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ABSTRACT

Kevin Phillips’ American Theocracy that was published in 2006, has
succedeed proving his criticism toward the govemmea the United States.
These book describes in details how religion (aiceddstrongly Christian
fundamentalist) influences in American politics tpadarly in Bush
administration. Kevin Phillips is indeed known aseoof the American writers
whose most of his works are related to his criticitoward the portray of
American society. And here, he tries to exploredbedition of the United States
caused by religion, government, society and othspeets during Bush
administration. He also performed an amazing detsen covering this book
through empirical data he made. So in that caseould like to find out the
relation between religion and democracy as reftedte his book American
Theocracy.

In doing the research, this study applies contealysis in finding the
data inside the book. The writer also analyzesectdd data by analysing and
interpreting from a statement and message in passathat a clear meaning and
in-depth comprehension can be acquired. The da@n@yzed by analytical
discourse method.The study is library researchthednain source of this study,
however, is the book of Kevin Phillipdmerican Theocracy. Thus, the study
employs sociology of religion approach which isduse understand the relation
between religion and democracy.

Based on the study, some significant findings wa&ined. In his
book American Theocracy, Phillips’ views on religion and democracy arettha
religion will no longer be an inspiring factor. Rgbn merely is damaging
democracy and is a threat to democracy. Democratyere was expressed
politically by the religious right as a powerfulhiele for public policy-making in
the United States. However, his works also leaviecsr Anyway, religion is
important to build up for ethical systems of ongpirocial transformation.
Religion ought to make the social order much befRsligion should have an
inspiring in democratic space. Democracy needsralggion role in which it will
exist. Somehow, conflict among groups in the Uni&ates is basically the sign
of the democracy change.

Key words: religion, democracy, public policy.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the study

Nowdays, democracy is praised and adored as the doe®rnmental
system in the world. The democracy of United St&esonsidered as a primary
model of democracy on the international stagea#t $pread up in the world and
most of country uplift democracy as a symbol of erod civilization. Most
countries has adopted these democracy to attadlihbugh some claim that the
United States has practiced democracy in appearanigeand has conduct a
double standard, it has succeeded in promoting dexap around the world. It
points out that though American has a good demggctamwever democracy of
the United States is also recognized as a desteuotne. It is proven that the
United States very often fights any countries whace assumed as opposing to
them. Invading Iraq is one of concrete evidence lioav Iraq does not concern
for democracy.

Even though many nations view that the United Stafiereign policy
frequently tends to be more less democratic, itumgleniable that life of
democracy in the United States is running well.tTiedbecause the factors such
as sosio-politic, economics, culture, and traditiorthe United States sustaining
condition for democracy run also smoothly. Howevpolitics , economics,

culture, and tradition factors on the other side also be a barrier of democracy.



Samuel P. Huntington remarks that in addition toneenic and politics, cultural
factor and tradition can be the most importantibammf democracy in a state.
Cultural and public tradition concerning on positiovalue, trust and behavior
pattern, would have an effect on development of @acy. An undemocratic
public culture, either coming from culture or rébigs understanding, would
hamper the spreading of democratic norms in pubticdoes not give a
legitimation at democracy institutions so that deracy does not come into
function

Meanwhile, in the case of United States’ successfid becoming super
power state and any progress in many areas basisahused by culture-ethic or
religion. Paul Tillich, an American theologian affis that religion is the soul of
culture and culture is a form of religiorReligion in national life of the United
States is very important. Americans claim that rtimgition are religious. They
view that religion is useful and meaningful to lkuiip culture and nation
character. Private sector have also showed an @ppom to religion in the
United States. It can be seen from policy exprestivat establishment of new
settlement region need to build not merely schbatsalso many churchs such as

Catholic, Methodist, and others. Religion nuanamise emphasized.

! Samuel P. HuntingtorThe Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of \W@tder (New
York: Simon & Schuster), 3-7.

? Luther S. Luedtke (Edt.)Making America: The Society and Culture of the hiStates
(Washington D.C: United States Information Ageri988), 189.

% Luther S. Luedtke (Edt.)Making America: The Society and Culture of the euhiStates,
190-191.



It is important to note that the democracy in Aroaris giving a space for
religious people’s endeavor to live properly witkeit faith and belief. In the
United States, people are free to express thegioak doctrines. Religion in the
United States is remarkable both in its high adiezdevel and also its diversity.
The First Amendmefitto the country’s Constitution prevents the govesnmn
from having any authority in religion, and guarast¢he free exercise of religion.
In other word, religious freedom is protected by.la

The United States emerged as a world power invleatteth century, its
economic, political, and military invasions of therld were often accompanied
by the church, although perhaps more subtly thathécolonial period. The
United States might have been known as religiousomaReligion factor in
American politics neglates the statement that cdimeligion is not important in
rational life notably in politics. Religion is dtiimportant factor in shaping
political behavior and political process in Americsociety which is recognized
as more modern than other nations. Somehow, thiemnalso is known as a state

that promotes secularisiin one sense, one thing to observe is that sésuias

““Congress shall make no law respecting an estabési of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speec of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Govenhifioe a redress of grievances”. See Philip
HamburgerSeparation of Church and Staieondon: Harvard University Press, 2002), 2.

® Secularism is a concept suggesting that governmerdther entities should establish
separately from religion or religious beliefs. Ineosense, secularism may assert the right to be
free from religious rule and teachings, and freedoom the government imposition of religion
upon the people, within a state that is neutratnatters of belief, and gives no state privileges or
subsidies to religions. In another sense, it referthe human activities likes, especially politica
ones, should be based on evidence and fact. Ibtisnfluenced by religious perspective. In
Europe, it has been argued that secularism is @&menmt toward modernization, and away from



considered as a prerequisite for the success obckatization. Secularization is
recognized as a good idea to reduce a tense rela¢itveen religion and social
problem notably in politis In other senses, secularization is the separation
church and states which leads religion to be maakly or unproductive.

The issue of religion and democracy is importantdigcuss in this era.
This issue is debatable and complicated partiguléok those who try to
implemented democracy in a religious country. KeRimllips investigates the
contemporary issue of religion and democracyAmerican Theocracypook
(2006). He has a view that religion can be a thr@akemocracy when religion is
dominating in public area. The concern on his b@olkhat there is a tension
between religious group and secular group in sectiddes. It tells how protestant

fundamentalists influence a public policy decisiorthe United States. This book

traditional religious values. This type of secudarj on a social or philosophical level, has often
occurred while maintaining an official state chuoshother state support of religion. In the united
states, some argue that state secularism has senedjreater extent to protect religion from
governmental interference, while secularism on@asdevel is less prevalent. In political terms,
secularism is a movement towards the separatiaeligfion and government. This can refer to
reducing ties between a government and a statgaelireplacing laws based on scripture such as
the Torah and Sharia law with civil laws, and efiating discrimination on the basis of religion.
This is said to add to democracy by protectingritiets of religious minorities. Due in part to the
belief in the separation of church and state, set$ tend to prefer that politicians make
decisions for secular rather than religious reastmshis respect, policy decisions pertaining to
topics like abortion, contraception, embryonic steefl research, same-sex marriage, and sex
education are prominently focused upon by Ameriacularist organizations such as the Center
for Inquiry. Most major religions accept the pringaxf the rules of secular, democratic society but
may still seek to influence political decisionsamhieve specific privileges or influence through
church-state agreements such as a concord. Mangti@&hs support a secular state, and may
acknowledge that the conception has support inicibteachings, particularly Jesus’ statement,
“Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to Godatvis God’'s” (Matt. 22: 21) See
“secularism” available from wikipedia, http://enkipedia/org/wiki/secularism.htm. Accessed 26
November 2009

®Bachtiar effendyMasyarakat Agama dan Pluralisme Keagamaan (Pediigan Mengenai
Islam, Masyarakat Madani, dan Etos Kewirausaha@fggyakarta: Galang Press, 2001), 12.



is relevant and interesting book to study. Soméuate that this is a controversy
book and makes many political observers discuss it.

Kevin Phillips concerns on three points His experience as political
strategist of Republican Party for more than twaade, added a widely
knowledge about history of religion in America makié possible to describe
many things related to Bush Administration partelyl Protestant fundamentalist
influence to foreign policy the United States indviEast.

First, it relates to the United States positiorpago imperialismwhich is
giving a worse impact not only for world peace hbigo for the United States
society. To rescue world oil, the United Statesdsemthousand of soldiers in any
parts of the world viewed strategy. This is absiutcosting a lot of money.
Second Phillips describes in details how a radical sgign Christian
fundamentalist influences in Bush administratior. &so explains occupying in
Afghanistan and lIraq, gives full support to Israehd gives menaces to Iran.
Third, the facility applying credit card for a numbery&ars has caused a worse

situation of the United States finance.

" SeeKevin Phillips, American Theocracy: The Peril and Politics of RatliReligion, Oil,
and Borrowed Money in the 21st Cent@New York: Viking Penguin, 2006), vii-xvi.



B. TheProblem Academic Questions
Based on the background of the study, the mainlg@nubare formulated
as follows:
1. How is the proliferation of religious groups in thdnited States
Protestantism?

2. What are the religious influences of American Ragiin the United States
reflected in his boolmerican Theocra®/

3. What are Kevin Phillips’ views on Religion and desraxry in his book

American Theocra&

C. TheObjectiveand Significance of the Study
1. The objectives of the study appear in answeringjtlestion above. They are:
a. To briefly discuss the proliferation of religiogsoup in the United States.
b.To highlight the religious influences of Americamliics in the United
States.
c. To explore Kevin Phillips’ views on religion an@émocracy in the United
States.
2. All study activities should possess clear purpdsehe end of this study, the
researcher is hopefully that this study gives gredwantages for several
components. Some expected advantages that coalchioéred from the study

are as follows:



a. For the researcher
This study is hopefully to enrich understandingtba role of religion and
its significance to the life of democracy in theitdd States.

b. For the development of religion’s study and ofiedd of studies
This study is to contribute to the reserach dgwalent on religious studies

in general and the study of religion and democragarticular.

D. Review on Related Studies

Regarding the issue of religion and politics,ngnaesearcher and expert
have investigated it. There are some thesis immisléState University of Sunan
Kalijaga examining the issue of religion and postithey are as follows:

Mohammmad Amin, the student of Agidah Filsafatidgt program,
Ushuluddin Faculty of Islamic State of Sunan KagaYogyakarta, wrote
Hubungan Agama dan Politik Menurut Abdul Karim Smfo. In his paper,
Mohammad Amin explores that relationship betweeligiceis value and
democracy is running respectively. In the casewthter is trying to distinguish a
Soroush’s thought on the meaning of religion andhaeacy. Religion is so
different from the knowledge of religioRirst, religion is a constant, a stagnation,
and holy. Second religion is dynamic. The human’s knowledge ofigiein is
always developing and tends to be rational. Ralitaian of this would be no

longer with religion’s thought and help its develapluding democracy.



Hartiningsih, student of comparatiredigion study program, Ushuluddin
Faculty, Islamic State of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakama@ote Agama dan Politik
Perspektif Y. B. Mangunwijayan her thesis, the writer examines politics
according to Romo Mangunwijaya’s perspective. A dyopolitic in Romo
Mangun'’s perspective is so called as heart polticih is concerning on morality
and basically on religion’s values in the rightlcdor the society’s prosperity.

Choirul Anam, a student of Comparative religiotudy program,
Ushuluddin Faculty of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta,ot®rRelasi Agama dan
Politik dalam Perspektif Partai Persatuan PembarguimThe paper elucidates an
analysis of Islamic universality and suggest tleigion and politics can not be
separated. It means that religion presents at afdge including politics. In short,
religion is not only concerning on private but afmablic space. Politics is meant
as a part of missiordékwal) in order to change society or country better.

Bachtiar Dwi Kurniawan, a student of Agidah Filastudy program,
Ushuluddin Faculty of Sunan Kalijaga YogyakartaptgrTeologi Politik (Studi
Terhadap Pemikiran Politik Amienyhis papetexplores Amien Rais’ thought on
politics. In Amien Rais’ view, the society shouldtrkeep religion out of politics.

In addition, there are some books concegroim religion, politics, and the
united states of America. They are as follows:

Saiful Munjani et al (2005), in a book “Benturaer&@daban (sikap dan

perilaku Islamis Indonesia terhadap Amerika Seyikaxplores that clash



civilization can be viewed as cultural problem whits shaping a view and
society’s behaviour of Islamist to the united stat€ America.

Ralph H. Gabriel (1974) writes a boéknerican Values: Continuity and
Change)that he is trying to provide the historical expece of American to face
a crisis based on the United States philosophioaltpf view. David C. Leege
and Lyman A. Kellstedt (1993) in a boétediscovering the Religious Factor in
American Politicsanalyzes that how to measure the behaviour djioels group
in shaping a political behaviour.

From the thesis and book above, the writer cowldfind a research or
comprehensive book analysing religion and democnadpe United States. It is
therefore possible to point out that this study ldgoroduce different outcome

than earlier studies.

. Theoretical Framewor k

Milton Yinger quoted in Keith A. Roberts gave aid#fon of religion. He
suggests that it is not focused on what religiogeesally is but what it does.
Religion is a social phenomenon as religious fiiftills the manifest function of
religion. Here, the definition refers to a functmeligion which provides a sense

of ultimate meaning, a system of macrosymbols, asdt of core values for life.



They invite an investigation of any profound loyatir ultimate meaning system
as a form of religiosity.

Thomas Luckmann quoted Malcolm Hamiltonpoints out that religion is
closely linked to social life where religion ancc&disation are closely interwoven
in most traditional societies but it does not fallthat socialisation is inherently
religious in character. Religion need not enteo ihie process. He said that human
is the transcendence of biological nature and ifuisdamentally a religious
process. This is what makes it possible for humends to be moral creatures and
to develop universalitic valués.

Religion is important to access the implications ébhical systems of
ongoing social transformation. Durkheim’s view thtite world system is
becoming simultaneously more unified and diverséeastructive. As the world
changes, so the various ethical trasformations bwyntruded into the social
community. But resistance to the globalization afan life is a fierce as the
forces of unification are.

The current ethical crisis of the global villagenigt a product simply of
the late of twentieth century. It began in the &y, when the ethos of today’s
religious traditions were born in story form andnhtioued as various localized
tradition diffused, collided, and were transfornwaetr the centuries. Although we

are always in danger of overemphasizing the impogaof our own historical

8 Keith A. RobertsReligion in Sociological Perspecti€alifornia: Wadsworth Publishing
Company, 1995),7.
 Malcolm Hamilton,The Sociology of ReligiofLondon: Routledge, 1995), 184.
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epoch, as the result of the dramatic transformatioh society and culture
precipitated by the industrial and postindustrialalutions of the past two
centuries. Human history seems to be at a crijimatture in recently. Those
events now turn a special attenti§rEthical issue can not be separated from each
historical time. Those revolution leads to religimsing its social influence over
many aspects of society. Therefore, it comes tddba of secularisation. Wilson
maintains that secularisation defines the procesw/ich religious institutions,
actions and consciousness lose their social sigmifie.'* Bryan S. Turner said
that people in capitalist society, particularly \iest, have expressed a various
form and religion practice, but their institutiofisrn to be secularized by the
authority’® It seems that Turner would like to remark thatusmism is a
movement toward modernization, and away from tiawia religious values.
Meanwhile, democracy is defined as a set of ruksigthed to promote
self-government. Democracy is a form of governnienthich the people govern,
either directly or through elected representativis.the United States, the
democracy described as constitutional democracgiwbiomotes liberty and self-
government, since individudiberty is part of the process sklf-governmentit
explains the principles of self-government and t@digovernment are embodied

in the constitution. Limited government is a goveamt that is subject to strict

19 Kurtz, Lester R.,Gods in the Global Village (The World’s Religions $ociological
Perspective]California: Pine Forge Press, 1995), 146-147.

1 Malcolm Hamilton,The Sociology of Religiori88.

12 Bryan S. TurnerAgama dan Teori SosiéYogyakarta: Ircisod, 2006), 341.
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limits on its lawful uses of powers, and hence tsnability to deprive people of
their liberty. Self-government is the principle ththe people are the ultimate
source and proper beneficiary of governing autfiofit practice, a government
based on majority ruf&®

Tocqueville predicts on the future of democracytle United States,
discussing possible thredts democracy and possible dangefsiemocracy. He
believes that democracy tends to be “soft despbdtiagsnwell as the risk of
developing a tyranny of the majority. He observest tthe strong role religion
played in the United States was because of itsatépa from the government.

There are five forms concerning to the relationwleein religion and
democracyFirstly, theocracy which is a public policy in a statdyfudetermined
by denomination of some religiorffecond a state dominated a half religion
influence and a half secular influence. This mogebvides power sharing
between states and denomination of some religiom, poblic policy still be
dominated by religious interpretations and morabiytlook of some religion.
Third, a secular state in the form of interaction betwestates and religious
organizations in which religion plays importanteoh influencing public policy.
Fourth, a secular state where religious organizatioms givat space, but there is

no activity together with state. In other wordsigieus perspective doesn’t take a

13Thomas E. Pattersofihe American DemocradyNew York: McGraw-Hill, 2003), 36.

14 See Diane Ravitch and Abigail Thernstrom (EB@mokrasi: Klasik dan Modern (Tulisan
Tokoh-tokoh Pemikir Ulung Sepanjang Masaanslated by Hermoyo (Jakarta: Yayasan Obor
Indonesia, 2005), 179-186.
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part in formulation of public policyFifth, a secular-atheis state oppressed
religion®

Meanwhile, in the case of the United States, retigtends to colour
politics. Religion is not merely an affinity. It implemented by people in public or
private space. The concept of religion can be basedocial group affiliation,
identification of religious group, ritual practicer private religious service,
ideology, doctrine of faith, the important meaniofgreligion, or religious word

view. Each variable has influence to the responsebehavior of politics'®

. Method of Study
1. Typeof Study
The research is library research, which collects @ad information

covered up in documentaty.Documentary can be book, journal, magazine,
newspaper, internet, and some literature pertit@rnhe topics of the research.
The main source of this study, however, is the bofoKevin Phillips American
Theocracy
2. Study Approach

The study employs sociological approach which sdu® understand the

relation between religion and social life notabty politics. Religion is social

5 Mun’im A. Sirry, “Membendung Militansi Agama (Imadan Politik dalam Masyarakat
Modern)”, (Jakarta: Erlangga, 2003), 66.

% David C. Leege dan Lyman A. KellstefRediscovering the Religious Factor in American
Politics (Armonk, NY: M.E., 1993), 3-31.

7P, Joko Subagydetode Penelitian dan Praktélakarta: Rhenika Cipta, 1991), 109.
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phenomenon. In fact, it is a part of social Iudy of religion means to study a
societyr® By using sociology of religion study, the writeilliry to explore the
religion role to influence social activities esglyi political sphere. The classical
sociological tradition of Marx, weber, and Durkheitas produced a
“neoclassical”’ perspective which are representeBédtgr Berger, Clifford Geertz,
Robert Bellah, and Thomas Luckmann which is indin® be subjective,
emphasizing individual beliefs and attitudes, omnsi and values. The perspective
of current work in the sociology of religion is dgsed well based on appropriate
methodologies. The focus of these social psychoébgitudies is usually on the
problem of meaning and individual’s interpretatiafiseality
3. Data Collection

The main resources for this study are documentatg. documentary
method is collecting data, including books, articleewspaper, writings,
guidelines, reports, and official websif8sData is divided into two; they are
primary data and secondary data.

Primary data of the research is source of inforomatelated to the main
discussion of this, which is taken from the bd@kerican Theocracypy Kevin
Phillips. While secondary data is source of infaiiora pertinent to supporting

data of the research or data taken from other ressisuch as books, magazines,

18 Djam’annuri, Agama Kita Perspektif Sejarah Agama-Aga(¥agyakarta: Kurnia Kalam
Semesta, 2002), 20.
19 Kurtz, Lester R,Gods in the Global Village (The World’s Religions $ociological
Perspective)15.
20 suharsimi ArikuntoProsedur Penelitian: Suatu Pendekatan PraKtikarta: Bina Usaha,
1980), 62.
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newspapers, articles, which are regarded as rdlezad supported to this
research.
4. Data Analyzing M ethod

Data analyzing method is set up to compile datalagsifying into some
patterns, theme or category. Then compiled datddvo® explained or analysed
in looking for the relation between the providedoepts?*

The writer employs Content Analysis. Contents Asmlyconsists of
communications, either verbal or non verbal in then of messages from a
statement in text? The writer also analyzes collected data by anafysind
interpreting so that a clear meaning and in-depthprehension can be acquired.
The data is analyzed by analytical discourse méth@iscourse analyzing here

is meant to reveal intention and meaning hiddemfaostatement.

G. Chapter Plan
To facilitate the investigation, the study will Hevided into six chapters.
The organisations are as follows:
Chapter | is introductory chapter which presents Ilackground of the
study, the research questions, the objective agdifisance of the study,

theoretical framework, research method and chaybéer.

21 Dadang AkhmadMetodologi Penelitian Agama, Perspektif IImu Pertiagan Agama
(Bandung: Pustaka Setia, 2000), 102.

22 Burhan BunginPenelitian Kualitatif (Komunikasi, Ekonomi, Kebigk Publik, dan lImu
Sosial lainnya)Jakarta: Kencana Prenada Media Group, 2007), 155.

% Eriyanto,Analisis Wacana; Pengantar Analisis Teks Mefiagyakarta: LKIS, 2001), 5.
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Chapter 1l examines a biography of Kevin Philligsis chapter briefly
and comprehensively provides the profile and tfeedf Kevin Phillips so that it
can understand his background and describe higlthothis chapter includes the
life background of Kevin Phillips and his works.

Chapter 11l explores the proliferation of religioggoup in the United
States inAmerican TheocracyThe chapter firstly discuss the sectarian quality
the United States protestantisme, then discusse$ religion position in
American politics. This is my attempt to get a coemensive explanation of
religious form and pluralism values among religiamsl also identify the relation
between religion and states in the United States.

Chapter IV scrutinize discourse, issues of demgciathe United States
to map religion and politics in this country. Itadyses the religious influence in
the American Politics of the United States. Thiamtler explicitely discusses the
significant of religion influence in democracy.

Chapter V examines the analyzing of Kevin Philliggw on religion and
democracy. It will discuss first his thought American Theocracyit lists the
main point of his thought, then describes the amslgf Kevin Phillips’ view. It
provides the position of religion and democracyha United States. Then, this
chapter explores critiques toward his thought & pierspective of religion and

democracy in the United States.
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Chapter VI is conclusion chapter. This chapter ples a conclusion and
some suggestions for further research regardingiorl and democracy in the

United States.
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

A. Conclusion

In the United States, there are some sectanhi¥otestantism that
flourishes the proliferation of American religiomhey are Roman Catholic
Church, Pantecostal, Presbyterian, Anglican, Bgptidormon, Jehovah
witness, Methodist. Those groups have heterogensesliggous views and
religious movements. Most of them are evangelicavement, millinealist
group, second coming of Christ and political dominghe United States is a
pluralism religion and even civil religionCivil religion and the idea of
nationhood in the United States is closely relategrotestantism. American civil
religion is inclined to have nation and faith which strengthened, patriotism,
conservatism, and fundamentalist religion.

The rising of heterogeneous religious views aeligious movements is
caused by some reasomdrst, it is a response towards the demise of religion i
which it lost its significantlt is possible to say that the loss of monopoly of
religious matters by one organization. Churchesltstsits authority. Process

of denominationalisation associated with Protegemt has also played an
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important part in promoting secularization. Denoations attempted to
defend themselves from or dialogue to the secultoia.

Second, secularization affects on the emergence of revinaigious
groups (sects) or new innovative developments ggulivhen Church and
states is separated, religion role lost. Heregiaati is just for political and
economical interest. In other word, it is inclirntedoe pragmatic.

Phillips had asserted that religious influencesurikh in American
politics. In the United States, the structure atest and democracy sphere was
expressed politically by the religious right and tise of the Republican Party
as a powerful vehicle for religious policy-makingn short, theocratic
inclination and biblical views intrudes public pésc They are tried to have a
religious teaching or moral values on public polisych as Whitehouse
policy, Public School, on lifestyle issues suchgay marriage and abortion,
on the issues of social and national life in thetéthStates, and the rise of the
Republicans Party as religious party which is clvagpghe structure of
American politics. In short, their point is keepirgigion out of politics and
making politics religious. The United States iseaudar state in the form of
interaction between states and religious orgamimatin which religion plays
important role in influencing public policy. It cdme depicted as “religious
states” but rather “state religions” in which thevgrnment seeks to control

religion.
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The member of Republican Party is mostly consergattonservative
concern on issues such as reduced government tiegulaf business,
resistance to world government and to environmesmigl opposition to
abortion and homosexuality, support for Christi@uaation in the public
schools. Conservatives staked out distinctive most They along with
grassroots support Moral Majority.

Phillips criticizes the impact of Christian fundamedists in Bush
Administration. Phillips explores that because ajrawing religious fervor
has contributed to national decline. Phillips redmgs that religion will no
longer be an inspiring factor. Religion merely athging democracy and so
dangerous in national life. Religion merely is setit to democracy.

Although Phillips is trying to describe the demiskereligion in the
development democracy in the United States, hiksvalso leave critics to
the reader up into some perspectives. The seaulaisnodern world forces
the Christian fundamentalists intends religiousugalto push them in public
place. Since religion loses its significance fociabhuman life, it should
express the religious values in public spaces abithmakes the social order
much better. When religion is explained as the Itesti or reaction to
deprivation, then the explanation of secularizatiol refer to the growth of
democracy.

Phillips asserted that religion would be a threati¢mocracy when it

pushes religious values through public policyslpossibly that it would take
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a politicized religion. However, religion is empaweg for democracy. It is
underlying the assumption that civil society which one of pillar of

democracy and religion would be effective in theisty when it is operated
as pillar of civil society. In other words, demoxyaakes religion to get the
existence.

When religious groups have their interest acceptecbngress, they
struggle their interest through lobbying. When $acgroups and religious
groups are fighting back each other in public plageng to intrude each
interest in public sphere, they are offering thatatvthey do is a truth.
Sometimes, the growth of democracy needs view®mtradiction. This is a
change to get democracy. Therefore, it should ladiebbgue among parties in

dispute.

B. Suggestion

This study has discussed the perspective of religitd democracy in
American Theocracy. It portrays the relation of religion and demograthis
study does not provide what democracy to do fdagimis movement. The
focus of this study is to identify how religion mess/on the democratic sphere
and also how democracy facilitates the religiousveneents. The relation
between them is very dynamic. Therefore, it shdaddexamined intensively

and comprehensively.
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Anyway, this study is necessary a developing resedmerefore, it is
so wisely that further research should be concgroim what factors within
religion in empowering democratization so that anptete picture of the
significant factors of religion to build up democyawould be presented.
Other further research could be possibly focusingnaw government (states)

should take a decision wisely to religion so thagiroduces more democratic

in a national life.
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