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From Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University
to the World

Waryono Abdul Ghafur
(Vice Rector for Student and Cooperation Affairs)

In 2016, Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University is stepping
to its 65 years old,a quite long period for an education institution in
Indonesia, even though it could be a short period of time compared
to universities such as in Europe or the United States, which have
experienced centuries in managing education. During its half a century
period, State Islamic University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta went through
numbers of developmental stages. It was begun with piloting phase
(1951-1960), the development of institutional foundation phase (1960-
1972), followed by the development of academic foundation (1972-
1996) and the stabilization of academic orientation(1996-2001), the
phase of Institutional development (2001-2010), followed by internal
management reinforcement (2010-2015), as well as the phase toward
World Class University (WCU) in the field of Islamic Studies with the
status of State University as Legal Entities (in Bahasa Indonesia named
PTNBH) for its institutional management. The steps toward WCU has
been set up in the Master Plan for the Development of State Islamic
University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta of 2014-2038. In this stage, State
Islamic University should not merely play its role in local and national
development, but also in the wider context of regional, international
and global world by optimizing its potentialities.

During its developmental stages from Islamic Higher Education
Institution (Institute) status until its status to become a university,
Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University Yogyakarta had never isolated
itself from international society. During its piloting phase, the Institute
had initiated many cooperations with various universities in the Middle
East, especially Al-Azhar University, Egypt, as the center of Islamic
studies. Moreover, the Institute had also awarded a doctorate honoris
cause for the rector of Al- Azhar University, Prof. Dr. Mahmud Syaltut.
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Similarly, Al-Azhar University awarded a doctorate honoris causa for the
President at that time, Soekarno. In the next phase, when Prof. Mukti
Ali was appointed as the Minister of Religous Affairs of the Republic
of Indonesia (1971-1978), the Institute developed its cooperation with
universities in North America such as McGill University, Canada.

Today, Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University Yogyakarta has
initiated numbers of cooperation with top universities in the world,
ranged from Asia, Africa, Europe, North America, and Australia.
Recently, Sunan Kalijaga State Islamic University Yogyakarta has
signed a MoU with Canal Suez University, renewed the cooperation
with Al-Azhar University, AinShams University, Egypt, as well as Ez-
zitouna University and University of Sousse, Tunisia in the Middle East.
Whereas, for Europeanregions, it develops the cooperation with the
University of Gottingen, Germany and Radboud University, Nijmegen,
the Netherlands.

Considering  those  wide  international  networks,
SunanKalijagaState Islamic University opens its opportunity to
contribute to the global world. Those opportunities were supported by
numbers of potentialities owned by the University. To mention some,
the University has professional human resources. Many of its lecturers
are professors anddoctors who earned their degree from prestigious
universities abroad as well as from home countries. Furthermore, the
University conducted an agreement with international universities for
lecturer exchange programs. Many lecturers were invited by universities
abroad to teach Islamic studies there. Correspondingly, lecturers
from overseas universities were invited to teach or give lecture at
the University.

Besides its lecturers’ role in the academic field in international
level,SunanKalijaga State Islamic University also has internationally
recognized practitioners, researchers, and even bureaucrat,for example,
those who serve as an ambassador, a commissioner of Organization
for Islamic Cooperation (OIC), and researchers in international
institutions. In addition, the University owned an internationally
recognized academicjournal, al-Jami'ah,whichis indexed by Scopus.This
becomes the media to spread out academic thoughts and contribution
of the University to the international world.
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It particularly in regard to its international network and
potentialities that the University becomesthe leading Islamic higher
education in Indonesia with high interest of students enrollment. During
the last 7 years those who register to enroll in the University comprises
around 60.000 until 80.000 students, even though the University
only selected 3.500 students to be accepted each year. The number of
international students is also increasing, both at undergraduate and
postgraduate level. By countries, the international students come from
Malaysia, Thailand, Russia, the Philippines, Iran, and Libya.

About this Book

The publication of this book,From UIN Sunan Kalijaga to the
World, (oLl S L= S5y wiaslzis) has been underlined by the urgency
to bring together the valuable thoughts from Sunan Kalijaga State
Islamic University’s academicians in one compilation (although it
only compiles a very limited numbers of them) as an effort on how the
University should contribute for scientific development in the global
world. This book reflects various scientific discourses that should
depict therichand wide coverage of different faculties at the University,
ranging from contemporary social problems to the development of
science and technology for humanity.

This book contains 13 articles comprises of 7 articles written in
English and the other 6 written in Arabic. The first English article was
written by Prof. M. Amin Abdullah, a professor of Islamic philosophy
and Islamic studies and a Cultural Commission of the Indonesian
Academy of Sciences (AIPI), also a former Rector of the University.
He writes about new scientific paradigm developed by the University,
that is integration and interconnection among religion, science, and
culture which then become the core for other articles in this book. For
that, the other articles in this book should be comprehended under
the framework of those three entities: religion, science, and culture.

Using that framework, the articles in this book can be
categorized into 4 clusters. First, Islamic studies, such as Qur’anic
Interpretation, Islamic law, Islamic theology, prophetic education,
Arabic language and literature. These topics correspond to thecore
subject of the University, that is in Islamic studies.
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Second, social-cultural studies, as seen in the article on the re-
comprehension of the charismatic authority concept of Max Weber.
Third, humanities, the one discusses radicalism and peace. Fourth,
science and technology, for example, the article that is written by
Shofwatul “‘Uyun, Lina Choridah, and M. Didik R Wahyudi. Those
three are lecturers from the Faculty of Science and Technology that
develop algorithm formulas to be implemented in Computer-Aided
Detection (CADe). The latter is a tool for early detection of breast
cancer, which provides high accuracy.

Those fourth clusters were not stood apart from one another
in its own scientific root (monodisciplinary). However, they are
synergically cooperating and enriching each other (interdisciplinary,
multidiscipline, and transdisciplinary) in their approaches. The articles
under Islamic tradition discourses also use concepts and theories from
social sciences, and vice versa. Furthermore, science and technology
developed in the University are not value-free, rather Islam precisely
becomes the value basis for science and technology development.

Using integration-interconnection paradigm, Sunan Kalijaga
State Islamic University Yogyakarta is not merely trying to develop
“an ideal” formula in the connection between Islam and science,
rather this paradigm is perfectly compatible in producing moderate,
inclusive, and progressive Islamic studies based on Islamic insight
in Nusantara. That is an Islamic understanding that embeds peace
and wisdom; honors tolerance (tasamuh), puts forward harmony
(tawazun), and has moderate characteristics (tawasuth). Those are
the ideas from State Islamic University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta that
would be contributed to the world, of which the effort is by publishing
this book.

Yogyakarta, December 2016
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