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TRANSLITERATION
This thesis uses the system of Arabic transliteration based on United

Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names, 1972.

I. Single Consonant
[ ———
| Alif not symbolized not symbolized
- ba‘ b be
o ta' t te
& tha th te and ha
- jim j je
c Cha’ h ha (with comma below)
¢ kha' kh ka and ha
5 dal d de
5 dhal dh de and ha
, ra‘ r er
3 zai z zet
o sin S es
> shin sh es dan ye
o sad S es (with comma below)
o dad d de (with comma below)
L ta' t te (with comma below)
b za' zZ zet (with comma below)
¢ ‘ain ¢ comma reversed from above
¢ ghain gh ge
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o fa* f ef
3 gaf q qi
4 kaf k ka
J lam 1 el
; mim m em
o nun n en
3 wawu w w
N ha’ h ha
: hamzah 4 apostrophe
¢ ya' A/ ye
[1. Double Consonant Caused by 7ashdid, Written in Double
P2 written muta‘addidah
e Written ‘iddah
I1l.Ta’ Marbutah on The End of Word
a. Written by /4if Read in Sukun
= written hikmah
R Written Jizyah
(This stipulation is not required on Arabic words that has been assimilated
into English Languange e.g. zakah etc, except if the original word is
wished)
b. When followed by article ‘al” and the second word is separated then it is
written by 4.
aakihed written karamah al-auliya’
c. If Ta' marbutahlives by fathah, kasrah,or damahthen it is written byt or

h.
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el 3 written zakat/ zakah al-fitrah
I'V.Short Vowels
ol fathah written a
_______ kasrah written i
_____ T dammah written u
V. Long Vowels
1 FATHAH + ALIF written a
el written Jjahiliyah
2 FATHAH + YA’DEAD written a
. written tansa
3 FATHAH + YA’DEAD written i
s written karim
4 | DAMMAH + WAWU DEAD written u
= written furud
V1.Double Vowels
1 FATHAH + YA’ DEAD written ai
S written bainakum
2 | FATHAH + WAWU DEAD written au
Jg written qaul

VI1I. Consecutive Short Vowels in a Word Separated by Apostrophe

o written a antum
sl written u’iddath
é S oy written la’in shakartum




VIII. If Article alif lamis Followed by Letter of Qomariyyah or Shamsiyyah,
Thus it is written by ‘al

e written al-Qur’an
o written al-Qiyas
st written al-Sama’
ot written al-Shams

IX. The words of combination sentences are written based on it sound or

pronounciation.
PaA s written dhawl al-furud
i ! written ahl al-sunnah




ABSTRACT

Muslims believe that the Qur'an we have with us today, which was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad, was collected both in the form of a
book and learnt by heart by many companions of the Prophet during his
own life time and then transferred verbally as well as in the written form to
the next generations. This generation to generation transmission is so
overwhelming and all-embracing that the transmitted text has been
rendered safe and secure from any alteration. Nevertheless, some
Orientalists believe there are many contradictory narrations about the
collection of the Qur'an. Because of those contradictory narrations they
conclude that the Qur'an is fabricated and is not original.

Many Orientalists do pay their attention to the codex of a sahaba
named ‘Abdulth bin Masud. Arthur Jeffery, an Australian-American
orientalist said in his work that ‘Abdah bin Masud, according to some
narrations, did not write the last two surahs of the Qur'an which we use to
call them theMu‘awwidhatni. Muslim scholars from the background of
the Islamic Studies were very much bothered by the fact that many of the
Orientalists gave the wrong presentation of Islam from their study. This
was due to the fact that the Orientalists were trying to express Islam within
their own understanding which might not be compatible with the dualism
of Islam world view.

An Indian Muslim scholar, Muhammad Mustafa al-Azami who does
not really like the Western Orientalists has answered their accusations
regarding the codex of Ibn Mast. He said all those narrations that tell us
about Ibn Mas’ud omitted the Mu‘awwidhatani are lies. There is no need
for Muslims to believe in such narrations. Al-Azami as a nasir al-sunnah
said that hadith is the second source of Islam after Qur'an, and rejecting
the hadith is not possible for Muslims. Then how can someone say that
when they know the narrations are true. He tried so hard to prove that there
is no contradictory in the history of the collection of the Qur’an, but in the
end he chose to reject the true narrations and it just shows his
inconsistency in his views. Finally we can say that al-Azami is one of
Muslim scholars who tried to answer Orientalists’ doubts but he failed
because there is muslim scholarly bias in his explanations.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Research
Many hadiths state that some of the very beginning the
Companions concerned themselves in compilation of Qur'an in Prophet's
period. Although some scholars had a notion this compilation was only in
memorization. However, there were narrations indicated the compilation
of the Qur'an in Muhammad's period by companions was clearly written

in codex.

The Companions who had written the Qur'an in codex Ibn
Mas‘ud, Ubai bin Ka‘ah ‘Ali bin Abi Talib, Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu Musa al
Ash‘ar, Hafsah, Zaid binThabit, ‘Aishah, etc. Moreover, some declared
there were 23 manuscripts of the Quran in Muhammad's period.

Nevertheless those copies could not be found anyhmore.

According to al-Suyti, there was also a manuscript written by a
female companion, al-Fadhl bin Dakin informed us through akdMah

‘Abdillah bin Jani’, who reported from his grandmother that Ummu

! Taufik Adnan Amal fromMaterials for the History of the Qur'anic Text of the
Qur'an (Leiden, E. J. Brill, 1937), p. 133.



Waragah bint ‘Abdillah bin &rith was frequently visited by the Prophet

and he called hershshidah She had compiled the Qur‘an.

The codices of companion have different texts and variant
readings. Althought ‘Uthan’s effort to obtain the uniformity of the
Qur’anic text was successful, the pre-‘Utimit or non canonical readings
were by no means forgottériEspecially the codex of Ibn Masl which
was very populer in Kufah. Ibn Masl was for a period of time a personal
servant of Muhammad, but eventually settled in Kufah where he became
an authority on religious matters on account of his interest in the subject
an his close association with the Prophet. Because of his close association
he could learn about 70 surah directly from the Propeharration tells
us that Ibn Masid was the first person to read the Quran loudly in
Mecca, though he was stoned by Quraishore than that, a hadith also
tells us that he was recomended by the Prophet to those who wished to

learn the Qur'an.

2 Jahluddin al-Suyifi, Samudera Ulumul Qurartranslated by Farikh Marzugi Ammar
(Surabaya: Bina llmu, 2006), vol. 1, p. 355.

® W. Montgomery WattBell's Introduction to the QurafEdinburgh: University Press,
1970), p. 44.

* W. Montgomery WattBell's Introduction to the Qur'anp. 45.

® Taufik Adnan Amal,Rekonstruksi Sejarah al Quraffogyakarta: FKBA, 2001), p.
170.
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On the authority of Masg: ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr mentioned ‘Abdullah bin
Mas'ud and said: | shall ever love that man for | heard the Prophet saying:

Take (learn) the Qur'an from four: ‘Abdullah bin Med Slim, Mu‘adh
bin Jabal and Ubai bin Ka'b.

There are explicit statements, however, that Ibn Magmitted
altogether the last two surahs (Q. 113 and 114 Mh&wwidhatani. It is
also doubtful wether lbn Magd included the first surah a@l-Fatihah.

This case is subject to orientalist’s criticism of the Qur'an.

The Qur'an refers in various ways to the Jewish and Christian
theachings, which it partially adopts, partially corrects, or completely
rejects. Thus, it is not surprising that from the beginning the Quran

became the Christian’s and Jew’s intefest.

Maryam Jameelah stated that orientalism is not a dispassionate,
objectice study of Islam and its culture by erudite faithful to the best
traditions of scholarship to create profound, original research but nothing

but an organized conspiracy to incite our youth to revolt against their faith.

® Imam al-Bukkuri, Sah7h Bukharz, no. 4615, CDMausi/ah al-Hadis al-Shaff,
Global Islamic Software, 1991-1997.

7 Jane Dammen Mc AuliffeEncyclopaedia of the Quran
(Leiden: Brill, 2001), vol. IV, p. 235.



The object is to create as much as mischief as possible among the
immature and gullible by showing the seeds of doubt, cynicism, and
scepticismg. However, now we must admit that some of orientalists have
tried to be objective in their research, especially since the European

Enlightenment.

M. M. Al-Azami has given nice explanations in his worke
History of Qur'anic Text from Revelation to Compilation: A Comparative
Study with the Old and New Testamé&mam his introductory remarks, al-
Azami makes no attempt to hide his intention to face the challenges
coming from orientalist. The book itself was written to argue against
them. Mustafa al-Azami points out that orientalists’ claims about the
Qur'an were completely misguided. His attention to pre-‘Uthmani codices
are also mentioned here, include th&:‘awwidhatani in codex of lbn

Mas‘ud and we are going to discuss it in this thesis.

In this topic, theMu‘awwidhatani in the codex of Ibn Masd, M.
M. Al-Azami answering back accusations from an orientalist named
Arthur Jeffery. Arthur Jeffery claims that Ibn Mad's codex differs from
the ‘Uthmani codex in arrangement, text, and by omitting some surahs. M.
M. Al-Azami said that what had been said about Ibn MasVas false and

unjustified.

& Maryam JameelaHslam and Orientalisn{india: Adam Publisher, 1997), p.
166.

° M. M. Al-Azami, Sejarah Teks al Quran dari Wahyu sampai Kompilasi;
Kajian Perbandingan dengan Perjanjian Lama dan Perjanjian Beanslated by Sohirin
Solihin (Jakarta: Gema Insani, 2005), p. Xiii.



This research is important because according to Jeffery the codex
of Ibn Masud is a primary codex that is very controversial and Mustafa
al-Azami himself has given much attention on it. He discussed it in one
big chapter of his booklThe History of Quranic Text From Revelation to
Compilation: A Comparative Study with The Old and New Testaffieist
research will help us better understand Mh&awwidhatn/ in codex of
Ibn Mas‘ud which is still debatable in Muslims’s society and Orientalists’
as well, and also will give us an example of al-Azami’s style in countering

Orientalists’ views on it.

Muhammad Mustafa al-Azami%s work is unique in its
presentation, style, and holistic approach. He did his best to defend the
authenticity of Qur'an and Islam. But we have right to critisize and it is
not our intention to either malign or dishonour the status of this great

person.

B. Problem Statements
1. What are the ideas of M. M. al-Azami aWu‘awwidhatani (al-Nas
andal-Falag) in the codex of Ibn Mast?
2. Is M. M. al-Azami consistent in his ideas & ‘awwidhatani (al-Nas

andal-Falag) in the codex of IbMMas‘ud?

10 Further we call him al-Azami to make it easy in writing.



C. Purposes and Significances
1. Purposes
a. To understand the ideas of M. M. al-Azami on the
Mu‘awwidhatani (al-Nas and al-Falag) in the codex of Ibn
Mas‘ud.
b. To evaluate the consistency of M. M. al-Azami in his ideas on
Mu‘awwidhatani (al-Nas and al-Falag) in the codex of Ibn

Mas‘ud.

2. Significances
a. To contribute data in Islamic studies about the history of the
collection of the Qur'an especially related to e ‘awwidhatani (al-

Nas and al-Falag) in the codex of Ibnilas‘ud.

b. This research is hoped to develop Islamic studies especially in study

of history of Qur'an.



D. Methodology

1. Data Collection

This research is a research in which texts constitute its object. In this case,
datas are collected from both primary and secondary sources. The primary
work is M. M. Al-Azami’s work, The History of Quranic Text From
Revelation to Compilation: A Comparative Study with The Old and New
Testamentwhereas secondary sources include books, and articles that deal
with the history of the Qur'an compilation, especially Me‘awwidhatni in

the codex of Ibn Masd.

2. Data Analysis

The descriptive and critical analyses are used for this study. The
descriptive analysis is concerned with the description of data, whereas the
critical refers to a body of techniques for investigating phenomena, acquiring

new knowledge, or correcting and integrating previous knowledge.

3. Inference Strategies

To infer all the information in this research we use deductive and
inductive strategies. Trough the deductive strategy, the researcher applies the
general ideas to the spesific ones. Sometimes this is informally called a “top

down” strategy. The inductive one means that the researcher makes general



conclusions from spesific data obtained in the reseHrtiformally we might

call it a “bottom up” strategy.

E. Literature Review

A literature review is an interpretation and synthesis of published
research on a particular field and should provide the reader with a statement of
the major questions and issues related to the field under study. On that note,
this literature review is preceded by a discussion of the questions and issues

surrounding thé/u‘awwidhatani in codex of Ibn Masid.

We must admit until now many people try to do research in Quranic
studies especially in the history of collection of the Qur'an. Some of them are
motivated by desirability to prove the authenticity of the Qur'an, and some
because of inexpediency among many narrations related to the history of the

Quran.

M. M. al-Azami is an Indian Muslim scholar who always assist to
prove the authenticity of the Quran. It was proved in his Wit History of
Quranic Text From Revelation to Compilation: A Comparative Study with The
Old and New Testamenthis expansive book provides unique insights into

the holy text's immaculate preservation throughout its history, as well as

95.

1 M. Dahlan al-Barry & Pius A. Partanto, Kamus Iimiah Populer (Surabaya: Arloka), p.



exploring many of the accusations levelled against it, and al-Azami devotes an
entire chapter to discuss the so called codex of lbn éWdafhapter 14),
addressing claims that it differs from the ‘Uthmani codex in arrangement, text,

and by omitting some surahs.

Richard Bell in his workintroduction to the Qur'alf explain about
the history of the Quran starting with the social context in Arab and ended by
the ideas of orientalists. In the third chapter, this work specifically explain
about the history of the text of the Qur'an and we will find an explanation

about pre-‘Uthmai codices, include the codex of Ibn Mad!

Another work was done by Imam 3dlalddin al-Suyui, Samudera
Ulumul Qur'an® This work has a wide range sucha8ab al-nuzil, nasikh-
mansukh, takhsis, gira‘ah, the situation of revelation, and the miracles of the
verses of Quran. This book also discussed the problems which appeared in
codification of Qu'ran in ‘Uthman bin ‘Afin era, include the problems in

codex of Ibnu Masid.

An Approach to the Quranic Scien¢éshis book offers deep insight
into the facts of the Qur'an, nature of revelation, difference of readings,

miracles of the Qur'an, different approaches to ttfet, and includes a

12\W. Montgomery WattBell's Introduction to the Qur'an(Edinburgh: University Press,
1970).

13 Jabluddin al-Suwfi, Samudera Ulum al-Qur'ariranslated by Farikh Marzugi Ammar
(Surabaya: Bina limu, 2006).

14 Muhammad Tagi UsmanAn Approach to the Qur'anic Scienceanslated by Dr. M.
S. Siddiqui (New Delhi: Adam Publishers and Distributors, 2007).
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rebuttal of the Orientalists' criticism of the Qur'an. And we can find an

explanation about Ibn Magi and theViu‘awwidhatani in chapter six.

The good work was done by Ibn Hajar al-Asgabn the titleFath al-
Bari *® which explains very clearly every hadith from Rasul, and of course the
hadith that is talking about thdu‘awwidhatani in the codex of Ibn Masd.

This book really help in writing my thesis.

F. Chapter Divisions

| have chosen to divide my work into five chapt&hkapter Onejs an
introduction. There are several parts to the introduction: the background of
research, problem statements, purposes and significances, methodology,

literature review, and chapter divisions.

Chapter Two it contains biography of M. M. al-Azami. Starting with
his birth home town, his education, and his works, hopefully we know this

Indian scholar well.

Chapter Threeit contains the biography of ‘Abdullah bin Mad‘and
his codex. Also | will describe the occasion of the revelation of the

Mu‘awwidhatni.

Chapter Four,in this chapter | will explain and examine the ideas of

M. M. al-Azami on the Mi‘awwidhatani in codex of Ibn Masid. And it will

15 |bn Hajar al-Asqaini, Fath al-Bari, CD ROMal-Maktabah al-Shadah.
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be ended by criticizing his ideas to know the strengths and the weaknesses.
But before that | will describe first the opinion of Arthur Jeffery regarding the
Mu‘awwidhatni in codex of ‘Abdullah bin Masid because al-Azami also

starts with his opinion in his worl he History of the Qur'anic Text

Chapter Five, it is concluding remaks and | will present my
conclusions as well as questions about the ideas of M. M. al-Azami on the

Mu‘awwidhatani and his consistency in his ideas.



CHAPTER YV
CONCLUDING REMARKS
A. Conclusion

However, since Muslim tradition asserts that a single man transmitted
the Quran to his followers we therefore would not expect to find any
confusion regarding the contents and arrangement of the Quran. Yet
Orientalists’s examination demonstrated that there was mass confusion
concerning the exact contents and order of the Muslim scripture. Al Azami
is one of muslim scholars who tried to answer their doubts but it seems to

me there is muslim scholarly bias in his explanations.

The analysis of the data in chapter four has lead me to the conclusion
that al-Azami just wants to protect our belief but a contradiction appears
from his views since he failed to explain the reason why ‘Abdutiin
Mas'ud did not write the last two surddu‘awwidhatani in his codex. He
rejects the narrations that tell us about this story and knowing that they

have good chains.

al-Azami usesanad and matn criticism to examine the narrations
concerning the ommission of theu‘awwidhatani. al-Azami rejects the
narrations because one of the narrators of those reports, named al-A’'mash,
was not a good person, he was in Shiite sect. As i said before, in the

chapter four, there is no problem in scholar's views regarding the
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narrators. And what al-Azami said about al-A‘'mash was nothing because
Shiite Muslims are also our brothers. In addition, al-A‘mash was not in all
those narrations. He was only in the second narration and the three others

are good.

Al-Azami in hismatncritism said that the narrations are lies because it
is impossible if ‘Abdulih bin Mastd as a close companion did not write
the Mu‘awwidhatani in his codex as all companions did. In my opinion, we
do not have to reject the narrations because there can be several
explanations why ‘Abdudlh bin Masud did not write theMu‘awwidhatani
in his codex and it can not be concluded that he did not consider them to
be part of the Qur'an. We can say he did not write them down in his codex
by his intention. As we know Abdalh bin Mastd also did not writeal-
Fatihah in his codex as the opening surah, so it is not strange if he did not
write the Mu‘awwidhatani as the closing surahs. In addition, these three

surahs were very easy to remember.

However, we must admit that Mustafa al-Azami really did a good work
in answering Orientalists’s accusations. And as we know all Muslims
really appreciate all his works. Eventhough, we still find biased views in

him.
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B. Suggestion

1. As a muslim we have to believe in Qur'an and Hadith, because those
two things are the source of Islamic teachings. And researchs
regarding them will help us to gain more knowledge and to increase
our iman.

2. This research focuses on al Azami’'s opinion abdutawwidhatni in
Abdullah bin Masid’s codex. And there are still many subjects that
can be examined since only few people has done research regarding al-
Azami’s views.

3. Also some of al-Azami’s researchs maybe left many questions still, so
it is our duty to continue the researchs or even examine them.

4. We have to be selective to take someone’s idea. Do not follow anyone
blindly. It can not be denied that some Muslim scholars have biased

ideas and so do Orientalists.

Finally I thank Allah because of His mercies and blessing this research
can be done. | do know this research is far from perfect, and if anyone
want to give me suggestion | will be more than happy. And also | do hope

this research is useful for me and the other researchers.
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