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Verily, with the hardship, there is relief 
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ABSTRACT 

Language deviation is the use of language that deviates from the natural and 

standard language commonly used. Language deviation is used by the author with 

the aim of achieving a beautiful effect. In poetry, the language deviation exists, as 

in the poems From Darkness Into Light. This study aims to examine the types and 

roles of language deviation in selected poems From Darkness Into Light by Helwa. 

This research uses qualitative descriptive methods. The data collection method in 

this research is observation. The data source of this study is ten selected poems 

From Darkness Into Light by Helwa with Sugiyono's analysis technique with stages 

including, collecting data, data display, then conclusions. Based on the results of 

the study, the types of language deviations found by researchers are graphological 

deviations and semantic deviations. The results of the study found a total of twenty-

six language deviations, namely thirteen graphological deviations and thirteen 

semantic deviations. Graphological deviations appear mostly in the misuse of 

capital letters in the middle of the line. Semantic deviation occurs mostly through 

semantic oddity, transference meaning and honest deception.  

Keywords: Language deviation, Stylistic, Literary Work, Poetry Collection, 

A.Helwa. 
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LANGUAGE DEVIATIONS IN FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT 

SELECTED POEMS BY A. HELWA 

Oleh: Dwi Ratna Sari 

20101050028 

ABSTRAK 

 

Deviasi bahasa adalah penggunaan bahasa yang menyimpang dari bahasa yang 

wajar dan baku yang lazim digunakan. Deviasi bahasa digunakan oleh pengarang 

dengan tujuan mencapai efek keindahan. Dalam puisi, deviasi bahasa muncul, 

seperti dalam puisi-puisi From Darkness Into Light. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

mengkaji jenis deviasi bahasa dalam puisi-puisi pilihan From Darkness Into Light 

oleh Helwa. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif. Metode 

pengumpulan data dalam penelitian ini adalah observasi. Sumber data penelitian ini 

adalah sepuluh puisi pilihan From Darkness Into Light oleh Helwa dengan teknik 

analisis dari Sugiyono dengan tahapan antara lain, mengumpulkan data, data 

display, kemudian kesimpulan. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, Jenis-jenis deviasi 

bahasa yang ditemukan oleh peneliti adalah deviasi grafologi dan deviasi semantic. 

Dari hasil penelitian ditemukan sebanyak dua puluh enam deviasi bahasa, yaitu tiga 

belas deviasi grafologi dan tiga belas deviasi semantik, Deviasi grafologis paling 

banyak muncul pada kesalahan penggunaan huruf kapital di tengah baris. Deviasi 

semantik paling banyak terjadi melalui semantik oddity, pemindahan makna, dan 

honest deception.  

Kata kunci: Deviasi Bahasa, Stilistika, Karya Sastra, Kumpulan Puisi, A.Helwa. 
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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 

Literary works are personal human expressions that describe experiences, 

thoughts, feelings, ideas, passions, and beliefs through images of life. This 

expression uses language tools and is conveyed in written form to attract readers 

(Lafamane, 2020). Literary works are the result of the author's imaginative 

creations expressed through the medium of language. Literary works are a form 

of art that uses language as the main medium to express ideas and experiences 

(Nurgiyantoro, 2020, p. 137). Language is a means to express literature. One of 

the characteristics of literary language is the aim to achieve the effect of beauty. 

Writers create literary works by using beautiful language styles to attract 

readers' attention.  

Poem is one of the literary works. According to Cambridge Dictionary, 

poem is a piece of writing in which the words are arranged in separate lines, 

often ending in rhyme, and are chosen for their sound and for the images and 

ideas they suggest. The language in poem is often different from the everyday 

language used in previous literary works. This happens when the author creates 

a work by choosing words that are in accordance with their aesthetic views, in 

accordance with Jacobson's theory of the function of romance language, 

especially the aesthetic or poetic function.  

According to Mukarovsky, aesthetic function has a universal nature and 
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expresses focusing on the percipient to the sign itself (Varečková, 2014, p. 152). 

Aesthetic function is used to attract readers with the beauty of words contained 

in literary works. Aesthetic function is related to the author's poetic license used 

in creating literary works, especially poetry. 

The poet has poetic license, which is the stance to ignore the rules and 

conventions of the language as most users of the language do (Leech, 1991, p. 

37). Poetic license is the poet's right to create literary language according to his 

aesthetic insight even if it deviates from the rules. In poem, there is language 

that is made to deviate from the commonly used language, this term is called 

deviation. The term deviation was introduced by the Russian formalists. Leech 

(1973, p. 42-52) found eight types of linguistic deviations in English poetry, 

namely lexical, semantic, grammatical, phonological, graphological, historical, 

dialectical, and register deviations. 

Helwa is one of the authors who has 15 years of experience writing about 

Islam and self-development. Her popular blog @quranquotesdaily and her 

international bestseller Secret of Divine Love helped many people in 

accompanying their spiritual journey to gain divine love. From Darkness to 

Light is one of her first poetry collections that attracted a lot of attention from 

Helwa's loyal readers. In this poetry collection, Helwa uses a beautiful language 

style and is full of messages for people who are on a journey of spiritual 

deepening.  

The researcher believes that there are many uses of language deviation in 

the poems of From Darkness Into Light. This study aims to examine the types 
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and roles of language deviation in Helwa's From Darkness Into Light poems. A 

total of ten poems were used as data sources to represent the entire collection 

of poems From Darkness Into Light. This study uses a qualitative descriptive 

method. Purposive sampling was conducted to optimize the representation of 

the nine types of deviation in order to reduce the number of poems, which will 

obtain a clearer focus on the literary elements so that the researcher can see the 

various writing styles, typography, and themes present in the poetry collection. 

1.2 Research Question 

 

Based on the background of this study above, the researcher formulates 

the problem as  follow: 

What are the types of language deviations found in Helwa's selected poems? 

1.3 Objectives Study 

 

Based on the problem above, the objectives of this study are: 

 

To describe the form of language deviation found in Helwa's selected poems. 

poems. 

1.4 Scope of Study 

 

Based on the research objectives mentioned above, it is important to 

limit the scope of discussion in this study. The scope of this study is focused 

Geofrey Leech’s theory of language deviation in English poetry. The researcher 

focuses on analyzing the use of the types of language deviations found in A. 

Helwa’s poems. The researcher used ten poems from A. Helwa’s poetry 

collection entitled From Darkness Into Light. 



4 

 

 

1.5 Significance of Study 

 

This research aims to identify the types of language deviations in the 

poem From Darkness to Light by A. Helwa. The researcher hopes that this 

research will be useful for poetry enthusiasts, by understanding the use of 

language deviations and writing styles used by writers to create aesthetic effects 

that can arouse the emotions and imagination of readers.  

1.6 Literature Review 

 

This study focuses on the language deviation contained in the poem 

From Darkness Into Light by A. Helwa. The researcher focuses on poetry 

research, but there are several similar studies related to this study. The 

researcher read some of them and found similarities and differences with 

previous studies. 

The first is study by Iffani (2022). This first study discusses the 

aesthetic functions and deviations contained in Agha Shahid Ali's selected 

poems. The similarity between the first study and this study is that both 

examine the deviation in a poem. The difference between this study and the 

first study is the object used in the study. The first study used Agha Sahid 

Ali’s poems while this study used Helwa’s poems. 

The second study is the research by Latifah et al (2023). This second 

study aims to describe functional aesthetics at the level of phonology, syntax, 

and semantics. The second study equation with this study is to examine the 

aesthetic function and deviation, while the difference lies in the object used, 

the third study uses advertising as an object, while this study uses poetry as 
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the object of study. 

The next is the study by Ibrahim et al (2020). This third study examines 

semantic deviation in two poems; an Arabic poem by Al-Sayyab The 

Detective and an English poem by Eliot Ash-Wednesday. The similarity 

between the fourth study and this study is that it examines deviation in poetry, 

but the fourth study focuses more on semantic deviation, while this study 

examines all types of deviation. 

The next study is by Khairussibyan and Tamara (2020). The purpose of 

this research is to describe the form of Semantic Deviation in The Form of 

Maximization in The Poetry Collection of Binatang Kesepian dalam 

Tubuhmu by Ilda Karwayu and its implication in language learning in high 

school. The similarity between the fourth research and this research is that 

they both examine language deviation in poetry. The difference between the 

fourth study and this study is that this study focuses on 9 types of language 

deviation in Leech's theory, while the fifth study only focuses on one type of 

semantic deviation. In addition, the difference between this study and the fifth 

study is the difference in the object of research, this study uses the poem From 

Darkness Into Light by Helwa as the object of research, while the fifth study 

uses the poem Binatang Kesepian dalam Tubuhmu by Ilda Karwayu as the 

object of research. 

It can be concluded that some previous studies have similarities from 

the parts of theory used by the researcher. The difference between this study 

and previous studies this study focuses on 8 forms of deviation, in contrast to 



6 

some previous studies that only focus on one form of deviation. Then another 

difference is in the object chosen, this research uses a book of poetry 

collection by Helwa entitled From Darkness Into Light. 

1.7 Theoretical Approach 

This research will use Geoffrey Leech's theory of language deviation. 

The purpose of this study is to find the deviation and the role of deviation 

contained in the poetry collection From Darkness Into Light by A. Helwa. 

The author, in writing a poem, has the right to ignore the rules of language 

with his aesthetic insight. The author's right is called poetic license. Leech 

(1991) asserts that the poetic license possessed by each deviant author is 

related to the element of creativity which is ultimately used to empower 

language to be able to express and represent the various experiences of each 

author.  

Deviation is the use of language that deviates from its rules. Deviation 

is a linguistic phenomenon that has an important psychological effect on the 

reader (or listener) and is more likely to attract attention (Leech, 1973). These 

deviations are intended to obtain special effects, in stylistics these effects are 

aesthetic effects. From the explanation above, the researcher concludes that 

there is a connection between language deviation and aesthetic effects. To 

obtain the effect of the beauty of a poem, the author has a right whose use 

deviates from the rules and conventions of language that are natural and 

commonly used.  
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These deviations are called language deviations. In English poetry, 

Leech found eight forms of deviation: lexical, grammatical, phonological, 

graphological, semantic, dialectical, register, and historical deviations (Leech, 

1973, p. 42-52). Grammatical deviation consists of two aspects of structure, 

morphological structure and syntax. The researcher uses Geofrey Leech's 

theory to examine the language deviation written by A. Helwa into the beauty 

of the wording in the selected poems in the poetry collection book From 

Darkness Into Light by A. Helwa. 

1.8 Method of Research 

1.8.1 Type of Research 

This study uses descriptive qualitative research methods. According to 

Ahmadi (2019, p. 3) qualitative research is research that is based on narration 

and description of data. Qualitative research is a method of collecting the data, 

analyzing, and reporting writing disagreeing with the conventional (Creswell, 

2002). 

According to Abdussamad (2021, p. 3) qualitative research methods are 

used to examine the condition of natural objects with the researcher as the 

main instrument. Qualitative research method is related to this study because 

the researcher wants to analyze and describe the language deviation of the 

poem where the data already exists in the form of a poem. The researcher will 

use a descriptive qualitative research method because the researcher wants to 

analyze and describe the language deviations of Geoffrey Leech’s theory that 

are used in the verse in A. Helwa's poems From Darkness Into Light. 



8 

 

 

1.8.2 Data source 

The data source of this study is from the verses in ten selected poems 

entitled From Darkness Into Light by A.Helwa. This book was published in 

2022 by Naulit Publishing House. A. Helwa’s poem entitled From Darkness 

Into Light consists of 199 pages. The author of the poetry collection From 

Darkness Into Light is A. Helwa. A.Helwa is a writer who has inspired her 

readers through her poetic, love-based approach to spirituality. From 

Darkness Into Light is a collection of spiritual poems inspired by the love of 

Allah, the spiritual secrets of the Qur'an, and the enlightening insights of the 

prophets. 

1.8.3 Data Collection Technique 

The researcher uses descriptive qualitative research methods with an 

observation data collection to analyze and describe the language deviations 

contained in the verse in the poem From Darkness Into Light. The researcher 

uses observation, which involves seeing, reading, and analyzing the poems. 

In collecting the data, the researcher used a purposive sampling method. 

According to Sugiyono, "Purposive sampling is a sampling technique with 

certain considerations." (2016, p. 85). The researcher uses purposive sampling 

techniques because not all samples in this study can be studied and analyzed, 

so this study only uses samples that are relevant and related to the research 

objectives.  

This study discusses the deviation contained in the poetry collection 

book From Darkness Into Light by A. Helwa. In this study, there are 25 poems 
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in the poetry collection book From Darkness Into Light. The first step taken 

by the researcher is to read the 25 poems contained in the poetry collection 

book From Darkness Into Light. Furthermore, the researcher determines the 

poems to be selected based on the criteria that must be met by the samples 

used in this study.  

Based on the above criteria, the researcher will pick ten poems in the 

book From Darkness Into Light and use the theory by Geofrey Leech to 

analyze the deviation that is contained in the verse of the ten poems. The 

researcher chose ten of A. Helwa's poems because the researcher found that 

A. Helwa has written some unique verse structures and some of the stanzas 

contain deviations from the standard language provisions in English. 

1.8.4 Data Analysis Technique 

In analyzing the data, the researcher used Sugiyono (2015, p. 338) data 

analysis technique to find the deviation in A. Helwa's poems. The first thing 

the researcher does is observe and collect data before analyzing the data. 

There are three steps that will be used in this study: 

1. Data collection 

Data collection is an important step used when collecting data to be 

analyzed (Sugiyono, 2015). The researcher collects the data using A. 

Helwa's book entitled From Darkness to Light. The data consists of ten 

selected poems by A. Helwa. 

2. Display data 

Display data is data obtained and then presented in the form of charts, brief 
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descriptions, narratives, and relationships between categories and others 

(Sugiyono, 2015, p. 341). The researcher will display A. Helwa's poems 

and the data findings derived from A. Helwa’s poems. It is presented in the 

form of a narrative. The researcher will observe the data before 

documenting the data acquired. Then, the researcher will analyze the data 

using language deviation by Geoffrey Leech's theory. 

3. Conclusion 

Conclusion is the last step in this study’s process to give meaning to the 

data analyzed (Sugiyono, 2015, p. 345). The researcher concluded the 

findings of the deviation data in A. Helwa's poetry by using Geofrey Leech 

theory. 

1.9 Paper Organization 

This study consists of four chapters. The first chapter is an introduction 

that includes background, research questions, objectives study, scope of 

study, significance of study, literature review, theoretical approach, method 

of research, and paper organization.  

The second chapter presents the theoretical framework. The third 

chapter contains findings and discussion, which analyzes deviations in A. 

Helwa's poetry from the book From Darkness into Light. The final chapter 

presents conclusions and suggestions. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION 

4.1 Conclusion 

Based on the previous chapter, the researcher used Geoffrey Leech's theory of 

language deviation. The researcher found language deviation in the poetry 

collection From Darkness Into Light by Helwa. The researcher chose ten poems to 

examine the use of language deviation. Language deviation in the ten poems is 

shown by the use of meaning aside, and capitalization that deviate from the rules of 

language rules. From the nine types of language deviation according to Leech's 

theory, namely lexical deviation, phonological deviation, dialect deviation, 

historical deviation, graphological deviation, semantic deviation, syntactic 

deviation, morphological deviation, and register deviation, the researcher found two 

types of deviation used by Helwa in the ten selected poems. The types of language 

deviation found by the researcher are graphological deviation and semantic 

deviation. Graphological deviation often occurs in the use of capital letters in the 

middle of the line, one of which is found in the words Divine and Decree. Semantic 

deviation occurs through semantic oddity, transference of meaning and honest 

deception. Semantic oddity is achieved through the use of pleonasm, tautology, 

periphrasis, oxymoron and paradox. Transference of meaning occurs through the 

use of metaphor and simile. While, honest deception only occurs through the use of 

hyperbole.  

The researcher comes to the conclusion that the four different forms of linguistic 

deviation found in Helwa's ten poems From Darkness Into Light are intended to 
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draw the reader in by creating aesthetic effect through the use of meaning aside, 

and capitalization from the rules of language. 

4.2 Suggestion 

At the end of this study, the results found in this study are the types and roles of 

language deviation found in ten poems selected by Helwa. The researcher used the 

theory of language deviation by Geoffrey Leech. However, this study is far from 

perfect. So, for future study, the researcher suggests to future researchers to further 

expand the focus of research not only on one theory of language deviation but can 

be from other theories and expand the object of research from various other media. 
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