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Abstract

Programs in library education have existed since 1887. Since

confusing road. The controversies, to some extent, have had th

theories of library education and influencing the patterns of LIS practice worldwide including Indonesia.
programs worldwide, some issues in the library

This paper elaborates the history of library education
education in the United States of America including, the foundation of Library science, The “L” Word
and the curriculum issues and see how they influence the condition of Library Education in Indonesia.

Keywords: Library Education, Library education curriculum, history of Library Education
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As we come ry, the world is changing rapidly. Information plays an important
nsequence, the library as an information agent has to

aqualified service to meet society’s demands. Library
ant pressures from the information revolution since
sources that will influence
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library associations emerged internahonally. The American Library
' as founded in Philadelphia in 1876 and the Library
as established in England in 1877. International .conferences cc:r?ducted by
these associations included the international conferences of 1877 in Lor.ldon, 1893 in Chicago,
1896 in London, Paris in 1900, San Francisco in 1904, and Brussels in 1910. This brought
educational benefits for library certification and education programs in terms of enriching
participants by following the library tours and sharing ideas for practical p_roblems relating
to library education. These activities as Davis said, also served “as effective tools for
internationalizing library education” since the international conferences invited visitors from
all over the world. In this periods, the influence of the United States and Britain in the

library education field was established (Davis, 1986: 45).

In this period, some
Association (hereafter called ALA) w

Association w

The third period, in what was called “the academically centred library school” (Leigh
300), was marked by the appearance of Charles C. Williamson’s critical studies of the existing
library education programs at that time. Williamson (Shera, 1972), proposed not more library
schools, but better library schools. The better library schools, as stated in hi;
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pol” (Leigh 123). This commitment resulted in a number of American educators going abroad as library
the existing consultants. Even though some criticisms was directed at the Graduate Library School of
sore library the University of Chicago, some schools followed it in opening graduate library programs
ted in his with “similar” curricula. In 1948, some fifth year bachelor degrees in Librarianship were
nission, (2) replaced by Master’s level degree (Shera,1972).
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The period from

in this decade (Davis, 1987).

By the 1970s IFLA’s scope had changed from l':)ei'ng a consortiul:n of 1Il\l'listem European
executives with few North Americans to an association r'epresen'tatlve o the whole worlq.
In this period, American foundations’ attention toward mtematlon.al library deV@lOPI_nent
declined due to limited financial resources. Thus, many Amer.lca.n educe;tors ]meed
associations such as IFLA, FID, UNESCO and others to keep ass.lst lflternatlonal library
development. The Library Association in England, however, has mamta.med regular contact
with several overseas members and Commonthwealth librarians (Davis 1987: 234-237).

Was a great concern. UNESCO played a role by conducting Symposiums of heads of Latin
American schools of librarianship, information science, and archival studies in Costa Rica
for harmonizing curricula, short term courses for information specialists and managers of
information systems was held in Sofia, New Delhi, and Peking (Keresztesi, 1982). UNESCO
fellowships brought selected participants from developing countries to study ‘Library
science” in Northern Europe and North America. The International Graduate Summer School
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In Indonesia “L. Word” issues influenced some special libraries in namir}g the,l,r institutlc;ms
“Information Resource Centre” (Indonesia-Australia Language Foundfltlon), Inf’(’)rmathn
Research Centre” (Pricewaterhouse), “Documentation And Information C'entn‘e' (LIPI -
Indonesia Science Institution) instead of “library’. But in the library education field, even
though in their brochures providing information about their programs th?y cle;ilrly state
that their programs have competencies both in librarianship and inforrflahon. sa‘ence,.avl.l
library education programs at “sarjana” and “master’s degree” levels still maintain using
“library science” in their names. I do not think that naming the schools “library science
department” is suitable with faculties’ wishes, but the condition itself is a result of the
Minister of National Education requiring that “information and library studies must be
subsumed under the name of “Library Science”. Thus, the library education cannot change
the names without the minister of education’s permission. But once the minister of education
gives freedom to change the names of library schools, I am sure that some schools will trade
the name “library science” for “information science” or something similar. This has already
happened with library schools at the diploma level. Once the government gave the deans of
each department to name their library schools, as they wished, the three-year diploma

0 it Un of Indonesia took the word “library” away and changed its name
of “Library School” into “Document and Information Management” *
d by other diploma library schools, since 1 « y

Indonesia, the University of Indonesia’
for other library schools.
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evel will not n i i
the graduate leve heet societal needs in this case i
i e S, S case, employers’ needs? What would
happen |f. :|bra,r_v science could not meet Workplace demands? 1E’heysituation of the grad(t)xate
level of library science SEEmS to be dilemmatic. What has been applied by the Graduate
Gchool of Library gnd Information Studies at McGil| University might be one)cl)f the solutions
tha; (i‘m:.ldnl:: ;2251;‘1“'2;23“2?11 !’Sess such as Bibliographical and Factual Resources, Organization
and Infor 3 1on Society, Online Information Retri ati i
! : ieval, Information service,
mfog-m;:hoanﬁtﬁl:; a:d Ddatabase }DeSlgn, which need more technical skills, are taught u'I
the first year. second year, the student should take elective c hi
: y : ! S\ 3 ourses which are more
theory -bas?d in the? hbra.rlanshlp field. In this respect Graduate School of Information at
McGill University is trying to accommodate society’s needs without ignoring theoretical
Components.

Unlike the United States, which accredits librar
Indonesian government, in this case the Mj
education levels, which are two tothree
master’s level degrees. The two or three-y

Y science only at the graduate levels, the
nister of National Education, accredits all higher
year diploma degrees, “sarjana” degrees, and
vel de : ear diploma graduates in librarianship are ready
to work as librarian assistants dealing with technical skil] levels. “Sarjana” Degree graduates
are eligible to work as librarians or information specialists. Finally, Master’s degree graduates
usually have a position as library managers. And the University of Indonesia is preparing to
provide doctorate degrees in library science, It is expected

that graduates of Doctorate
degrees will be faculty staff in the library education program.

Other curriculum issues in the Unites States are conflict between a wish to serve
demanding new change in society (modern courses such as “Examination of Microcomputers
in the Information Environment: Emphasis on Hardware and Software Concept”

schools have revised the
eliminating some traditional courses such as ‘The History of the Boo

undeniable that library schools have to update the curri
of society. However, the elimination of some cours
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o answer the questions, library education in Indonesia n.ecds to conduct r.esearch to
investigate what is actually needed by the Indonesian community at all Ievel‘s. T.hlls res:earch
can la("slrvng(hvnvd by conducting seminars, conferences, or w<>rk§hops inviting library
educators, practicing librarians, and the students of library education programs to have
same visions on the competencies needed in the library and information field.” With these
endeavours, library education in Indonesia can define the required competencies that have
to be applied to the library education curriculum.

4. Conclusions

Programs in library education have existed since 1887. Since then, some controversies have
led to a confusing road. The controversies, to some extent, have had the advantageous
effects of enriching theories of libra ry education. But if the controversy results in too many
conflicts, there will be some long-term consequences, since one controversy may lead to
other controversies. In any case, the faculties of a library education programs should come
to the agreement of having one vision in running library education. If the faculties cannot
come to an agreement on the foundation of library science, the “L Word” controversy will
be the result. And The “L Word” controversy confuses the design of curricula. The student
will suffer as a result.
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