, apa saja 
jenis compounds yang terdapat dalam naskah film Unstoppable. Kedua apa saja jenis 
kata tabu yang digunakan oleh karakter dalam naskah film Unstoppable. Penelitian ini 
menggunakan dua teori yaitu teori compound oleh Nigel Fabb dan teori tabu oleh 
Ronald Wardaugh. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif untuk 
menganalisis data dan teknik dokumentasi untuk mengumpulkan referensi dan sumber. 
Berdasarkan hasil analisis, peneliti menemukan sepuluh compound of excocentric, satu 
endocentric, dan satu coordinate. Kemudian, ada tiga jenis tabu, mereka terdiri dari 12 
tabu religi, enam tabu tubuh manusia, satu tabu fungsi tubuh dan lima taboo politik. 

 
  

Kata Kunci : Tabu, kata majemuk, jenis kata majemuk, jenis tabu 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

Some people enjoy to watch movie than to read books. Watching movie is an 

interesting things for some people, because it can refresh mind and brain from daily 

activity. Movie is one of mass medias to show many informations as audio visual. 

“Movie has become popular art because it has been famous by people” (Turner, 1999: 

100).  

Movie is considered to be an important art because it can entertain the viewer 

from the plot of the story. Some of the scenes in movie make suspended scene like in 

the true life. It is one of methods to attract the viewer. One of the movie which is derives 

from the real story is Unstoppable. It is American movie which is directed by Tony 

Scott. This movie is published in 2010 by imdb.com. The story is inspired by the real 

story in life. It tells of a young engineer named Dewey from Washington that works as 

staff in station. He tries to stop a train which is lose control unintentionally. The train 

brings a cargo of chemical toxic. Two staff chase runaway in different locomotive and 

he tries to manage time fastly in order to chemical cargo do not shed in the town. The 

main character is Chris Pine, Denzel Washington and Rosario Dawson.  
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It has been success with two previous title. The previous name of Unstoppable 

movie is Runaway Trainand 8888 before it become CSX 8888. This movie is also called 

as “crazy incident” (http://www.slashfilm.com). A throller train run about 70 mils per 

hours without a masinis for two hours. Finally, two staff are able to make it slow down 

by pull latching the second engine and applying the brakes in railway.  

This movie interested to analysis because of some reasons. First,  

Unstoppable movie can give the good impact for the viewer because they can learn 

about taboo words that is forbid. Second, some of the character speak in taboo words 

to mock, hurt and understimate to one each other. Third, Movie is one of the ways to 

pratice listening when it is speak in English.  

In language, one of important things is to understand from what the speaker 

says. Some of the speakers have different languages when talk to hearer. For example, 

they use taboo words to make communication easily. In the other way, the speaker 

speaks in taboo words to show their emotion. Taboo is different word with the other 

because someone has special purpose when talk in taboo words. People feel offended 

when they do not understand the meaning of taboo words. This is the differences of 

each person to get messages from what speaker says. It depends on the capability from 

the hearer.  

Taboo is a new word which learned by people to add vocabulary. It can 

increase four skill in english like speaking, listening, writing and reading. This is some 

process to learn language because people gets a new word by watching and listening. 
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Besides, they have to know the exact meaning from new words. Usually, human’s brain 

is easy to catch a new words.  According to Tugend says that the first word that 

produced in human’s brain is a negative words. It is always happenning as normally. 

Human’s brain is more easy to catchs negative words than positive 

(http://www.nytimes.com/). Taboo is a kind of negative words. It called negative 

because of the meaning. 

Some of taboo words have different meaning when it is attached by the other 

words. This process called compound. There are one or more words in taboo that 

contain of compound and have the meaning. Everyone can speak in taboo words to 

show the bad things in their life, here there is verse in surah Fathir verse 10 : 

 �ُِ�� 
 ا��َُّ�َ� ۚ إِ�َْ�ِ� �َْ�َُ� اْ�َ��ُِ� ا��َّ�ُِّ� وَاْ�ًَ��ِ�ةُ َ َّ�َِّ� اْ�ِ ةَ  َ�ِ� َّ�َ%ْ$ َ#�نَ �ُِ!�ُ� اْ�ِ

+َِ* ھَُ' �َ)ُ'رُ  �ِّ+َ�تِ �4َُْ� 2َ3َابٌ 0َِ��ٌ� ۖ وََ%ْ�ُ! أوُ�َٰ �ُ ۚ وَا��2ََِّ$ �َْ�ُ�ُ!ونَ ا�6ََُّ !َْ� . 

Translation : 

“Whoever desires honour, (power and glory), then to Allah belong all honour, 

power and glory (and one can get honour, power and glory only by obeying 

and worshipping Allah (alone)). To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the 

righteous deeds exactly it (i.e the goodly words are not accepted by Allah unless 

and until they are followed by good deeds), but those who plot evils, theirs will 

be severe torment. And the plotting of such will perish”. (Hilal and Khan, 2011: 

410) 
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The verse is related with taboo words. From the verse above, it explains that 

in Islam, people have to keep their mouth from negative words because it makes 

someone hurt. It appear in the meaning “ to Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the 

righteous deeds exactly”. A moslem who intend to do the bad things to someone, he/she 

can gets the bad impact from Allah. This is the reason for moslems that want to speak 

in taboo. A moslem have to speak in a good language.  

In the movie, there are some characters speak in taboo words. They speak in 

taboo to express the feeling of angry, pleasure and to understimate or to mock their 

friends. Wardaugh said that, “taboo is the prohibition or avoidance in any society of 

behaviour to be harmful to its members in that it would cause anxiety, embrassement 

or shame” (2006: 239). It refers to the meaning of taboo itself interpretation of hearer. 

According to Hornby, “Taboo is  a cultural or religious custom that forbid to people to 

do, touch, use or talk about certain thing” (1995: 1213). Taboo itself has different form 

and meaning.  

The true meaning of taboo depends on the context and situation when 

someone speak it. Besides, taboo words itself can be in separate but it can not attach to 

other word. This is a kind of word formation in morpholgy. 

There are many terms about the words formation process in Morphology. 

According to West, “morphology is derived from the word morph means form and 

logos means as ascience, so that morphology is a science that studies about words 

formation” (1975:109). There are some types of word formation process which is 
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combined two separated words and it has a meaning. Yule states that some of the word 

formation process are borrowing, compounding, blending, clipping, derivation, 

coinage and reduplication (Yule, 2010: 53). Each process has  different rule to create 

a new words.  

In word formation, people may find two words combination that only has one 

meaning. It is one of the kind of word formation process that is called compounding. 

Compounding is a combination of two words to form a new word (Plag, 2003: 133). It 

consist of two elements. In English, compound has some characteristic like special 

stress pattern. Compound words can be found in different languages. However, the true 

meaning of compound can not be predicted automatically like redskin, it does not mean 

a skin that is red, but the meaning of redskin is Indian. It is uttered by the character  in 

Unstoppable movie. 

Further, this research finds different something to make observation deeply. 

The different things from the other researches is to analyze compound and taboo that 

finds in Unstoppable movie script. The aim of this research is to know how the words 

occur in taboo words in that movie. In taboo, compound words are found in script 

movie. Besides, there are some factors can influence somebody to speak taboo, such as 

friends, family, environment, behaviour, habitual, and many others. 

1.2 Research Questions 
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According to the explanation in the background of study above, this research 

discusses some research questions. They are : 

1. What are the types of taboo words are used by the character in Unstoppable movie’s 

script? 

2. What are the types of compound words in taboo that appear in Unstoppable movie’s 

script? 

1.3 Objectives of Study  

This research aims to find out the types of  compound word process and to know 

the types of taboo words are used by the character in that movie. 

1.4 Significances of Study 

Academically, this research can be useful to increase the references for the 

reader. Besides, it is important for students to make the next research about taboo and 

compounds. This research can enrich vocabulary of taboo words and compound. Some 

of taboo words can be use in speaking also writing. This research suppose to be 

guidance for all reader.  

Practicically, this research gives the good impact for the reader because the 

theory of taboo words and compound can increase knowledge and developing mind. 

The types of compound can be useful to communicate and also improve skills in english 

speaking.  
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1.5. Literature Review 

There are some previous studies about word formation cases in movie. The 

researcher finds several kinds of literature that related to this research. To ensure if this 

research is original, the researcher will present five researches: 

The first is Arbideen Samaae’s graduating paper from Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta, entitled “An Analysis of Compound Words Found in English 

Translation of Shahih Al-Bukhari” in 2015. This research uses a qualitative descriptive 

method. The research questions are “What are the form of compound words and the 

meaning found in English translation of Shahih Al-Bukhari. To conclude, She finds 

three forms of compound words, they are noun compound 66 or 64.8%, Verb 

compound (22or 21,5%) and Adjective compound (14 or 13,7%). Besides, the meaning 

of compound words are 53 (52%) data which belong to trasnparent meaning and there 

are 49 (48%) data belong to opaque meaning. The theory used by O’Grady and Palmer.  

The second research is entitled “A Morphological Study on English Compound 

Words Found in Handbook of Pyscholinguistics Subject” by Andreavian Ari Wibowo 

from Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta in 2014. This research used a qualitative 

descriptive method. He used two theories, they are O’Grady and Palmer. The data 

source is taken from the Handbook of Pyscholinguistics. This research analyzes the 

form compounds word and the meaning. The results of analysis are 226 of compound 

words. Based on the forms of compound word, there are 158 (69,9%) 0f noun 

compound, 1 (0,4%) of verb compound and 67 (29,7%) of adjective compound. The 



8 

 

 

total is 226 (100%) of compound words. Based on the meanings of compound, there 

are 184 (81,4%) of transparent meaning and 42 (18,6%) of opaque meaning. Totally, 

there are 226 (100%) of compound words.  

The third is graduating paper entitled “A Morphological Study on English 

Compound Words in Sport News of The Jakarta Post” by Ilham Nashruddin from 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta in 2012. The problem of this research is about 

the form of compounds word in English. He uses Yule’s theory to analyze the word 

formation process. The result shows that there are33 data of English compound words, 

eight forms of compounds word. This research uses a descriptive qualitative method to 

classify and analyze the forms. 

The fourth is titled “The Function of Taboo Words and Their Expressions in 

Bad Boys Movie by Gede Aditya Widya Kusuma from Udayana University in 2013. 

This research discusses about the expressions of taboo words used by the main 

characters in Bad Boys movie and the functions of those expressions. He uses 

Andersson and Hirsch’s theories. The result are : First, the main characters more often 

used the abusive expressions. It happened because the main characters were more likely 

to express what they felt to someone directly. Second, it can be said the main characters 

produced more obscenity than the other. This research uses a descriptive qualitative 

method. 

The last is graduating paper entitled “An Analysis of Taboo Words used by 

Character in Freedom Writers Movie by Tiara TrulyFiona in 2014 from Brawijaya 



9 

 

 

University. This research focus on the types  type of taboo words and the purpose of 

using taboo words by the characters. She uses Wardaugh and Holmes’ theories. This 

research discusses some questions. What are the types of taboo words that used by the 

characters in that movie and what are the factors that influence the characters to speak 

taboo words. It includes descriptive qualitative research. The results show that there 

are twenty-four taboo words that is uttered by four characters in Bad Boys movie. It 

consist of  twenty-four taboo uttered by American-African, seven taboo uttered by 

Hispanics, six taboo uttered by Asians and two taboo uttered by white people.  

Based on those researches above, most of them analyze compound words use 

word formation theory such as Garvey, Yule, and Katamba. In this research is quite 

different from the data and the theory, because this research focuses on compounds 

word in taboo. Besides, there is similiar in compounds theory but different because  it 

is in the Unstoppable movie. One of the reason choose compounds in taboo words 

because taboo is familiar words which are used by some people such as goddamn, shit, 

alas and many others. This research want to explore about this cases.  

1.6 Theoretical Approach 

This research focuses on the taboo words and compound which is uttered by 

the character in Unstoppable movie. It is uses two theories by Nigel Fabb and 

Wardaugh. The first theory is to analyze compound words and the second theory is to 

analyze taboo words.  
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Taboo is a wide phenomenon across the world. Some taboo words have been 

used since long time ago and those have become common language for users. Taboo 

words have spread widely in the world and shared by people. Wardaugh state that taboo 

is the prohibiton or avoidance in any society of behaviour to be harmful to its members 

in that it would cause anxiety or shame (2006: 239). It is associated with negative 

expression which is forbid. Eventhough taboo is prohibited words, some people try to 

speak in taboo. Taboo refers to certain object in common circumstances. It is classified 

into some categorise. They are :  

• Taboo of religion 

• Taboo of death and diseases 

• Taboo of excretion (human’s body) 

• Taboo of body function 

• And taboo of  politics.  

Besides, this is the explanation of compound words. “There are some processes 

of creating new words such as borrowing, blending, clipping, backformation, coinage, 

conversion and compound” (Yule, 2010: 55). Compound is one of the kind of word 

formation process to create a new word. According to Fabb, “A compound is a word 

which consists of two or more words (1997: 66). In compound, some familiar words 

such as bookcase, doorknob and fingerprint have two elements and a meaning.  

1.7. Method of Research  
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 This research explain four parts that consist of type of research, data source, 

data collection tehcnique, data anaylsis technique and the last is paper organization. 

1.7.1. Type of Research 

According to Zed, “There are two types of research, they are library research 

and field research. Both of them have different purpose. Library research intend to 

know the function of research while field research aims to know the first step of 

research design in order to get information, theoretical study or methdology” (2008: 

1).  Therefore, this research include library research. 

Library research is an activity which relate with data collection technique, 

reading and make a notes from material research (Zed, 2008: 3). This research is library 

research which analyzes compound in taboo words based on the script of Unstoppable 

movie. This research is qualitative-descriptive approach to analyze. Descriptive 

analysis is a study that include to describ the result through means, standard deviation 

and range of score (Rumidi, 2012: 105). 

Qualitative analysis is exploring and understanding the meaning individuals  

based on the interpretation (Creswell, 2009: 5). Usually, It is used to find out the way 

of people thinking, the way of speaking to get deeply comprehension. Usually, 

Qualitative explains about understanding of the words. The aim of qualitative is to 

understand some aspects of social life and the methods that consist of the common 

words as the data for analyze (Michael Quinn, 2002: 2). 
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1.7.2 Data Source 

According to Gibson, “Data is a word which describe valid information to help 

the researcher answer questions” (2003: 64). Data source is a good information which 

relate to the real thing, something abstract, situation as qualitative and quantitative 

(Rumidi, 2012: 44). This research gets the sources of the data from subtitle of 

Unstoppable movie as the data analysis. The main data is the movie itself. This research 

takes the other sources from some books, internet, journal, article to support the theory.  

1.7.3 Data Collection Technique 

This research uses some steps to collect the data. First, the subtitle of the movie 

takes from download the link: http://www.yifysubtitles.com. Second, watching and 

reading the movies repeatly and choosing the data that includes in taboo and compound. 

Third, submit all the data which is obtained from the movie. The last is documentation.   

1.7.4 Data Analysis Technique 

There are some processes in analyzing the data. The data finds in the subtitle is 

classified into some categories based on two theories by Nigel Fabb and Wardaugh. 

According to Bryman and Burgess, “Two main approaches to qualitative data analysis 

can be found in the texts such as discussion of the main general frameworks and 

revision of the main emphasize of qualitative data analysis”. (1994: 3).  
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First, classifying all the data into taboo and compound. Second, analyzing all 

the data based on two theories. Third, applying the data with two theories. Fourth, is 

drawing a conclusion.  

1.8 Paper Organization 

This research is divided into four chapters. The first chapter is an introduction 

that consists of background of study, research question, objectives of study, 

significances of study, literature review, theoretical approach, method of study, and 

paper organization. The second chapter consists of theoretical background to explain 

the theory of compound and taboo words. The third chapter is finding and analysis by 

apply the theory. The fourth chapter is conclusion and suggestion for this research. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

4.1. CONCLUSION 

This research observes compound and taboo words, because taboo is one of 

language that contain of vulgarity, silly and inappropriate to talk about. Taboo words 

appear in Unstoppable movie. This research founds 23 data from the script of movie. The 

data consist of 12 compound and 23 taboo words. After finding and discussion in the third 

chapter, the researcher take a conclusion from the whole explanation and the research 

question in the first chapter. The researcher analysis the data with two theories. The first 

is compounds’ theory by Nigell Fabb and the second is Taboo’s theory by Wardaugh. 

There are 12 compounds which is divided into three categories. They are one 

coordinative, one endocentric and 10 excocentric compound.  

Besides, the reseacher found 23 data of taboo words which consist of 12 taboo 

of religion, six taboo of human’s body, one taboo of body function and five taboo of 

politic.  
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4.2 SUGGESTION 

According to this research, The researcher has some suggestions for the next researcher, 

they are : 

1. In this graduating paper, the next researcher can analyze taboo words on the other 

aspect such as sociolinguistics and the meaning itself based on semantically and 

lexically meaning. On the other hand, the researcher can use the other form to analyze 

the word occurs in taboo like borrowing, clipping and the others.  

2. Those are taboo words and compounds  give the positive impacts for the other 

researcher to learn the theory also the history of taboo to know the origin of taboo 

words.  

3. The similiar research about taboo can give the additional knowledge to improve skills 

in speaking, and listening from Unstoppable movie.  
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APPENDIXES 

Type of taboo and compounds words in Unstoppable Movie 

NB: 

RE : Religion 

HB: Human’s body 

BF : Body Function 

PO : Politic 

 

No Data 
Number Utterances 

Type of Taboo Words 

RE HB BF PO 

1. 311 Where does it look like the goddamn 
train is? √   

 

2 403 So now what the hell 
√   

 

3 338 Damn it Dewey! What the position 
√   

 

4 153 You better get back on, dickhead! 
 √  

 

5 1339 Come on! shit! 
  √ 

 

6 718 Nice job, asshole! 
 √  

 

7 247 Great, I need you to Haul Ass over 
there!  √  

 

8 715 Holy Shit! 
√   
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9 1016 Jesus Christ 
√   

 

10 1011 And this is the sound of me saving your 
ass!  √  

 

11. 315 Get behind us, Jackass! It’s Ned 
   √ 

12. 74 The things half a mile long for Christ’s 
sake √   

 

13. 199 How the hell did this happen? 
√   

 

14. 294 Who the hell are you? 
√   

 

15. 889 God damn it, you listen to me! 
You son of a bitch! You will be fired! √   

 

16. 324 But these two numbnuts that you sent! 
   √ 

17. 848 Tell them idiots, it ain’t gonna work 
    √ 

18. 1009 What in the hell was that! 
√   

 

19. 500 It's an unfortunate combination of 
human error and bad luck. √   

 

20. 361 Turns out the judge they assigned,was a 
real hard ass  √  

 

21. 889 You son of a bitch! You will be fired! 
 √  √ 

22. 49 Like hell you are 
√   
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23. 886 I'm letting you know, we're 
going to run this bitch down.   

 
 

√ 
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APPENDIXES 

List of the Taboo and Compound words that used to analyze in this research 

No. Words Taboo Compounds 

1 Goddamn √ √ 

2 Dickhead √ √ 

3 Bullshit √ √ 

4 Asshole √ √ 

5 Haul Ass √ √ 

6 Holy shit √ √ 

7 Jesus Christ √  

8 Hard Ass √ √ 

9 Jackass √ √ 

10 Badluck √ √ 

11 Goddamn conductor √ √ 

12 Idiots √  

13 Numbnuts √ √ 

14 Bitch down √ √ 

15 What the hell √  

16 Damn √  

17 Hell √  

18 Ass √  

19 Who the hell  √  

20 How the hell  √  

21. Christ’s sake √  

22.  Shit  √  

23. Son of a bitch √  
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