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Background: Why is speaking skill important?

= One of the basic problems in foreign language teaching is to prepare
learners to be able to use the language (Bygate, 1987).

= Productive skill such as speaking is an observable evidence of language
acquisition (Torky, 2000)

= Speaking is an important mode of communication for EFL learners.



Background: Why is speaking challenging?

= Speaking skill is regarded one of the most difficult aspects of language learning
(Zhang, 2009; Leong & Ahmadi, 2017).

= Four main factors that cause difficulty in speaking (Ur, 1996):

1.Inhibition

2.Nothing to say.

3.Low or uneven participation.
4 Mother-tongue use.



Background: How to overcome the problem?

= Project-based Learning (PBL) which allows students to learn by doing in an
extended project that requires authentic language use (Fragoulis, 2009) is a
potential method for speaking.

= Studies show that PBL can improve English speaking skill (Gaer, 1998; Maulany,
2013; Poonpon, 2017)

= Some speaking activities such as drilling and storytelling, picture-cued, question
and answer, discussion and games, and role play have proved successful to
improve speaking skill (Maulany, 2013)



Background: Why is speech important?

= Speech as a form of public speaking that helps convey ideas
effectively to others.

= Students can participate in English speech contests at a high school
level.




Research Purpose

= To explore the ways in which speech project improve high school
student’s speaking skill and attitudes toward English learning?




Research Methods

= Research Design: Mixed method (quantitative and qualitative )

= Data Source: Class X students of a private Islamic high school in
Yogyakarta (3-month project)




Research Methods
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Research Methods

= Research Variables: PBL method (free variable) and student’s English
speaking competence and attitude change (bound variable)

= Data Collection Technique: Observation, interview, and documentation

= Data Analysis Method: Interactive analysis model (Miles & Huberman,
2014) to analyze the qualitative data.



Findings & Discussion
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Findings & Discussion: Speaking skill
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Findings & Discussion: Attitude toward English learning

= Based on the interview with the students at the end
of program, this research found that there was a
significant increase in student's attitude toward English
learning:

- More confidence when speaking in English

- More active participation during the class

- More comfortable to work in a team



Conclusion

“ Project-based learning through speech project at high school

could help improve not only the student’s speaking skill but also
their attitude toward English learning.

= Speech project allows students to practice developing and
organizing their ideas, about a particular topic of their interest.

= Speech project done with a partner is beneficial for first year
students, as well as for students with basic level of English as they
feel less burdened.



Conclusion

“ Project-based learning with a real speech contest makes students

more motivated to try their best as it gives them a context of using the
language.

= PBL within a three-month period for a speech project might be
insufficient. An extended duration is needed.
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