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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study  

Nowadays, there are ambiguities to define both Islam and terrorist. For several 

people, terrorist is Muslim. It is because in some tragedies terrorists called 

themselves as Muslim who were struggling on their ways. Islam is not the 

perpetrator. Islam is a peace religion, but the person who always says that what 

he/she does in the name of Islam changes the statement. It is really prejudice 

Moslems as the victim in some countries. (United Religions Initiative. 

https://uri.org/kids/world-religions/muslim-beliefs. Accessed on August 1st 2019) 

Based on Oxford Dictionary, terrorism is the unlawful use of violence and 

intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims. 

Meanwhile, based on Cambridge Dictionary, terrorist is someone who uses violent 

action, or threats of violent action, for political purposes. Both definitions of 

terrorism and terrorist clearly contradict with the principle of Islam which does not 

let the violence happen as in the Qur’an Surah An Nahl: 90 

حْسَانِ وَإيِتاَءِ ذِي الْقرُْبىَٰ وَيَنْهَىٰ عَنِ الْفحَْشَاءِ وَالْمُنْكَرِ وَالْ  َ يَأمُْرُ بِالْعدَْلِ وَالِْْ بغَْيِ ۚ يعَِظُكُمْ إِنَّ اللََّّ

رُون۝َلعَلََّكُمْ تذَكََّ   

 

https://uri.org/kids/world-religions/muslim-beliefs
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Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and giving to kith and kin, and He 

forbids all indecent deeds, and evil and rebellion: He instructs you, that ye may 

receive admonition. (Ali, 1996: 270) 

The terrorists when did their action which relating to Islamic radicals usually 

used the concept of Jihad. As human, we need to know more about the meaning of 

Jihad. Jihad is not a terror from a religion. The Arabic word jihad is often translated 

as "holy war," but in a purely linguistics sense, the word” jihad" means struggling 

or striving. Holy war here means struggling to defend Islam and if it is needed, to 

do the struggling with force. The aims of jihad are not to enforce some people 

convert to be a Moslems, nor for colonizing other countries, nor to take effort for 

economic or politic interests in some groups. Jihad is not violent concept. Jihad is 

obligatory if the enemies of Moslem endanger as condition in era of Prophet 

Muhammad.   Based on the explanations, there are many contradictions between 

Jihad which is called as faith of Islam and the action by terrorist before. Against 

that brings the name of Islam but it does not follow the direction of Rosulullah. It 

cannot be called as Jihad.  

Almost all of terrorists say that they do Jihad. ISIL is one of them. ISIL is the 

same as ISIS. The difference is only on the designation by some countries.  

“Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is the acronym that had been 

delivered by American. Levant here is the most suitable to use. It is because 

the English word closest in meaning to “al-Sham” is the dated name for a 

slightly overlapping geographic area: the Levant, which spans the countries 

of Cyprus, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, and Turkey.”(Is It ISIS 

or ISIL? | Britannica.Com) 
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ISIL is organization that makes terrible in other countries. One of their 

actions was tragedy on 11 September 2001. It was the worst terrorism ever. On the 

date, based on BBC news there were 19 terrorists hijacked a jet flying from airports 

on the east coast of the United States. They crushed the aircraft that was deliberately 

flown into the main two towers (the Twin Towers) of the World Trade Centre in 

New York. In this tragedy, there were almost 3000 victims including the hijackers 

died. (The 9/11 Terrorist Attacks) This was very terrible. Total of death toll was 

very much. The action of hijacking a jet which crushed the iconic place as two 

towers was the right target because many people did their activities there at the time. 

The tragedy certainly makes Americans traumatic and it makes them hate 

Islam. They cannot accept this religion. Furthermore, Islam phobia appears because 

of the terrorists who always said that what they did is part of Jihad. It really harms 

Moslem which became victims of the tragedy and also victims of American who 

are phobia everything about Islam.  

Terrorist is not Islamic and ISIL is not part of Moslems. This statement has 

the same direction as Obama’s thought. It is shown on the eve of the 13th 

anniversary of the 9 September attack about an aggressive offensive to combat ISIL 

(Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.).In his speech, Obama said that ISIL is not 

"Islamic”. No religion condones the killing of innocents, and the vast majority of 

ISIL's victims have been Muslim." It is one of his thoughts which is very interesting. 

Meanwhile his people judge Muslim as terrorists, but he makes sure to the world 

that it is wrong through his statement. Based on his statement, he looks different. 

He does not judge Moslems as majority as his citizen did. He wants his citizens to 
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have the same thought as him. Furthermore, he says that Moslem here are victims 

of the terrorists too. As a president in one of big country and influential country in 

the world at the time, his speech is interesting.  

In addition, his speech talks more about how to combat terrorist and ISIL. 

Some strategies have been told by him. First, he wants to conduct a systematic 

campaign of airstrikes against terrorists. Second, he will deploy several hundred 

American service members to Iraq to assess how America can best support Iraqi 

Security Forces. Third, he wants to continue drawing on his substantial 

counterterrorism capabilities to prevent ISIL attacks. Fourth, he is going to continue 

providing humanitarian assistance to innocent civilians who have been displaced 

by terrorist organization. In his speech, some strategies above need support from 

other countries. He invites other countries to cooperate on combating the terrorism.  

In his speech, Obama has purposes when delivering it. It could be 

to educate, to motivate, to persuade, or to entertain. This clause is one of his 

thoughts about the step to combat ISIL. Second, we will increase our support to 

forces fighting these terrorists on the ground. The clause is delivered by Obama as 

the second step to combat terrorist and the researcher is interested to know what 

actually Obama represents through his thought in his speech above. The researcher 

wants to find out about it clearly through the theory introduced by M.A.K. Halliday, 

Systemic Functional Grammar (also called as Systemic Functional Linguistics), 

especially Interpersonal Meaning. Systemic functional grammar here is needed to 

describe the function of the language. The researcher uses interpersonal meaning as 

a part of SFG to explain the meaning of the speech used as the object of this research 
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clearly. It is also because when people communicate, they deliver more than just 

content or information, and they also communicate their role face to face with their 

partners in the talk exchange. In this research, the researcher will focus on the 

message of the text of the speech. Below are the example and its explanation of 

applying Interpersonal Meaning in the clause. 

Second, we will increase our support to forces fighting these terrorists on the 

ground. (A/050) 

Table 1.1 Example of data analysis  

Second, We will Increase 

Our support to 

force fighting 

these terrorist 

On the ground 

 Subject 

Finite: 

Modal 

Predicator Complement 

Adjunct: 

Circumstantial 

 Mood Declarative Residue 

 

In this clause, the mood is declarative. Obama tries to declare his idea about 

the second steps to combat the terrorism by ‘increase’ support to others who force 

on the ground. Then, the polarity is positive. It is shown in the use of modality 

“will”. He tries to show that as President, he can handle his country by his thought 

and his manner to solve this problem in the future. In his speech, Obama looks like 

wanting to show and influence his audiences about his belief that everything will 

be fine.  
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According to the example, through the mood structure and modality as parts 

of interpersonal meaning, it can be easier to analyze the meaning of the speech in 

every clause based on systemic functional grammar approach. It is easier to identify 

the function of the speech using the structure and also to interpret how the speaker 

shows his thoughts through this speech to the audiences. Then, the researcher wants 

to do research about the interpersonal meaning based on systemic functional 

grammar approach uses Obama’s Speech about Combating ISIL and Terrorismas 

the object and the title of this research is Interpersonal Meaning in Obama’s 

Speech about Combating ISIL and Terrorism.  

1.2 Research Problems  

According to the background above, this research aims to answer the 

following questions: 

1. How does Barack Obama represent his intended meaning through the use of 

interpersonal meaning? 

2. How are Obama’s attitudes and judgments towards the audience by his 

speech? 

1.3 Objectives of Study 

The objectives of this study relate to the research problems are: 

1. To describe the intended meaning of Barack Obama through interpersonal 

meaning in his speech.  

2. To explain attitudes and judgments of Obama towards the audience by his 

speech.  
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1.4 Significance of Study  

This research hopefully can be useful to be a reference for other researchers 

which want to take the same topic about interpersonal meaning. Also, this research is 

aimed to the readers to understand more about applying interpersonal meaning in 

speech. In addition, this research is expected can be useful for developing in science 

especially in linguistics.  

1.5 Literature Review 

The researcher has found some researches that has similarity as the 

researcher’s object. Besides, the researcher has found some researches which have 

the same theory but different object. The theory is Systemic Functional Grammar 

and focuses on interpersonal meaning as the researcher mention below.  

First, it is from a Journal of Language Teaching and Research, Vol. 1, No. 

6, November 2010 entitled is Analysis of Interpersonal Meaning in Public 

Speeches—A Case Study of Obama’s Speech. This journal is written by Hao Feng 

and Yuhui Liu from Beijing University of Technology, Beijing, China. The method 

that used by the researchers is qualitative method.  This journal uses Obama’s 

speech when his first 100th day in office as president to be an object. The 

researchers choose to analyze the speech because the researchers try to explore how 

interpersonal meaning is achieved from the perspective of Functional Grammar. 

The journal focuses on mood, modal auxiliary, personal pronouns in pronoun 

system, and tense shift. The purpose of this research is to know the political purpose 

of Obama through his language at his speech by using different devices to fulfill 

interpersonal meaning. The differences of using mood, modal auxiliary, personal 
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pronouns and tense can express different levels of interpersonal meaning, thus 

endowing the speaker different status and different purpose, and the influence on 

the audience is also different.  

The result of the research is that by using declarative mood, Obama takes 

the role of information processor and deliverer, which serves the purpose of the 

news conference; by using different modal auxiliary, Obama presents his opinions 

and attitudes on issues, which can influence the attitude and belief of the listeners 

and the American people; by using different personal pronouns, especially the 

frequent use of “we”, Obama establishes an intimate relationship with the people, 

which enable him to gain support from them.; by using different tenses, Obama is 

able to alert people the current situation, recall the good past 100 days, and present 

his confidence in the future, through which the speaker exploits the language to the 

utmost to achieve the interpersonal meaning during the interaction. 

The second is a journal of International Journal of Languages, Literature 

and Linguistics, Vol. 3, No. 1, March 2017 by Houfei Yang and the title is The 

Interpersonal Metafunction Analysis of Barack Obama’s Inaugural Address. In this 

paper, Houfei Yang uses qualitative method. Systemic Functional Grammar as her 

theory to analyze Barack Obama's Inaugural Address is from the perspective of 

Interpersonal Metafunction. Houfei Yang focuses on the Interpersonal roles, Mood 

and Modality system at the level of interpersonal function. The researcher aims to 

help readers to understand and evaluate the speech regarding its suitability, thus to 

provide some guidance for readers to make better speeches.  
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The result of the research so far shows that, from the perspective of the 

Interpersonal Metafunction, positive declarative clauses dominate Barack Obama's 

Inaugural Address; imperative clauses are in the second position; “will”, “can” and 

“must” turn up frequently as modal verbal operators to carry on the modality in the 

speech; the first personal pronoun and its anamorphous turn up mostly in Barack 

Obama's Inaugural Address, the second personal pronoun “you” come next. This 

paper can provide some guidance for readers to make better speeches as follows: 

(1) Positive declarative clauses are recommended to convey as many as possible 

messages to the audience and convince the audience with fact; appropriate 

application of imperative clauses is useful in making persuasion and suggestion. (2) 

Modal verbal operators with higher or highest modal commitment can show the 

addresser’s firm determination to finish the task, and “can” is helpful to encourage 

the audience to have confidence in their ability. (3) Choosing “We” to be the 

personal pronoun and applying “we”-“you” –“we” pattern can help to create an 

intimate dialogic style and shorten the distance between the addresser and the 

audience, which can further persuade the audience to share the same proposal of the 

addresser. 

The third is the research of Artikel Ilmiah Mahasiswa 2016 English 

Department, Faculty of Letters, Jember University by Nalatalia Diah Dwi Utari, 

Samudji, and Sabta Diana and the title is Interpersonal Meaning in The Speech of 

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Tony Abbott In Phone-Tapping Case. To analyze 

the data, this research employs qualitative method in answering the research 

problem. This paper is written by them to elucidate the interaction between Susilo 
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Bambang Yudhoyono and Tony Abbott, and to investigate the intended meaning of 

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and Tony Abbott’s speech. The researchers use 

Interpersonal meaning as part of System Functional Grammar and focus on mood, 

modality, personal pronoun, and tense shift. By the analysis, it shows that SBY and 

Tony Abbot have the same pattern of mood and personal pronoun, but they have 

different modality and tense shifts. It shows that SBY is less powerful than Tony 

Abbot in this speech. 

Then, the use of personal pronoun and tense shift construe that Susilo 

Bambang Yudhoyono still regards Australian government as partner, even though 

there was an occurrence of tapping. This solidarity relationship can be seen by the 

use of term ‘we’ in inclusive category. Meanwhile, Tony Abbott prefer to use the 

term ‘we’ as exclusive category. It indicates that he does not consider Indonesia as 

their partner in bilateral relationship, and it is reflected in his hesitation to evaluate 

the relationship’s quality between the two governments. 

The last, there is journal from Indonesian EFL Journal, Vol. 4(1) January 

2018 and the title is An Interpersonal Meaning Analysis of Ahok’s Blasphemy Case 

in Online News Portals. It is created by Teti Kartika and Marwito Wihadi and 

published at January 2018. In this research, they talk about Ahok’s blasphemy case 

in The Jakarta Post and Republika.co.id in the same topic and publishing time. They 

use qualitative method and use interpersonal meaning as the problem. The 

researchers only find one mood and one modality. It means that the type of both 

researches uses the same mood and modality types in the online news of Ahok’s 

blasphemy case. Because they are similar, in other words, the researchers of the 
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news intend to provide information to the readers by creating the declarative mood 

type. Furthermore, modality is speaker’s judgment or assessment. Hence, the 

writers of the news provide the information based on the fact in the news event, not 

to give their opinion or desire to the topic in the news. In the result, the researchers 

add that by looking at the choice of mood and modality type used, the language 

could not learn only in a text material, but actually it could serve as meaningful 

materials that could be explored contextually and semantically.   

This research has difference with the literature reviews above. The 

researcher tries to apply theory of SFL especially interpersonal meaning following 

some researches that have been mentioned. Almost the object of the previous 

research is Obama speech, but in this research is focus on the strategies to against 

terrorism. The researcher wants to find more clearly in analyzing the Obama’s 

speech using interpersonal meaning. The difference is in the analysis which more 

detail in explaining the element of mood realized in his speech and also the data 

more complete because the researcher adds analysis data of modality. The 

researcher hopes that by researches above as references, this research gives more 

detail and becomes appropriate analysis.  

1.6 Theoretical Approach 

This analysis is carried out based on Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) 

which called as SFL introduced by Halliday. It is different from any other theory of 

language. It interprets language as a system of meaning, accompanied by forms 

through which the meaning can be realized (Halliday, 1994: 14). There are three 

metafunctional lines of meaning. They are Ideational meaning, Interpersonal 
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meaning, and Textual meaning. This research only focuses on the interpersonal 

meaning. It expresses the speaker’s attitudes and judgments. Through Interpersonal 

meaning, the readers can understand how the attitudes and judgments of Obama as 

the speaker in this speech are. It can be known from the elements of the 

interpersonal meaning. The elements are Mood and Modality.  

Mood analysis is used to identify the grammatical structure, and by the 

analysis it appears some various speech functions of the object. Meanwhile, 

Modality refers to a complex area of English grammar which concerns to the 

different ways in a language user that can intrude on his/her message, expressing 

attitudes and judgments of various kinds. (Eggins, 1994: 179). It also expresses an 

interpersonal element of meaning that is concerned to the speaker's assessment of 

probabilities, degree of obligation, possibility, prophecy, intention, and others. 

Different degrees of assertiveness suggested by a text (High, Median and Low) can 

convey different kinds of interpersonal relationship between the speaker (Obama) 

and the listener (audience). Furthermore, according to Emi Emilia (2014) Modality 

can be subjectively or objectively oriented, in positive or negative polarity and with 

low, median or high value, depending on the modal itself used in Obama's speech. 

It shows the express of attitudes and judgments of Obama.  

1.7 Method of Research  

1.7.1 Types of Research  

This research is a qualitative research, since the analysis is in the form of 

interpretation or description. Generally, qualitative method are not set up as 

experiments, the data cannot be easily quantified, so the analysis is not statistical 
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(Mackey and Gass, 2005:2). This study is categorized as documentary research 

regarding with the data taken from the document or written text; speech. The 

research does not use calculating or numbering for take the result of research.  

1.7.2 Data Sources  

Based on Kothari, there are two types of data. They are primary data and 

secondary data. Primary data. Primary data is taken directly from the object while 

secondary data is taken from previous researches, tables or analyses. (2004: 95). 

The primary datum of this research is video of Obama’s speech about 

Combating ISIL and Terrorism. It is taken from YouTube entitled “President Barack 

Obama's Speech on ISIS” and this is the link/URL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spIWGoNZnaU&t=3s ((38) President Barack 

Obama’s Speech on ISIS | The New York Times - YouTube). Then, the researcher 

takes the transcript of the speech text as secondary data in Washington Post entitle 

“Transcript: President Obama’s speech outlining strategy to defeat Islamic State” 

The transcript is in this URL:  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/full-text-of-president-obamas-speech-

outlining-strategy-to-defeat-islamic-state/2014/09/10/af69dec8-3943-11e4-9c9f-

ebb47272e40e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e76cbe9e455a . 

(Transcript: President Obama’s Speech Outlining Strategy to Defeat Islamic State 

- The Washington Post). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spIWGoNZnaU&t=3s
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/full-text-of-president-obamas-speech-outlining-strategy-to-defeat-islamic-state/2014/09/10/af69dec8-3943-11e4-9c9f-ebb47272e40e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e76cbe9e455a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/full-text-of-president-obamas-speech-outlining-strategy-to-defeat-islamic-state/2014/09/10/af69dec8-3943-11e4-9c9f-ebb47272e40e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e76cbe9e455a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/full-text-of-president-obamas-speech-outlining-strategy-to-defeat-islamic-state/2014/09/10/af69dec8-3943-11e4-9c9f-ebb47272e40e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.e76cbe9e455a
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1.7.3 Data Collections Technique  

In this research, to collect the data the researcher uses observation and 

documentation technique. Based on Sugiyono (2012), the form of documentation 

techniques are notes, pictures and monumental works. The steps in this research are 

below.  

1) Watching Obama’s speech video on YouTube. 

2) Reading the transcript on Washington Post. 

3) Writing and dividing the transcript into clauses.    

4) Putting the selected clauses into the table. 

1.7.4 Data Analysis Technique  

In this study, the researcher uses distributional technique which analyzes the 

language itself. According to Sudaryanto (1985: 2) one of technique that can be 

used to analyze the language is distributional technique. After collecting the data 

into clauses and putting in table, the further step in this research was naming each 

word into the terms where they belong to in interpersonal meaning by Halliday 

(1994) and supporting by other experts which explain more about the theory such 

as Butt et al (1995) and Eggins (2004).  Furthermore, in analyzing the data, the next 

step to do was describing the result of data processing. Then, interpreting the result 

and analysis by using the theories above, and the last was serving the conclusion by 

giving a brief explanation of the result of analysis. 

1.8 Paper Organization  

 This research consists of four chapters. The first chapter is introduction 

which consists of background of study, problem statement, objective of study, 
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significance of study, literature review, theoretical approach, method of study, and 

paper organization. In the second chapter, the researcher explains more about the 

theoretical approach. Third chapter is about findings and discussions. The fourth 

chapter is conclusion and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

1.1 Conclusions 

This research answers the problem statement in the first chapter. They are 

(1) to describe the intended meaning of Barack Obama through Interpersonal 

meaning in his speech and (2) to explain attitudes and judgments of Obama towards 

the audience by his speech. After analyzing in the third chapter the researcher 

concludes: 

First, to know the intended meaning used the Interpersonal meaning through 

mood. In Obama’s speech, the researcher finds mood types. They are declarative 

mood 111 clauses, imperative mood 1 clause, and there is no interrogative mood 

found. The declarative mood is the dominant used by Obama. It means he wants to 

declare and giving information clearly toward the audiences about terrorist’s threat, 

the fact about ISIL, and the solution that he offers at the time to combat them. Then, 

the researcher also finds the element of mood (subject and finite) and element of 

residue (predicator, complement and adjunct). There has been found subject we as 

the dominant subject used 45 times by Obama. It indicates that he wants invite and 

involve his audience. Also, he represents himself and the government. It is to make 

cooperate in fight for ISIL as part of terrorists group. He does not want take the action 

by himself. He needs to make them be united. The other subjects found are I20 times, 

ISIL5 times, Terrorist 2 times and other subjects found 35. Meanwhile, finite is used 

to show the dominant tenses used.  The researcher finds 60 present tense, 27 future 

tense, and 25 past tense. It means that the dominant used is present tense which shows 



73 
 

 
 

that Obama focuses on the condition in that time. At the time the condition is safer, 

and then he tries to make some plans to make America better with the future tense, 

and also learns from the failure in the past which is expressed by past tense.  

The additional information to make clear the meaning of Obama’s utterance 

in his speech is by residue element. There are found some predicators used both to 

express his feeling and also his action in the speech. The complements also found are 

to indicate what the focus or object, the feelings, and character in his speech is. The 

last, adjuncts which belong to interpersonal meaning which have been found are 

mood adjunct twice, comment adjunct 6 times, and vocative adjunct 3 times. They 

are telling about usuality, the main topic in a clause, and showing the next 

speaker/listener which is delivered by adverb and preposition.  

The second is modality which is part of finite is used 45 times to explain 

attitudes and judgments of Obama. Modal will which is categorized as median value 

found 27 times, can/could which be categorized as low value found 8 times, 

cannot/could not which be categorized as high value found 6 times, and must which 

have categorized as high value found 4 times. The dominant modality is will which 

indicates the futurity, something that happens in the next time. It means Obama when 

deliver his speech, he really tries to make the best future of America. He is optimist 

wants America must be better and the terrorists are going to disappear soon through 

his strategy and his thought.  
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1.2 Suggestions 

Based on the research above, the researcher suggests for the next researcher 

who is interested to analyze text used Systemic Functional Linguistics by Halliday to 

use Obama’s speech as the object and analyze using another metafunction. It can be 

ideational metafunction or textual metafunction. If in the future, the other researcher 

is interested in Interpersonal meaning, the researcher recommends to analyze the 

other object such as dialogue in a book and also look for the speech functions, song 

lyric or album, newspaper, novel, film and any other literary works. Hopefully, this 

research can be useful for the other researchers as a reference one day.  
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Transcript  

 

President Obama's Speech on Combating ISIS and Terrorism (11 September 

2014)  

Sources: Washington Post  

 

My fellow Americans -- tonight, I want to speak to you about what the United States 

will do with our friends and allies to degrade and ultimately destroy the terrorist 

group known as ISIL. 

As Commander-in-Chief, my highest priority is the security of the American 

people. Over the last several years, we have consistently taken the fight to terrorists 

who threaten our country. We took out Osama bin Laden and much of al Qaeda's 

leadership in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We've targeted al Qaeda's affiliate in 

Yemen, and recently eliminated the top commander of its affiliate in Somalia. 

We've done so while bringing more than 140,000 American troops home from Iraq, 

and drawing down our forces in Afghanistan, where our combat mission will end 

later this year. Thanks to our military and counterterrorism professionals, America 

is safer. 

Still, we continue to face a terrorist threat. We cannot erase every trace of evil from 

the world, and small groups of killers have the capacity to do great harm. That was 

the case before 9/11, and that remains true today. That's why we must remain 

vigilant as threats emerge. At this moment, the greatest threats come from the 

Middle East and North Africa, where radical groups exploit grievances for their 

own gain. And one of those groups is ISIL -- which calls itself the "Islamic State." 

Now let's make two things clear: ISIL is not "Islamic." No religion condones the 

killing of innocents, and the vast majority of ISIL's victims have been Muslim. And 

ISIL is certainly not a state. It was formerly al Qaeda's affiliate in Iraq, and has 

taken advantage of sectarian strife and Syria's civil war to gain territory on both 

sides of the Iraq-Syrian border. It is recognized by no government, nor the people 

it subjugates. ISIL is a terrorist organization, pure and simple. And it has no vision 

other than the slaughter of all who stand in its way. 

In a region that has known so much bloodshed, these terrorists are unique in their 

brutality. They execute captured prisoners. They kill children. They enslave, rape, 

and force women into marriage. They threatened a religious minority with 
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genocide. In acts of barbarism, they took the lives of two American journalists -- 

Jim Foley and Steven Sotloff. 

So ISIL poses a threat to the people of Iraq and Syria, and the broader Middle East 

-- including American citizens, personnel and facilities. If left unchecked, these 

terrorists could pose a growing threat beyond that region -- including to the United 

States. While we have not yet detected specific plotting against our homeland, ISIL 

leaders have threatened America and our allies. Our intelligence community 

believes that thousands of foreigners -- including Europeans and some Americans 

-- have joined them in Syria and Iraq. Trained and battle-hardened, these fighters 

could try to return to their home countries and carry out deadly attacks. 

I know many Americans are concerned about these threats. Tonight, I want you to 

know that the United States of America is meeting them with strength and resolve. 

Last month, I ordered our military to take targeted action against ISIL to stop its 

advances. Since then, we have conducted more than 150 successful airstrikes in 

Iraq. These strikes have protected American personnel and facilities, killed ISIL 

fighters, destroyed weapons, and given space for Iraqi and Kurdish forces to reclaim 

key territory. These strikes have helped save the lives of thousands of innocent men, 

women and children. 

But this is not our fight alone. American power can make a decisive difference, but 

we cannot do for Iraqis what they must do for themselves, nor can we take the place 

of Arab partners in securing their region. That's why I've insisted that additional 

U.S. action depended upon Iraqis forming an inclusive government, which they 

have now done in recent days. So tonight, with a new Iraqi government in place, 

and following consultations with allies abroad and Congress at home, I can 

announce that America will lead a broad coalition to roll back this terrorist threat. 

Our objective is clear: we will degrade, and ultimately destroy, ISIL through a 

comprehensive and sustained counter-terrorism strategy. 

First, we will conduct a systematic campaign of airstrikes against these terrorists. 

Working with the Iraqi government, we will expand our efforts beyond protecting 

our own people and humanitarian missions, so that we're hitting ISIL targets as Iraqi 

forces go on offense. Moreover, I have made it clear that we will hunt down 

terrorists who threaten our country, wherever they are. That means I will not 

hesitate to take action against ISIL in Syria, as well as Iraq. This is a core principle 

of my presidency: if you threaten America, you will find no safe haven. 

Second, we will increase our support to forces fighting these terrorists on the 

ground. In June, I deployed several hundred American service members to Iraq to 

assess how we can best support Iraqi Security Forces. Now that those teams have 
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completed their work -- and Iraq has formed a government -- we will send an 

additional 475 service members to Iraq. As I have said before, these American 

forces will not have a combat mission -- we will not get dragged into another ground 

war in Iraq. But they are needed to support Iraqi and Kurdish forces with training, 

intelligence and equipment. We will also support Iraq's efforts to stand up National 

Guard Units to help Sunni communities secure their own freedom from ISIL 

control. 

Across the border, in Syria, we have ramped up our military assistance to the Syrian 

opposition. Tonight, I again call on Congress to give us additional authorities and 

resources to train and equip these fighters. In the fight against ISIL, we cannot rely 

on an Assad regime that terrorizes its people; a regime that will never regain the 

legitimacy it has lost. Instead, we must strengthen the opposition as the best 

counterweight to extremists like ISIL, while pursuing the political solution 

necessary to solve Syria's crisis once and for all. 

Third, we will continue to draw on our substantial counterterrorism capabilities to 

prevent ISIL attacks. Working with our partners, we will redouble our efforts to cut 

off its funding; improve our intelligence; strengthen our defenses; counter its 

warped ideology; and stem the flow of foreign fighters into -- and out of -- the 

Middle East. And in two weeks, I will chair a meeting of the UN Security Council 

to further mobilize the international community around this effort. 

Fourth, we will continue providing humanitarian assistance to innocent civilians 

who have been displaced by this terrorist organization. This includes Sunni and Shia 

Muslims who are at grave risk, as well as tens of thousands of Christians and other 

religious minorities. We cannot allow these communities to be driven from their 

ancient homelands. 

This is our strategy. And in each of these four parts of our strategy, America will 

be joined by a broad coalition of partners. Already, allies are flying planes with us 

over Iraq; sending arms and assistance to Iraqi Security Forces and the Syrian 

opposition; sharing intelligence; and providing billions of dollars in humanitarian 

aid. Secretary Kerry was in Iraq today meeting with the new government and 

supporting their efforts to promote unity, and in the coming days he will travel 

across the Middle East and Europe to enlist more partners in this fight, especially 

Arab nations who can help mobilize Sunni communities in Iraq and Syria to drive 

these terrorists from their lands. This is American leadership at its best: we stand 

with people who fight for their own freedom; and we rally other nations on behalf 

of our common security and common humanity. 

My Administration has also secured bipartisan support for this approach here at 

home. I have the authority to address the threat from ISIL. But I believe we are 
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strongest as a nation when the President and Congress work together. So I welcome 

congressional support for this effort in order to show the world that Americans are 

united in confronting this danger. 

Now, it will take time to eradicate a cancer like ISIL. And any time we take military 

action, there are risks involved -- especially to the servicemen and women who 

carry out these missions. But I want the American people to understand how this 

effort will be different from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. It will not involve 

American combat troops fighting on foreign soil. This counter-terrorism campaign 

will be waged through a steady, relentless effort to take out ISIL wherever they 

exist, using our air power and our support for partner forces on the ground. This 

strategy of taking out terrorists who threaten us, while supporting partners on the 

front lines, is one that we have successfully pursued in Yemen and Somalia for 

years. And it is consistent with the approach I outlined earlier this year: to use force 

against anyone who threatens America's core interests, but to mobilize partners 

wherever possible to address broader challenges to international order. 

My fellow Americans, we live in a time of great change. Tomorrow marks 13 years 

since our country was attacked. Next week marks 6 years since our economy 

suffered its worst setback since the Great Depression. Yet despite these shocks; 

through the pain we have felt and the grueling work required to bounce back -- 

America is better positioned today to seize the future than any other nation on Earth. 

Our technology companies and universities are unmatched; our manufacturing and 

auto industries are thriving. Energy independence is closer than it's been in decades. 

For all the work that remains, our businesses are in the longest uninterrupted stretch 

of job creation in our history. Despite all the divisions and discord within our 

democracy, I see the grit and determination and common goodness of the American 

people every single day -- and that makes me more confident than ever about our 

country's future. 

Abroad, American leadership is the one constant in an uncertain world. It is 

America that has the capacity and the will to mobilize the world against terrorists. 

It is America that has rallied the world against Russian aggression, and in support 

of the Ukrainian peoples' right to determine their own destiny. It is America -- our 

scientists, our doctors, our know-how -- that can help contain and cure the outbreak 

of Ebola. It is America that helped remove and destroy Syria's declared chemical 

weapons so they cannot pose a threat to the Syrian people -- or the world -- again. 

And it is America that is helping Muslim communities around the world not just in 

the fight against terrorism, but in the fight for opportunity, tolerance, and a more 

hopeful future. 



83 
 

 
 

America, our endless blessings bestow an enduring burden. But as Americans, we 

welcome our responsibility to lead. From Europe to Asia -- from the far reaches of 

Africa to war-torn capitals of the Middle East -- we stand for freedom, for justice, 

for dignity. These are values that have guided our nation since its founding. Tonight, 

I ask for your support in carrying that leadership forward. I do so as a Commander-

in-Chief who could not be prouder of our men and women in uniform -- pilots who 

bravely fly in the face of danger above the Middle East, and service-members who 

support our partners on the ground. 

When we helped prevent the massacre of civilians trapped on a distant mountain, 

here's what one of them said. "We owe our American friends our lives. Our children 

will always remember that there was someone who felt our struggle and made a 

long journey to protect innocent people." 

That is the difference we make in the world. And our own safety -- our own security 

-- depends upon our willingness to do what it takes to defend this nation, and uphold 

the values that we stand for -- timeless ideals that will endure long after those who 

offer only hate and destruction have been vanquished from the Earth. 

May God bless our troops, and may God bless the United States of America. 
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3. Over the last several years, we have consistently taken the fight to terrorists 

who threaten our country 
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5. We've targeted al Qaeda's affiliate in Yemen, and recently eliminated the top 

commander of its affiliate in Somalia.  
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8. Still, we continue to face a terrorist threat 
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9. We cannot erase every trace of evil from the world, and small groups of killers 

have the capacity to do great harm 
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10. That was the case before 9/11, and that remains true today 
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11. That's why we must remain vigilant as threats emerge 
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12. At this moment, the greatest threats come from the Middle East and North 
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13. And one of those groups is ISIL  

and   one of those groups is ISIL which calls itself the "Islamic State." 



86 
 

 
 

Adj; 

conj S F C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

14. Now let's make two things clear 
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15. ISIL is not "Islamic 
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17. And ISIL is certainly not a state.  
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18. It was formerly al Qaeda's affiliate in Iraq, and has taken advantage of 

sectarian strife and Syria's civil war to gain territory on both sides of the Iraq-

Syrian border 
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20. ISIL is a terrorist organization, pure and simple. 

ISIL  is a terrorist organization, pure and simple 

S F C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

21. And it has no vision other than the slaughter of all who stand in its way. 
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22. In a region that has known so much bloodshed, these terrorists are unique in 
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27. In acts of barbarism, they took the lives of two American journalists 
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28. So, ISIL poses a threat to the people of Iraq and Syria, and the broader Middle 

East -- including American citizens, personnel and facilities  
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29. If left unchecked, these terrorists could pose a growing threat beyond that 

region -- including to the United States 
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30. While we have not yet detected specific plotting against our homeland, ISIL 

leaders have threatened America and our allies 
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33. I know many Americans are concerned about these threats 
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34. Tonight, I want you to know that the United States of America is meeting 

them with strength and resolve 
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35. Last month, I ordered our military to take targeted action against ISIL to stop 
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36. Since then, we have conducted more than 150 successful airstrikes in Iraq. 
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38. These strikes have helped save the lives of thousands of innocent men, women 

and children 
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40. American power can make a decisive difference, but we cannot do for Iraqis 

what they must do for themselves, nor can we take the place of Arab partners 

in securing their region. 
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42. So tonight, with a new Iraqi government in place, and following 

consultations with allies abroad and Congress at home, I can announce that 

America will lead a broad coalition to roll back this terrorist threat 
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47. Moreover, I have made it clear that we will hunt down terrorists who 

threaten our country, wherever they are 
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49. This is a core principle of my presidency: if you threaten America, you will 
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51. In June, I deployed several hundred American service members to Iraq to 

assess how we can best support Iraqi Security Forces 
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52. Now that those teams have completed their work -- and Iraq has formed a 

government -- we will send an additional 475 service members to Iraq 
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53. As I have said before, these American forces will not have a combat mission 
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S F (MODAL) P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

we will not get  dragged into another ground war in Iraq 

S F (MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 
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54. But they are needed to support Iraqi and Kurdish forces with training, 

intelligence and equipment 

But   they  are  

needed to 

support 

 Iraqi and 

Kurdish forces  

with training, intelligence 

and equipment 

Adj; 

conj S F P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

55. We will also support Iraq's efforts to stand up National Guard Units to help 

Sunni communities secure their own freedom from ISIL control 

We   Will 

also 

support  Iraq's effort  to stand up 

National 

Guard Units  

S F (MODAL) P C P C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

 

to help  Sunni communities  secure  their own freedom from ISIL control 

P C P C 

RESIDUE RESIDUE 

56. Across the border, in Syria, we have ramped up our military assistance to 

the Syrian opposition 

Across the 

border  in Syria 

W

e have ramped up 

our military 

assistance 

to the Syrian 

opposition 

Adj Ajd; cir S F P C Adj; cir 

    MOOD RESIDUE 

57. Tonight, I again call on Congress to give us additional authorities and 

resources to train and equip these fighters 

Tonight  I  again call on 

Congress to give us additional and 

resources to train and equip these fighters 

Adj; 

cir S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

58. In the fight against ISIL, we cannot rely on an Assad regime that terrorizes its 

people; a regime that will never regain the legitimacy it has lost 

In the fight 

against ISIL  we  cannot  rely on 

an Assad 

regime 

 that terrorizes 

its people 

Adj;  S F (MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 
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a regime that will  never  

regain the legitimacy it 

has lost 

S Adj; cir F (MODAL) 

Adj; 

mood 

P 

C 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD  RESIDUE 

59. Instead, we must strengthen the opposition as the best counterweight to 

extremists like ISIL, while pursuing the political solution necessary to solve 

Syria's crisis once and for all 

Instead  we must  

Stren

gthen 

the opposition as the 

best counterweight 

to extremists 

like ISIL 

Adj; cir S F (MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

while 
pursuing the political 

solution 

Necessar

y 
to solve 

Syria's crisis 

once and for all 

Adj; conj S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

60. Third, we will continue to draw on our substantial counterterrorism 

capabilities to prevent ISIL attacks 

Third  we Will 

continue 

to draw on 

our substantial counterterrorism 

capabilities to prevent ISIL attacks 

Adj; cir S F (MODAL) P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

61. Working with our partners, we will redouble our efforts to cut off its 

funding; improve our intelligence; strengthen our defenses; counter its 

warped ideology; and stem the flow of foreign fighters into -- and out of -- 

the Middle East 

Working with 

our partners  we will redouble  

our efforts to cut off its funding improve 

our intelligence; strengthen our 

defenses; counter its warped ideology 

Adj; cir S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

and  stem the flow of foreign  into and out of the Middle East 

Adj; cir P  C  Adj; cir 

RESIDUE 

62. And in two weeks, I will chair a meeting of the UN Security Council to 

further mobilize the international community around this effort 
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And in two weeks  I will chair   

a meeting of the UN Security 

Council 

Adj S F (MODAL) P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

63. Fourth, we will continue providing humanitarian assistance to innocent 

civilians who have been displaced by this terrorist organization 

Fourth we Will 
conti

nue 

providing 

humanitarian 

assistance 

to innocent civilians who 

have been displaced by 

this terrorist organization 

Adj; 

cir S 

F 

(MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

64. This includes Sunni and Shia Muslims who are at grave risk, as well as tens 

of thousands of Christians and other religious minorities 

This   includes 

Sunni and Shia Muslims who are at grave risk, as well as tens 

of thousands of Christians and other religious minorities 

S F   P C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

65. We cannot allow these communities to be driven from their ancient 

homelands 

We cannot 
Allo

w 

this 

communities 

to be 

driven 

from their ancient 

homelands 

S F (MODAL) P C P Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE RESIDUE 

66. This is our strategy  

This   Is our strategy  

S F C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

67. And in each of these four parts of our strategy, America will be joined by a 

broad coalition of partners 

And   

in each of these four 

parts of our strategy  America will 

be 

joined 

by a broad coalition 

of partners 

Adj; 

conj Adj; cir S F P Adj; cir 

    MOOD RESIDUE 

68. Already, allies are flying planes with us over Iraq; sending arms and 

assistance to Iraqi Security Forces and the Syrian opposition; sharing 

intelligence; and providing billions of dollars in humanitarian aid 

Already  allies are  flying  planes with us over Iraq 
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Ajd  S F P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

Sending arms and assistance  

to Iraqi Security Forces and the Syrian 

opposition 

P C Adj; cir 

RESIDUE 

 

sharing  intelligence and providing billions of dollars in humanitarian aid 

P C Adj; cir 

RESIDUE 

69. Secretary Kerry was in Iraq today meeting with the new government and 

supporting their efforts to promote unity, and in the coming days he will 

travel across the Middle East and Europe to enlist more partners in this fight, 

especially Arab nations who can help mobilize Sunni communities in Iraq 

and Syria to drive these terrorists from their lands 

Secretary 

Kerry 
was in Iraqi today Meeting 

with the new government 

and supporting their 

efforts to promote unity 

S F Adj; cir Adj; cir P Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

 

and 
in the coming 

days 
He will 

travel 

across 

the Middle East and Europe to 

enlist more partner in this flight 

Adj; 

conj Adj; cir S F P C 

    MOOD RESIDUE 

 

especially 
Arab 

nations 
who Can help 

mobilize Sunni 

communities 

Adj; com S Adj; conj F (MODAL) P C 

      MOOD RESIDUE 

70. This is American leadership at its best 

This   Is American leadership at its best 

S F C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

71. we stand with people who fight for their own freedom 
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We   Stand  with people who fight for their own freedom 

S F P Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

72. and we rally other nations on behalf of our common security and common 

humanity 

and   we rally  other nation   

on behalf of our common 

security and common humanity 

Adj; conj S F P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

73. My Administration has also secured bipartisan support for this approach 

here at home 

My Administration   has  

also 

secured  

bipartisan 

support  

for this approach 

here at home 

S F P C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

74. I have the authority to address the threat from ISIL 

I   have  the authority  to address the threat from ISIL 

S F P C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

75. But I believe we are strongest as a nation when the President and Congress 

work together 

But   I  believe  We Are 

strongest as a nation when the 

President and Congress work 

together 

Adj; 

conj S F 

P 

S F  C 

  MOOD  MOOD RESIDUE 

76. So I welcome congressional support for this effort in order to show the 

world that Americans are united in confronting this danger 

So   I  welcome  congressional support for this effort in order 

Adj; conj S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

to show the 

world that  Americans are  united  

in 

confronting  this danger 

Adj; cir S F P Adj; cir C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

77. Now, it will take time to eradicate a cancer like ISIL 

Now it Will take  time to eradicate a cancer like ISIL 
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Ajd; cir S F (MODAL) P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

78. And any time we take military action, there are risks involved -- especially 

to the servicemen and women who carry out these missions 

And   any time  We take military action 

Adj; conj Adj; cir S F P C 

    MOOD RESIDUE 

 

There are risks  

involved 

Especially 

 to the servicemen and 

women who carry out 

these missions 

Adj; 

cir F S 

P 

Ajd; com Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

79. But I want the American people to understand how this effort will be 

different from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 

But   I  Want the American people to understand 

Adj; conj S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

How this effort will Be 
different from 

the wars 

in Iraq and 

Afghanistan 

  S F (MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

80. It will not involve American combat troops fighting on foreign soil 

It   will not involve  American combat troops fighting on foreign soil 

S F (MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

81. This counter-terrorism campaign will be waged through a steady, relentless 

effort to take out ISIL wherever they exist, using our air power and our 

support for partner forces on the ground 

This 

counter-

terrorism 

campaign 

will 
be 

waged 

through 

a steady 

relentles

s effort 

to 

take 

out 

ISIL wherever they exist, 

using our air power and 

our support for partner 

forces on the ground 

S F (MODAL) P Adj: cir P C 

MOOD RESIDUE RESIDUE 
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82. This strategy of taking out terrorists who threaten us, while supporting 

partners on the front lines, is one that we have successfully pursued in 

Yemen and Somalia for years 

This strategy of 

taking out terrorist  

who threaten us, while supporting 

partners on the front lines is one  

S Adj; cir F C 

MOOD   MOOD RESIDUE 

 

That we Have successfully  pursued in Yemen and Somalia 

Adj; conj S F Adj; com P Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

83. And it is consistent with the approach I outlined earlier this year: to use force 

against anyone who threatens America's core interests, but to mobilize 

partners wherever possible to address broader challenges to international 

order 

And   it  is  consistent  

with the approach I 

outline earlier this 

year 

to use force against 

anyone who threatens 

America's core interests 

Adj; 

conj S F C Adj; cir Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

but  to mobile   

partners wherever possible to address broader 

challenges to international order 

Adj; conj P C 

84. My fellow Americans, we live in a time of great change 

My fellow Americans  We live  in a time of great change 

Adj; vocative S F P Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

85. Tomorrow marks 13 years since our country was attacked 

Tomorrow marks 13 years since our country  Was attacked 

Adj; cir S F P 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

86. Next week marks 6 years since our economy suffered its worst setback since 

the Great Depression 

Next week marks 6 

years since 

our 

economy  suffered 

its worst 

setback  

since the Great 

Depression 

Adj; cir S F P C Adj; cir 
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  MOOD RESIDUE 

87. Yet despite these shocks; through the pain we have felt and the grueling 

work required to bounce back  

Yet 

despite 

these 

shocks   

Throu

gh the 

pain 

we  

Hav

e 

felt and 

the 

grueling 

work 

required 

and the 

grueli

ng 

work 

 required 

To 

bounce 

back 

Adj; 

conj 

Adj; 

cir 
S F P 

Adj; 

conj 
S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

88. America is better positioned today to seize the future than any other nation 

on Earth 

America is better  

positioned 

today to seize 

the future than any 

other nation on 

Earth 

S F   C P Adj; cir P C 

MOOD  RESIDUE RESIDUE 

89. Our technology companies and universities are unmatched 

Our technology companies and universities Are unmatched 

S F C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

90. our manufacturing and auto industries are thriving 

our manufacturing and auto industries   are  thriving 

S F P 

MOOD RESIDUE 

91. Energy independence is closer than it's been in decades 

Energy independence   is closer than  it ‘s been  in decades  

S F C S F P Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

92. For all the work that remains, our businesses are in the longest uninterrupted 

stretch of job creation in our history 

For all the work 

that remains our business are 

in the longest uninterrupted stretch 

of job creation in our history  

Adj; cir S F Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

93. Despite all the divisions and discord within our democracy, I see the grit 

and determination and common goodness of the American people every 

single day 
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Despite all the divisions and 

discord within our democracy I see 

the grit and determination and 

common goodness of the 

American people 

Adj; cir S F P C 

  

MOO

D RESIDUE 

94. and that makes me more confident than ever about our country's future 

and that makes 
me more confident than ever about our country's 

future 

Adj; conj S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

95. Abroad, American leadership is the one constant in an uncertain world 

Abroad 
American 

leadership 
Is the one constant 

in an uncertain 

world 

Adj; cir S F C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

96. It is America that has the capacity and the will to mobilize the world against 

terrorists 

It   is  

America that has the 

capacity and the will to mobilize the world against terrorists 

S F C P C 

MOOD RESIDUE RESIDUE 

97. It is America that has rallied the world against Russian aggression, and in 

support of the Ukrainian peoples' right to determine their own destiny 

It  is America that has rallied the world against Russian aggression 

S F C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE 

 

And 
in support of the Ukrainian 

people's right 

to 

determine 

their own 

destiny 

Adj; conj Adj; cir P C 

RESIDUE  

 

98. It is America -- our scientists, our doctors, our know-how -- that can help 

contain and cure the outbreak of Ebola 

It   Is America 

S F C 

MOOD RESIDUE 
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Our scientists, our 

doctors, our know 

how 

that Can 

help 

contain and 

cure 

the outbreak 

of Ebola 

S Adj; conj 

F 

(MODAL) P C 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

99. It is America that helped remove and destroy Syria's declared chemical 

weapons so they cannot pose a threat to the Syrian people -- or the world -- 

again 

It   is  

America that helped remove and destroy Syria's declared 

chemical weapons 

S F C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

 

so they  cannot pose 

a threat to the Syrian people 

or the world again 

Adj; conj S F (MODAL) P Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

100. And it is America that is helping Muslim communities around the world not 

just in the fight against terrorism, but in the fight for opportunity, tolerance, 

and a more hopeful future 

And it is 

America that is helping 

Muslim communities 

around the world not just in 

the fight against terrorism 

but 

in the fight 

opportunity, 

tolerance, and a more 

hopeful future 

Adj; 

conj S F C 

Adj; 

conj Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE RESIDUE 

101. America, our endless blessings bestow an enduring burden 

America  our endless blessing Bestow an enduring burden 

Adj; vocative S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

102. But as Americans, we welcome our responsibility to lead 

But  as Americans We Welcome our responsibility to lead 

Adj; conj S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 
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103. From Europe to Asia -- from the far reaches of Africa to war-torn capitals 

of the Middle East -- we stand for freedom, for justice, for dignity 

From Europe to Asia -- from the far reaches of 

Africa to war-torn capitals of the Middle East  we  stand  

for freedom, for 

justify, for dignity 

Adj; cir S F P Adj; cir 

  

MOO

D RESIDUE 

104. These are values that have guided our nation since its founding 

These   are  values that  have  guided our nation since its founding 

S F C F P C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

105. Tonight, I ask for your support in carrying that leadership forward 

Tonight   I  Ask for your support in carrying  that leadership forward 

Adj; cir S F P C Adj; cir C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

106. I do so as a Commander-in-Chief who could not be prouder of our men and 

women in uniform -- pilots who bravely fly in the face of danger above the 

Middle East, and service-members who support our partners on the ground 

I do 

so as a 

Commander-

in-Chief who 

could not 
B

e 

prouder of 

our men 

and women 

in 

uniform 

S F P C F (MODAL) P C Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

 

pilots 

who 
Bravely fly 

in the face of danger 

above the Middle East 

and service members 

who support 

our partners 

on the ground 

S Adj; com F P Adj; cir C 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

107. When we helped prevent the massacre of civilians trapped on a distant 

mountain, here's what one of them said 

When we helped prevent 

the massacre of 

civilians 

trapped 

on a 

distant 

mountain 

Adj; 

conj S F 

P 

Adj; cir C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 
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here  ‘s  what  one of them  said 

Adj; cir F Adj; conj S  P 

  MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

108. "We owe our American friends our lives.  

We owe our American friends our lives  

S F P C 

MOOD RESIDUE 

109. Our children will always remember that there was someone who felt our 

struggle and made a long journey to protect innocent people 

Our children  Will always  remember  

S F (MODAL) Adj; mood  P 

MOOD RESIDUE 

 

there was someone who 
felt our struggle and made a long 

journey to protect innocent people 

Adj; 

cir F S F P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

110. That is the difference we make in the world 

That   is the different  we Make in the world 

S F C S  F P  Adj; cir 

MOOD RESIDUE MOOD RESIDUE 

111. And our own safety -- our own security -- depends upon our willingness to 

do what it takes to defend this nation, and uphold the values that we stand 

for -- timeless ideals that will endure long after those who offer only hate 

and destruction have been vanquished from the Earth 

and   

our own 

safety, 

our own 

security 

depends 

upon 

our willingness to do 

what it takes to 

defend this nation, 

and uphold the 

values that we stand  

For timeless ideal that will 

endure long after those 

who offer only hate and 

destruction have been 

vanquished from the Earth  

Adj; 

Conj S F P C Adj; cir 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

112. May God bless our troops, and may God bless the United States of America 

May   God bless  our troops 

F S P C 

MOOD RESIDUE 
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and  may  God  bless  the United States of America 

Adj; conj F S P C 

  MOOD RESIDUE 

 

B. MODALITY 

NO CLAUSES MODAL 

 
CAN/ 
COULD 

SHALL/ 
SHOULD 

MAY/
MIGHT 

WILL/ 
WOULD MUST 

1. 1 My fellow Americans -

- tonight, I want to 

speak to you about 

what the United States 

will do with our friends 

and allies to degrade 

and ultimately destroy 

the terrorist group 

known as ISIL 

   1  

2. 2 As Commander-in-

Chief, my highest 

priority is the security 

of the American people 

     

3. 3 Over the last several 

years, we have 

consistently taken the 

fight to terrorists who 

threaten our country 

     

4. 4 We took out Osama bin 

Laden and much of al 

Qaeda's leadership in 

Afghanistan and 

Pakistan 

     

5. 5 We've targeted al 

Qaeda's affiliate in 

Yemen, and recently 

eliminated the top 

commander of its 

affiliate in Somalia.  

     

6. 6 We've done so while 

bringing more than 

140,000 American 

troops home from Iraq 

and drawing down our 

forces in Afghanistan, 

   1  
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where our combat 

mission will end later 

this year.  

7. 7 Thanks to our military 

and counterterrorism 

professionals, America 

is safer 

     

8. 8 Still, we continue to 

face a terrorist threat 
     

9. 9 We cannot erase every 

trace of evil from the 

world, and small 

groups of killers have 

the capacity to do great 

harm 

1     

10. 1
0 
That was the case 

before 9/11, and that 

remains true today 

     

11. 1
1 
That's why we must 

remain vigilant as 

threats emerge 

    1 

12. 1
2 
At this moment, the 

greatest threats come 

from the Middle East 

and North Africa, 

where radical groups 

exploit grievances for 

their own gain 

     

13. 1
3 
And one of those 

groups is ISIL  
     

14. 1
4 
Now let's make two 

things clear 
     

15. 1
5 ISIL is not "Islamic 

     

16. 1
6 
No religion condones 

the killing of innocents, 

and the vast majority of 

ISIL's victims have 

been Muslim 

     

17. 1
7 
And ISIL is certainly 

not a state.  
     

18. 1
8 
 It was formerly al 

Qaeda's affiliate in 

Iraq, and has taken 

advantage of sectarian 

strife and Syria's civil 
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war to gain territory on 

both sides of the Iraq-

Syrian border 

19. 1
9 
It is recognized by no 

government, nor the 

people it subjugates 

     

20. 2
0 
ISIL is a terrorist 

organization, pure and 

simple. 

     

21. 2
1 
And it has no vision 

other than the slaughter 

of all who stand in its 

way. 

     

22. 2
2 
In a region that has 

known so much 

bloodshed, these 

terrorists are unique in 

their brutality 

     

23. 2
3 
They execute captured 

prisoners 
     

24. 2
4 They kill children 

     

25. 2
5 
They enslave, rape, and 

force women into 

marriage 

     

26. 2
6 
They threatened a 

religious minority with 

genocide 

     

27. 2
7 
In acts of barbarism, 

they took the lives of 

two American 

journalists 

     

28. 2
8 
So ISIL poses a threat 

to the people of Iraq 

and Syria, and the 

broader Middle East -- 

including American 

citizens, personnel and 

facilities  

     

29. 2
9 
If left unchecked, these 

terrorists could pose a 

growing threat beyond 

that region -- including 

to the United States 

1     

30. 3
0 
While we have not yet 

detected specific 
     



109 
 

 
 

plotting against our 

homeland, ISIL leaders 

have threatened 

America and our allies 

31. 3
1 
Our intelligence 

community believes 

that thousands of 

foreigners -- including 

Europeans and some 

Americans -- have 

joined them in Syria 

and Iraq 

     

32. 3
2 
Trained and battle-

hardened, these fighters 

could try to return to 

their home countries 

and carry out deadly 

attacks 

1     

33. 3
3 
I know many 

Americans are 

concerned about these 

threats 

     

34. 3
4 
Tonight, I want you to 

know that the United 

States of America is 

meeting them with 

strength and resolve 

     

35. 3
5 
Last month, I ordered 

our military to take 

targeted action against 

ISIL to stop its 

advances. 

     

36. 3
6 
Since then, we have 

conducted more than 

150 successful 

airstrikes in Iraq. 

     

37. 3
7 
These strikes have 

protected American 

personnel and facilities, 

killed ISIL fighters, 

destroyed weapons, and 

given space for Iraqi 

and Kurdish forces to 

reclaim key territory.  

     

38. 3
8 
These strikes have 

helped save the lives of 
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thousands of innocent 

men, women and 

children 

39. 3
9 
But this is not our fight 

alone 
     

40. 4
0 
American power can 

make a decisive 

difference, but we 

cannot do for Iraqis 

what they must do for 

themselves, nor can we 

take the place of Arab 

partners in securing 

their region. 

3    1 

41. 4
1 
 That's why I've insisted 

that additional U.S. 

action depended upon 

Iraqis forming an 

inclusive government, 

which they have now 

done in recent days 

     

42. 4
2 
So tonight, with a new 

Iraqi government in 

place, and following 

consultations with 

allies abroad and 

Congress at home, I 

can announce that 

America will lead a 

broad coalition to roll 

back this terrorist threat 

1    1 

43. 4
3 Our objective is clear 

     

44. 4
4 
we will degrade, and 

ultimately destroy, ISIL 

through a 

comprehensive and 

sustained counter-

terrorism strategy 

   1  

45. 4
5 
First, we will conduct a 

systematic campaign of 

airstrikes against these 

terrorists 

   1  

46. 4
6 
Working with the Iraqi 

government, we will 

expand our efforts 

   1  
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beyond protecting our 

own people and 

humanitarian missions, 

so that we're hitting 

ISIL targets as Iraqi 

forces go on offense 

47. 4
7 
Moreover, I have made 

it clear that we will 

hunt down terrorists 

who threaten our 

country, wherever they 

are 

   1  

48. 4
8 
That means I will not 

hesitate to take action 

against ISIL in Syria, 

as well as Iraq 

   1  

49. 4
9 
This is a core principle 

of my presidency: if 

you threaten America, 

you will find no safe 

haven 

   1  

50. 5
0 
Second, we will 

increase our support to 

forces fighting these 

terrorists on the ground 

   1  

51. 5
1 
In June, I deployed 

several hundred 

American service 

members to Iraq to 

assess how we can best 

support Iraqi Security 

Forces 

1     

52. 5
2 
Now that those teams 

have completed their 

work -- and Iraq has 

formed a government -- 

we will send an 

additional 475 service 

members to Iraq 

   1  

53. 5
3 
As I have said before, 

these American forces 

will not have a combat 

mission -- we will not 

get dragged into 

another ground war in 

Iraq 

   2  



112 
 

 
 

54. 5
4 
But they are needed to 

support Iraqi and 

Kurdish forces with 

training, intelligence 

and equipment 

     

55. 5
5 
We will also support 

Iraq's efforts to stand 

up National Guard 

Units to help Sunni 

communities secure 

their own freedom from 

ISIL control 

   1  

56. 5
6 
Across the border, in 

Syria, we have ramped 

up our military 

assistance to the Syrian 

opposition 

     

57. 5
7 
Tonight, I again call on 

Congress to give us 

additional authorities 

and resources to train 

and equip these fighters 

     

58. 5
8 
In the fight against 

ISIL, we cannot rely 

on an Assad regime 

that terrorizes its 

people; a regime that 

will never regain the 

legitimacy it has lost 

1   1  

59. 5
9 
Instead, we must 

strengthen the 

opposition as the best 

counterweight to 

extremists like ISIL, 

while pursuing the 

political solution 

necessary to solve 

Syria's crisis once and 

for all 

    1 

60. 6
0 
Third, we will continue 

to draw on our 

substantial 

counterterrorism 

capabilities to prevent 

ISIL attacks 

   1  
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61. 6
1 
Working with our 

partners, we will 

redouble our efforts to 

cut off its funding; 

improve our 

intelligence; strengthen 

our defenses; counter 

its warped ideology; 

and stem the flow of 

foreign fighters into -- 

and out of -- the Middle 

East 

   1  

62. 6
2 
And in two weeks, I 

will chair a meeting of 

the UN Security 

Council to further 

mobilize the 

international 

community around this 

effort 

   1  

63. 6
3 
Fourth, we will 

continue providing 

humanitarian assistance 

to innocent civilians 

who have been 

displaced by this 

terrorist organization 

   1  

64. 6
4 
This includes Sunni 

and Shia Muslims who 

are at grave risk, as 

well as tens of 

thousands of Christians 

and other religious 

minorities 

     

65. 6
5 
We cannot allow these 

communities to be 

driven from their 

ancient homelands 

1     

66.  This is our strategy  

 
     

67. 6
6 
And in each of these 

four parts of our 

strategy, America will 

be joined by a broad 

coalition of partners 

   1  
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68. 6
7 
Already, allies are 

flying planes with us 

over Iraq; sending arms 

and assistance to Iraqi 

Security Forces and the 

Syrian opposition; 

sharing intelligence; 

and providing billions 

of dollars in 

humanitarian aid 

     

69. 6
8 
Secretary Kerry was in 

Iraq today meeting with 

the new government 

and supporting their 

efforts to promote 

unity, and in the 

coming days he will 

travel across the 

Middle East and 

Europe to enlist more 

partners in this fight, 

especially Arab nations 

who can help mobilize 

Sunni communities in 

Iraq and Syria to drive 

these terrorists from 

their lands 

1   1  

70. 6
9 
This is American 

leadership at its best 
     

71. 7
0 
we stand with people 

who fight for their own 

freedom 

     

72. 7
1 
and we rally other 

nations on behalf of our 

common security and 

common humanity 

     

73. 7
2 
My Administration has 

also secured bipartisan 

support for this 

approach here at home 

     

74. 7
3 
I have the authority to 

address the threat from 

ISIL 

     

75. 7
4 
But I believe we are 

strongest as a nation 
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when the President and 

Congress work together 

76. 7
5 
So I welcome 

congressional support 

for this effort in order 

to show the world that 

Americans are united in 

confronting this danger 

     

77. 7
6 
Now, it will take time 

to eradicate a cancer 

like ISIL 

   1  

78. 7
7 
And any time we take 

military action, there 

are risks involved -- 

especially to the 

servicemen and women 

who carry out these 

missions 

     

79. 7
8 
But I want the 

American people to 

understand how this 

effort will be different 

from the wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan 

   1  

80. 7
9 
It will not involve 

American combat 

troops fighting on 

foreign soil 

   1  

81. 8
0 
This counter-terrorism 

campaign will be 

waged through a 

steady, relentless effort 

to take out ISIL 

wherever they exist, 

using our air power and 

our support for partner 

forces on the ground 

   1  

82. 8
1 
This strategy of taking 

out terrorists who 

threaten us, while 

supporting partners on 

the front lines, is one 

that we have 

successfully pursued in 

Yemen and Somalia for 

years 
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83. 8
2 
And it is consistent 

with the approach I 

outlined earlier this 

year: to use force 

against anyone who 

threatens America's 

core interests, but to 

mobilize partners 

wherever possible to 

address broader 

challenges to 

international order 

     

84. 8
3 
My fellow Americans, 

we live in a time of 

great change 

     

85. 8
4 
Tomorrow marks 13 

years since our country 

was attacked 

     

86. 8
5 
Next week marks 6 

years since our 

economy suffered its 

worst setback since the 

Great Depression 

     

87. 8
6 
Yet despite these 

shocks; through the 

pain we have felt and 

the grueling work 

required to bounce 

back  

     

88. 8
7 
America is better 

positioned today to 

seize the future than 

any other nation on 

Earth 

     

89. 8
8 
Our technology 

companies and 

universities are 

unmatched 

     

90. 8
9 
our manufacturing and 

auto industries are 

thriving 

     

91. 9
0 
Energy independence is 

closer than it's been in 

decades 

     

92. 9
1 
For all the work that 

remains, our businesses 
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are in the longest 

uninterrupted stretch of 

job creation in our 

history 

93. 9
2 
Despite all the 

divisions and discord 

within our democracy, 

I see the grit and 

determination and 

common goodness of 

the American people 

every single day 

     

94. 9
3 
and that makes me 

more confident than 

ever about our 

country's future 

     

95. 9
4 
Abroad, American 

leadership is the one 

constant in an uncertain 

world 

     

96. 9
5 
It is America that has 

the capacity and the 

will to mobilize the 

world against terrorists 

   1  

97. 9
6 
It is America that has 

rallied the world 

against Russian 

aggression, and in 

support of the 

Ukrainian peoples' 

right to determine their 

own destiny 

     

98. 9
7 
It is America -- our 

scientists, our doctors, 

our know-how -- that 

can help contain and 

cure the outbreak of 

Ebola 

1     

99. 9
8 
It is America that 

helped remove and 

destroy Syria's declared 

chemical weapons so 

they cannot pose a 

threat to the Syrian 

people -- or the world -

- again 

1     
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100. 9
9 
And it is America that 

is helping Muslim 

communities around 

the world not just in the 

fight against terrorism, 

but in the fight for 

opportunity, tolerance, 

and a more hopeful 

future 

     

101. 1
0
0 

America, our endless 

blessings bestow an 

enduring burden 

     

102. 1
0
1 

But as Americans, we 

welcome our 

responsibility to lead 

     

103. 1
0
2 

From Europe to Asia -- 

from the far reaches of 

Africa to war-torn 

capitals of the Middle 

East -- we stand for 

freedom, for justice, for 

dignity 

     

104. 1
0
3 

These are values that 

have guided our nation 

since its founding 

     

105. 1
0
4 

Tonight, I ask for your 

support in carrying that 

leadership forward 

     

106. 1
0
5 

I do so as a 

Commander-in-Chief 

who could not be 

prouder of our men and 

women in uniform -- 

pilots who bravely fly 

in the face of danger 

above the Middle East, 

and service-members 

who support our 

partners on the ground 

1     

107. 1
0
6 

When we helped 

prevent the massacre of 

civilians trapped on a 

distant mountain, here's 

what one of them said 
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108. 1
0
7 
"We owe our American 

friends our lives.  
   1  

109.  Our children will 

always remember that 

there was someone who 

felt our struggle and 

made a long journey to 

protect innocent people 

     

110. 1
0
8 
That is the difference 

we make in the world 
     

111. 1
0
9 

And our own safety -- 

our own security -- 

depends upon our 

willingness to do what 

it takes to defend this 

nation, and uphold the 

values that we stand for 

-- timeless ideals that 

will endure long after 

those who offer only 

hate and destruction 

have been vanquished 

from the Earth 

   1  

112. 1
1
0 

May God bless our 

troops, and may God 

bless the United States 

of America 
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