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NAMELESSNESS IN A CLEAN, WELL -LIGHTED PLACE:
A STUDY OF FOCALIZATION IN NARRATOLOGY

By: Ummul Ummatul Fatimah
Abstract

Literary works such as a novel and a short story have various elements that can
influence the plot of its story, and one of these elements is the characters’ names.
This leads the researcher to analyze a short story entitled A Clean, Well-Lighted
Place written by Ernest Hemingway because of its uniqueness which presents
three main characters that are nameless. These three characters are mentioned as
the old man, the older waiter, and the younger waiter. This research aims is to find
out the reason why the characters shown are nameless and to identify the
implication drawn from the roles of the characters in this short story. The
researcher applies a qualitative method which is done with descriptive analysis,
and the theory deployed in this research is Narratology theory proposed by Mieke
Bal. Here does the researcher focus on the focalization including the layer of the
story. The categorization of focalization is a focalizer and a focalized object.
There are four points found in the analysis that relate to the role of the characters.
The result concludes that the characters are presented nameless because the
narrator wants to show the characters generally, and the implication of the roles is
to make sure that the information about the characters explained in this short story
is true or not.

Keywords: nameless, narratology, focalization



NAMELESSNESS IN A CLEAN, WELL -LIGHTED PLACE:
A STUDY OF FOCALIZATION IN NARRATOLOGY

Oleh: Ummul Ummatul Fatimah
Abstrak

Karya sastra seperti novel dan cerpen memiliki berbagai macam elemen yang
dapat memengaruhi alur cerita, dan salah satunya adalah nama tokoh. Hal ini
membuat penulis tertarik untuk menjadikan cerpen yang berjudul A Clean, Well-
Lighted Place oleh Ernest Hemingway sebagai objek dari penelitian karena
keuinikannya yang memiliki tiga tokoh utama yang tidak dinamai yang
diperankan oleh laki-laki tua (the old man), pelayan tua (the old waiter), dan
pelayan muda (the young waiter). Masing-masing dari mereka tidak dicantumkan
nama. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menjelaskan alasan ketiadaan nama
tokoh dan untuk mengetahui hubungan nama dengan peran dari setiap tokoh
dalam cerpen tersebut. Peneliti menggunakan metode kualitatif untuk
menyelesaikan masalah tersebut dan dijelaskan dengan menggunakan analisis
deskriptif. Teori yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah teori Narratology
yang diusung oleh Mieke Bal. Peneliti lebih fokus pada bagian fokalisasi yang
termasuk dalam bagian cerita. Terdapat dua kategori fokalisasi yaitu focalizer dan
objek fokalisasi. Ada empat poin dalam analisis yang berhubungan dengan peran
tokoh dalam cerpen ini. Hasil dari kesimpulan penelitian ini adalah ketiadaan
nama pada tokoh dikarenakan narrator ingin menunjukkan tokoh secara umum
yaitu tua dan muda dan hubungan ketiadaan nama dengan peran dari setiap tokoh
yaitu untuk memastikan bahwa informasi kehidupan tokoh yang dijelaskan dalam
cerpen tersebut benar atau tidak.

Kata Kunci: ketiadaan nama, naratologi, fokalisasi
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Literature is one of important parts in human life especially to understand
someone’s experiences. People cannot only share a story to others to understand
experiences, but they need a medium to communicate their experiences, feeling,
and thought, and that medium is literature especially literary works. The
experiences that people obtained are different, and they also can be the authors
and retell their different experiences to others through literary works even though
the readers might have distinctive interpretations from them. As stated by Carter
(2006:17) that

“If we had to have words for every single experience, we would not be

able to communicate with each other about those experiences. We need

words, such as ‘literature’ and ‘literary’, indicating such family

resemblances, to enable us to communicate information about individual

differences to each other.”

Experience itself is not only about the actual life but also about
someone’s knowledge. According to Morris (1964:270), literature however is
closely allied to actual experiences, and it is not exactly a reproduction or
transcript of happenings, feelings, and scenes. Thus, literature is unlike a

photograph of life, but it is like a series of portraits or interpretations.



The product of literature is literary works such as drama, poetry, and
prose. Prose can be divided into two categories, novel and short story. Novel and
short story are two literary works written by the author which consists of scenes,
characters, and plot. The first basic element of the novel and short story is a
scene. According to Morris (1964:346), the least important is scene, which in
most instances merely “sets the stage”. It is because of the premium on space in a
short story is handled as quickly as possible. Next, the second basic element of a
novel and short story is character. Then the third basic element is theme and the
meaning of story is delivered by the interaction between the characters. The last
basic element of a novel and short story is plot. The action of the story must
relate to the story. The authors can build the reader’s imagination. In a novel or
short story, the authors and the readers can imagine the scene, characters, and
plot by their imagination. In a short story, to know the developing character is
more difficult than a novel. According to Morris (1964: 270), a short story is how
little in the way of details-of description or character or action-the author actually
gives us, how much he suggests or implies. Unlike novels, which is easier to
know because it has a long story and development of the characters, a short story

with nameless characters is more challenging to analyze.

The researcher decided to analyze a short story by Ernest Hemingway
entitled A Clean, Well-Lighted place by Ernest Hemingway. This short story tells

about the deaf old man who always came in the late night and got drunk. Two



waiters; the older waiter and the younger waiter who always watched the old man
in the cafe hear a rumour that the old man tried to commit suicide last week. The
older waiter said that the old man had much money. For the young waiter, money
is everything and can solve anything. Then, the question is why he tried to
commit suicide, and the older waiter assumed that the old man tried to do it

because he felt lonely. Moreover, the reason why he always got drunk is nothing.

When the old man left the cafe, the waiters closed the café, and the
younger waiter went home. The older waiter actually wants to stay in a clean,
pleasant, and well-lighted café because he has no purpose to back home, and he
also has insomnia because he feels solitude and lonely. Finally the older waiter
left the café and walked away to the bar. He thought about the loneliness of the
deaf old man and himself. While he ordered nada or nothing in the bar, the
barman who took the order from the older waiter thought that he was a crazy
man. The barman just brought him a cup of coffee and did not respond to what
the older waiter said. After finishing the coffee, the old man went home and lay
in the bed. He says to himself that it is just insomnia and many people must also

have it.

As mentioned in that story, there are three characters that are nameless.
The first character is the deaf old man, while the other characters are two waiters;
the older waiter and the younger waiter. They are the dominant characters in this

story, but Hemingway does not name the characters. The character’s name is one



of the important elements in the story since with a name the author can make the
story alive in the writing process. The authors also can evolve the characters
through their nicknames (gointothestory.blcklst.com).

On the other side, the name of characters is to form their characterizations
and make their interactions or communication flow well and easy to understand.
According to Elizabeth Charter in her article entitled Nameless in Mukaranmi
Haruki’s a Wild Sheep Chase, she said that the name of the characters is
important during the process of recognizing and forming opinions about people,

which is to make a personal connection and relationship.

Naming the characters also relates to the roles. According to the narrator
in this short story, the waiters did not know if what they said about the old man
was true or not. They also did not know what happened with the old man’s life.
How did the waiters know about the old man’s problems? Based on that story,
the old man and the waiters did not have any relation. They never knew each
other. The waiter only knew that the old man was the customer who always came
in the late night and got drunk, and the old man only knew that the waiter was the
employee in the café. It is proven with how the waiter called the old man “old

man” not with his name.



1.2

Research Question

Based on the background above, the researcher aims to answer the following
questions:

1. Why are the characters of A Clean, Well-Lighted Place nameless?

2. If the nameless characters have implication for the roles, then how to

explain it?

1.3 Objectives of Study

14

In accordance with the problem statements above, this research attempts
to explain why the characters in A Clean, Well-Lighted Place are nameless and to

identify the implication to the roles of the characters.

Significance of study

The first significance is for the researcher. It proves that naming the
character of a short story and a novel is important because it makes the story
alive. The second significance is for the development of literature, reading
comprehension, and cultural studies both theoretically and practically.
Theoretically, narratology theory proposed by Mieke Bal is useful especially in
analyzing the elements of narrative texts. Practically, this research shows the
reason of namelessness in A Clean, Well-Lighted Place short story, and it has
implication for the role of the characters. This analysis focuses on focalization

including the layer of story.



1.5 Literature Review

There are some researchers which analyze similar object and theory. Here

are some of the related researches:

The first research is “Loneliness in Hemingway’s A Clean, well-lighted
place” by Adnan Hidayat Purnama from UIN Sunan Kalijaga (2016). This
research analyzes the loneliness of two characters in the short story A Clean,
Well-Lighted Place. They are an old man and an old waiter who experiences the
same feeling, loneliness. This research uses psychoanalysis theory. The results
show that there were two kinds of loneliness in the story: emotional loneliness
and social loneliness. The old man experienced emotional loneliness whilst the
older waiter experienced social loneliness. This differentce led them to act

differently.

The second is “The Research for the Absolute in Hemingway’s A Clean,
Well-lighted Place and The Snow of Kilimanjaro” by Sam Bluefarb which
compares two characters in two short stories by Ernest Hemingway. They are the
older waiter in A Clean, Well-Lighted Place and Harry in The Snow of
Kilimanjaro. The characters are compared in “religion” elements in
Hemingway’s work. The result of this research is neither Harry nor the older
waiter can ever break out of his prison of spiritual isolation, in speaking of man’s

relationship to his fellow man, has called “I-Thou” relationship, and through it to



an ultimate relationship with God. Ultimately, nothing will satisfy either the

older waiter or the writer sort of “absolution”

The third is “Discovering Allegorical Meaning in symbol found in
Hemingway’s A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” by Fitria Nur Shabrina, student of
Gadjah Mada University 2015. The results reveal six symbols found to construct
a single allegory about facing the reality of nothingness reflected by the two

characters.

The fourth is “The Clash of Culture Between America and China in Ha
Jin’s Short Story ‘After Cowboy Chicken Came to Town” by Arif Paozi, a
student of UIN Sunan Kalijaga (2017). This research investigates the clash
culture between America and China in After Cowboy Chicken Came to Town
short story. This analysis also uses narratology theory by Mieke Bal. The
researcher analyzes the culture, including the language and manners, in After
Cowboy Chicken to Town short story. His focalization emphasizes on the
external focalizor and character bound focalizor, and focalized object. The results
of this analysis are: first, culture clash is related directly to how people treat
others; second, culture clash occurred in the matter of language communication,
especially the use of the English language; lastly, culture clash which affects how

people treat is mainly noticeable in their manner toward the customers.

From the literature review above, the researcher found that the first

research and the third research use same object with different theories. The



second research compares two characters in two short stories which analyses the
religion elements. The last research uses same theory with different objects and
focuses on focalization to show the clash of culture in Ha Jin’s short story ‘After

Cowboy Chicken Came to Town .

This research is different from the previous ones in the sense that it uses
the same material with the first, second, third research that is ‘A Clean, Well-
Lighted Place’ and uses the same theory with the last research, the Narratology
theory by Mieke Bal which focuses on focalization to explain the reason of
namelessness in ‘A Clean, Well-lighted Place’ and the implication to the

characters’ roles.

1.6 Theoretical Approach

A structure is a group of elements that have relations to each other and
form a meaning. Unlike a story, characters, and setting, a structure is invisible.
According to Bartens (2001:55), structure is not something that we can easily
identify. It is all very well to say that all the elements of a text are interconnected
and that the various functions of these elements and the relations between them
constitute a structure, but that does not really help. To make a good art, structure
of the elements that built the literary work is needed. The structure is a form.
According to Abrams (2009:126), structure is interchangeable with form. ‘Form’
is not only one of the most frequent terms in literary criticism, but also one of the

most diverse in its meanings.



Structuralism is the author’s expression in literary works to bridge
communication between the author and the readers. The author’s imagination
should suggest the readers that the story is an imitation of reality.

Structuralism is in explicit opposition to mimetic criticism (the view that

literature is primarily an imitation of reality), to expressive criticism (the

view that literature primarily expresses the feelings or temperament or
creative imagination of its author, and to any form of the view that

literature is a mode of communication between author and readers).
(Abrams 2009:348)

Narratology is a branch of structuralism theory. Structuralism is a theory
that analyzes the structure or elements that construct a literary work. These
elements relate to each other to make the meaning of the story understandable by
the readers. One type of structuralism theory that is used to analyze this short
story is Narratology. Narratology is a narrative theory which has elements to tell
a story.

Narratology is a theory of narrative in literary forms such as novel and
short story. In this short story, narratology is applied to analyze the characters,
events, and activities of characters.

Narratology denotes recent concerns with the general theory and practice
of narrative in all literary forms. It deals especially with types of
narrators, the identification of structural elements and their diverse modes
of combination, recurrent narrative devices, and the analysis of the kinds

of discourse by which a narrative gets told, as well as with the narrate-
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that is the explicit or implied person or audience to whom the narrator
address the narrative. (Abrams 2009: 173)
The current study focuses on the narratology by Mieke Bal to analyze the

narrator and the characters. The narrator determines the characters depending on
how he/she describes the characters using his/her language.

The narrator is the most central concept in the analysis of narrative texts.
The identity of the narrator, the degree to which and the manner in which
that identity is indicated in the text, and the choices that are implied lend
the text its specific character. (Bal 2009:18)

Narratology is the structure of the narrative that does not see the meaning

and how the structure can influence the reader’s perspective. According to Mieke
bal (2008:3), narratology is the ensemble of theories of narratives, narrative texts,
images, spectacles, events; cultural artifacts that ‘tell a story.” Such a theory
helps to understand, analyze, and evaluate narratives. The structure in literary
forms is the elements that are related to each other to create the meaning, logic,
and understanding of the narrative.

In the theory of narratology, there are three layers that can be a good basis
for a further study of narratology —text, story, and fabula.

A Text is in accordance with the definition of narrative text, a text in
which an agent or subject conveys to an addressee (‘tells’ the reader) a
story in a particular medium, such a language, imagery, sound, buildings,
or a combination theorof. A Story is the content of that text, and it
produces a particular manifestation, inflection, and ‘colouring’ of fabula.
A Fabula is a series of logically related events that are caused or

experienced by actors. (Bal 2008:5)



11

In this analysis, the researcher focuses on focalization including the layers
of story. According to Bal (2008:149), focalization is the relationship between
the ‘vision’, the agent that sees, and that which is seen. Categories of focalization
are focalizor and focalized object.

Focalizor is subject of focalization, focalizor is the point from which the
elements are viewed (character who sees the object). Elements of
focalizor as external focalizor (EF) the focalizor is outside of the story or
not the characters and character-bound focalizor (CF) the focalizor is the
characters in the story. The focalized object is object which the focalizor
sees. objects, landscapes, events, in short all the elements are focalized.
(Bal 2008: 149 and 153)

The focalized object in this study is the characters of the chosen short

story. The researcher focuses more on focalization because its analysis will show
whether the short story’s information is reliable or not. According to Bal
(2008:145), focalization or point of view is chosen, a certain way of seeing
things, a certain angle, whether ‘real’ historical facts are concerned or fictitious
events.

1.7 Method of Research

This sub-chapter explains about the type of research, data sources, data

collection technique, and data analysis technique.
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1.7.1 Type of Research

This research is qualitative. According to Creswell (2009:1), a qualitative
research is a mean for exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or
groups ascribe to a social or human problem. This research tries to explain how

the nameless characters imply their roles.

1.7.2 Data Sources

The data were taken from A Clean Well-Lighted Place short story. They
were taken from words, sentences, dialogues, and characters of the short story
which are connected to narratology. The data units are free indirect discourses
that contain correlation with the namelessness of the character and explain how
the namelessness is implied to their roles. According to Bal (2008: 54), free
indirect discourse is a form of interference between narrator’s text and actor’s
text. The researcher uses indirect discourse because it is different from direct
course. According to Bal (2008:54), an indirect discourse is narrated at higher
level than the level at which the words in the fabula are supposed to have been

spoken.

1.7.3 Data Collection Technique

To collect the data, the researcher used close reading technique to
understand the story deeply. There were several steps to collect the data: firstly,

took the main data from free indirect speech of A Clean, Well-Lighted Place
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short story. Secondly, sorted the data that are related with the character’s role.

Finally, the data were ready to be analyzed objectively and systematically.

1.7.4 Data Analysis Technique

This research uses descriptive qualitative in the analysis data technique.
Firstly, the main data were extracted from free indirect speech of A Clean,
Well-Lighted Place short story line by line including the description text.
According to Bal (2008:42), a description is a reproduction of what the
characters see. Secondly, the narrator’s dictions which seem to contain certain
meanings were taken to analyze. Thus, in this analysis, the time and the reason
to look have to be defined. According to Bal (2008:42), a character must have
both the time to look and a reason to look at an object. Thirdly, the data related
to narratology variables such as the focalizor; external focalizor and character-
bound focalizor, and focalized object were determined. Lastly, the unit data

were analyzed by describing it and drawing conclusion from the analysis.
1.7.5 Paper Organization

This research consists of four chapters. The first chapter consists of eight
parts, namely background of study, research question, object of study,
significant of study, literary review, theoretical approach, method of research,
type of research, and paper organization. The second chapter discusses the

intrinsic elements of this short story. These elements consist of theme, setting,
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character and characterization, summary of short story, and plot of short story.
The third chapter is finding and discussion. This chapter discusses about the
nameless characters of this short story and explains the implication of their
namelessness with their roles in the story. Then, the last chapter provides the

conclusion of the analysis and the suggestions for future researches.
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

4.1 Conclusion

This conclusion answers the research questions, firstly why the characters
in A Clean, Well-Lighted Place are nameless, and secondly how to explain it if it
has implication for the role. By applying the narratology theory that focuses on

focalization, the researcher divides the answer into two points.

First, why the characters in A Clean, Well-Lighted Place are nameless is
because the author wants to show the relationship between old and young
generally. In this analysis, it is explained that the old people’s life is almost the
same as the old man and the older waiter’s life. The old man and the older waiter
have the same problem, and it is nothingness, but the author has a different
manner to deliver their problems. The old man’s life is described by the older
waiter and the younger waiter. In this short story almost all about the old man’s
life is told by the older waiter while the older waiter’s life is described by
himself. He tells about himself to the reader. He lets the readers know what he
feels. Then, youth is described by the younger waiter’s life. In this short story the
younger waiter is confident and young, and he also has a family. It is different
with the old man and the older waiter. The life of the younger waiter is almost

perfect.



46

Second, the nameless characters of this short story have implication for
the role of the characters. It shows the relationship between the characters. It is
probably because the characters do not know each other. In this short story, , the
relationship between the characters is not the same. The intimacy of the
characters is different. The first is the act of the older waiter to the old man. The
older waiter cares with the old man The older waiter is empathy to the old man.
The second is the act of the younger waiter is bad, he does not serve the old man
because he annoyed to the old man, but the act of the old man to the younger
waiter is good, he gives a peseta tip for the younger waiter. The third is the act of
the younger waiter to the old man is bad too. The younger waiter does not let him
stay longer in the café. The last is the act of the barman to the older waiter is

good. The barman is empathy to the older waiter.

4.2 Suggestion

The researcher has done the analysis by using the narratology theory to find
out the answer of the research questions. This short story has many elements that
can be analyzed using another theory such as binary opposition. It is the theory
regarding the characters of this short story that is binary opposition between old

and young representation.
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In a religion point of view, Islamic perspective, the relationship to another
people is important.
a5 A 53 a5 cuSlalls (A5 Lol (s L) il RS 4 1 R 5 1581
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Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him, and to parents do good, and to
relatives, orphans, the needy, the near neighbor, the neighbor farther away, the
companion at your side, the traveler, and those whom your right hands possess.

Indeed, Allah does not like those who are self-deluding and boastful. (An-Nisa:36)
The verse above explains about the obligation to God and to fellow
human beings. The obligation to fellow human beings is tolerance each other

where human is social creatures.
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