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CONTEXTUAL MEANING IN POEM
MUHAMMAD WAS A PUNK ROCKER

By: Larasati Sukarno Putri

ABSTRACT

This study aims to describe the contextual meaning in the poem entitled
“Muhammad was a Punk Rocker”. The poem ‘“Muhammad was a Punk Rocker”
has an interesting lyrics due to the uncommon lyrics from the ordinary language
in real life. To find out the meaning that author wants to convey, it is necessary to
look at the contextual meaning of the poem in order to get better understanding of
the reasons or background of a poem. This study used descriptive qualitative
research. The researcher avails Pateda’s theory to analyze the data. The study
showed that, there are thirty two lyrics that have contextual meaning.
Furthermore, the results of this research there area nine lines for the context of
person, there are nine lines for the context of situation, two lines for the context of
place, three lines for the context of time, four lines for the linguistic contextand
there are five lines for the context of object. Based on the whole discussioon, the
poem of Muhammad was a Punk Rocker” portrays the life of Prophet Muhammad
though the lens of Punk Rocker.

Keywords: Poem, Contextual Meaning, Pateda's Theory, and Punk Rocker

Xi



CONTEXTUAL MEANING IN POEM
MUHAMMAD WAS A PUNK ROCKER

Oleh: Larasati Sukarno Putri

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini berfokus pada makna kontekstual dalam puisi yang berjudul
“Muhammad was a Punk Rocker”. Puisi “Muhammad was a Punk Rocker”
memiliki lirik yang menarik karena tidak sesuai dengan kehidupan nyata. Untuk
mengetahui makna yang ingin disampaikan penulis, maka perlu melihat makna
kontekstual puisi tersebut agar dapat lebih memahami alasan atau latar belakang
puisi “Muhammad was a Punk Rocker.” Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan
deskriptif kualitatif dan didukung dengan studi literatur seperti buku dan jurnal
untuk mendukung analisis penelitian. Peneliti menggunakan teori Pateda untuk
menganalisis data. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa terdapat tiga puluh dua
lirikk yang mempunyai makna kontekstual. Selanjutnya, untuk konteks persona,
ada sembilan baris puisi; lalu sembilan baris untuk konteks situasi, dua baris
untuk konteks tempatnya, tiga baris untuk konteks waktu, empat baris untuk
konteks bahasa dan terdapat lima baris untuk konteks objek. Berdasarkan hasil
dari keseluruhan diskusi, puisi “Muhammad Was a Punk Rocker”
menggambarkan kehidupan Nabi Muhammad SAW melalui kaca mata Punk
Rocker.

Kata Kunci: Puisi, Makna Kontekstual, Teori Pateda, Punk Rocker
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CHAPTER
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

In daily activities, language can be used to convey ideas and feelings
directly or implicitly. Chaer (2012, p. 33) says language may represent a system of
symbols and sounds that are arbitrary, conventional, meaningful, universal,
productive, varied, and dynamic. It also can be used as a tool for social interaction
and serve as the speaker's identity. In addition, Devitt & Hanley (2006, p. 1) argue
that language is an expression that serves as a means of communication in a range
of situations and contexts. This is the situation where a language used in literary

works with implicit meaning.

To learn the meaning of a language, it is necessary to study semantics.
Semantic is the branch of language science that focuses on language meaning.
Larson & Sega (1995) define semantics as an aspect of linguistics that specializes
in the study of meaning. In addition, Zainurrahman (2015) explains semantics
regarding the meaning of a sentence, stating that "meaning" is defined as the
intended idea or message that is intended, expressed, or symbolized through
language. Giving a complete theoretical explanation of every linguistic occurrence

connected with meaning is its primary goal.

A meaning that emerges from the interaction of language and situation is
known as contextual meaning. Contextual meaning is a meaning in language that
is suitable to the context of the circumstance as it is. As defined by Chaer (2012,

p. 289) contextual meaning is the meaning of words or lexemes in the context of



the situation, place, time, and environment in which language is employed. It may
affect the meaning of context. As stated in Lyons (1984) contextual meaning also
describes how a word's meaning changes depending on the context in which it is
used. The context might change the meaning of a statement. For example from the
word “clown”. Clown is a make-up person who polishes his face with thick
powder in various striking colors. But the meaning of a clown in context love is
someone who tries to give the best to their partner, but their efforts are not

appreciated. A meaning based on context is known as contextual meaning.

When someone talks or writes, the meaning of words is frequently
influenced by how they used in particular phrases and contexts in addition to their
lexical definitions. Such as, it is essential to take into account the context of a
word or statement in order to completely comprehend its meaning. This provides a
correct interpretation of the speaker's or writer's intended message and helps
prevent misunderstandings. One of the artistic forms for expressing a wide range

of emotions, sentiments, and life experiences is poem.

Poem is a verbal work that consistently employs linguistic forms. Suroto
(2001, p. 40) mentions that poem is a brief, direct, and literary type of writing that
expresses the poet's emotions, ideas, and feelings via all of their rich, imaginative,
and creative linguistic talents. In order to gain more understanding of the
motivations or backgrounds of the poem, it is important to consider the contextual

meaning of the poem to determine the meaning that the author wants to express.



The poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker is a poem in a novel entitled
The Tagwacore by Michael Muhammad Knight which published in 2003 in
America. The lyrics to the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker uses a difficult
term. The poet typically utilize uncommon lyrics for a specific reason, such as
using a theme to express their sentiments. As stated by Ardalinda (2022), some
writers wish to keep the content of their work a secret in order to compel readers
to consider it more carefully. This means that the lyrics may represent the writer's
feelings. The poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker deviates from the reality-
based usage of language. Since the reader may understand this issue differently, it

1s necessary to assess the problem in terms of contextual meaning.

The language used in the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker is
conveyed by using the term punk rock in it. The use of language with the term
punk rock in the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker will make it difficult for

readers to understand the meaning of the poem. As in one of the lyrics:

Uncle doesn t play the game

The lyrics above if seen from the understanding of words or sentences it has the
meaning uncle does not play games, but if seen from the contextual meaning that
can be connected to the place, time and environment of language use, the lyrics
have a deeper meaning, namely Uncle is not on the same path as Muhammad. It

can be seen from the lyrics, this poem uses implicit language.

Therefore, the researcher has a desire to examine the contextual meaning

of the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker. The aim of this study is to determine



how readers understand the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker. In addition in
examining the contextual meaning, the researcher avails as additional information
from a variety of sources, including the Qur'an, Islamic history, and prophetic

hadiths, to describe the poem.

1.2 Research Questions

Based on the background that has been described above, this study

formulates several research questions as follows:

1. What are the types of contextual meanings in the poem Muhammad was a
Punk Rocker?

2. How do the readers realize the contextual meaning of the poem
Muhammad was a Punk Rocker?

1.3 Objective of Study

Based on the problems above, the objectives of study in this research are

mentioned as follows:

1. To identify the types of the contextual meaning in the poem Muhammad
was a Punk Rocker.

2. To describe the realization of the contextual meaning of the reader of the
poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker.

1.4 Scope of Study

The scope of this research focuses on the contextual meaning theory. This

research uses the contextual meaning theory of Pateda’s theory (2010) to find



meaning in the poem entitled Muhammad was a Punk Rocker by Michael

Muhammad Knight.

1. 5 Significance of Study

The researcher expects this study can give the benefit in some aspects,
theoretically and practically. Theoretically, the results of this research are
expected to provide a better understanding for both researcher and readers in the
study of semantics, especially contextual meaning. The researcher hopes the
readers of the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker can understand the contextual
meaning of the poem. Practically, this study can help readers understand
semantics more deeply, especially the contextual meaning. Furthermore, it can be
used as a reference to semantic analysis. This research can be used as a reference
material for readers when conducting similar research because this research
analyze the meaning of poetry with supporting data from Islamic history and the

Qur’an is still rare.

1.6 Literature Review

The researcher has some previous studies for this research. There are
similarities and differences among them. The researcher used that information as
the ground for this research project to do further.

The first research is a study by Hasanah (2020). This research used a
qualitative descriptive method by observing the song and focused on analyzing
the lexical and contextual meaning of a song by looking at the values contained in
the Koran. This study found a word's meaning in lexical analysis can vary. For

example, the keyword "words" in Peace and Blessings can indicate language,



speech, promises, signs, or teachings. Furthermore, since the context of meaning
in question is Sunnah, it will be connected to the Qur’an principles that underpin
the song's lyrics, namely an-Nur (24): 54, which contains Sunnah principles and
responsibilities. Despite discussing the same topic, it is tied to the song lyrics and
follows the Prophet's sunnah.

The second research is conducted by Adawiyah (2014). Her research
studies the contextual meaning in selected Raef's song lyrics on Mercy album with
a contextual meaning theory of Pateda. Her research employs a descriptive
qualitative method, and the information she used comes from the internet.
Documents and observation are used as the data collection methods in this study.
According to the her findings, there are twenty-nine words or phrases in those
songs that have contextual meaning. Her investigation also uncovered four
different contexts. They are the situational context, speaker or listener mood, time
context, and purpose context.

The third is a study by Sucihati (2021). Her research centered on
examining the lexical and contextual significance of news articles in newspapers.
Since the researcher was going to examine and interpret a sports article as the
research object, this study used a descriptive qualitative methodology. The first
step in gathering the data was reading sports articles in the Jawa Pos daily. The
researcher then investigated and examined the data, came to a decision, and chose
the sport article after thoroughly understanding its content. The study's findings
are: (1) each word's lexical meaning in sports articles is intended to draw readers

to the newspaper or other media, and (2) each word's lexical meaning may be



examined using contextual meaning to help the reader understand the news's
context.

The fourth research is performed by Bahtiar (2018). He used Pateda’s
cotextual meaning theory, this study aims to understand the meaning theory of
those two songs in their contexts. The study’s finding show 26 lyrics, consisting of
words, phrases, and sentences with contextual meaning from those two songs.
Nine of the discovered data are from the lyrics of the song “Apologize”, and
seventeen are from the song “Counting Stars.” Three various contexts are used to
categorize the seventeen data from “Counting Stars” They are contexts of
situation, contexts of purpose, and contexts of speaker or listener mood. While
those nine data found in the Apologize song lyrics are divided into three types of
context. They are context of purpose, contexts of contexts of Speaker or Listener
mood, and contexts of time. Overall, there are 4 contexts found in those two
songs. They are context of purpose, contexts of situation, contexts of Speaker or
Listener mood, and contexts of time.

There are differences between all those research studies above and the
current research. The current research focuses on finding out the types of
contextual meanings that exist in Muhammad was a Punk Rocker song lyrics by
Michael Muhammad Knight. This research used qualitative descriptive method
same with all the previous reserarch. There is a difference with previous
researchers that is using a different contextual meaning theory, whereas this study

uses Mansoer Pateda’s theory (2010). Furthermore, the other one research by



Bahtiar (2018) that use the same theory, which is Pateda’s theory, but different in
the object of research.

1.7 Theoretical Approach

This research concerned with the study of meaning in semantics. In
semantic studies, there are sub-chapters that study meaning contextually. Chaer
(2002) argues a lexeme or word's context determines its meaning. The scenario, or
the place, time, and setting in which the language is employed, can also be related

to context's meaning.

There are various meaning theories in semantics, but the researcher’s focus
in this study using Pateda’s (2010) theories of contextual meaning. Pateda (2010,
p. 116) states the relationship between speech and context gives rise to contextual
meaning. The context is known to occur on various kinds. There are various types
of context; context of person include something that relates to the gender, speaker
position, the age of speaker or listener, the social background of speaker or
listener. Context of situation include the safety situation and noisy. Context of

purpose include ask and expect something.

Context of formal means the speaker force the listener to look for the word
which has accordance with the speaker’s formality. Context of mood’s speaker or
listener include afraid, joy, and irritated. Context of times include night, evening,
morning, and afternoon. Context of place include in school and in front of mall.
Context of object means what is that become a conversation object. Context of

speech fitting means how speaker constructs the words. Context of language



means whether the language is used in accordance with the rules. Contextual
meaning could be regarded as situational meaning. It gives an explanation that the
meaning of words or sentences considers the relationship between speech and

context.

1.8 Research Method

1.8.1 Type of Research

This research used descriptive qualitative method. The descriptive
qualitative is used in the study to explain the contextual meaning of the
poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker from the novel entittled Tagwacores.
Cresswell (2000, p. 157) said qualitative researchers themselves gather
data by looking through examining documents, observing behavior, or
conducting interviews. Although they might employ a procedure or tool to
collect data, the information is really gathered by the researchers. The
qualitative method is suitable for this research because this research

analyze data in poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker.

1.8.2 Data Source

The data of the study comes from a novel entitled Tagwacores
where the opening of the novel contains a poem entitled Muhammad was a
Punk Rocker. This novel is the work of Michael Muhammad Knight which
was released in 2003 in America. To support the data analysis, this study

uses additional sources such as journals, and the internet, historical books
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which are relevant to the research to find out the context of the situation of
the poem. The secondary data are two interpretations from the readers to
see the different interpretations of the poem Muhammad was a Punk
Rocker. Cresswell (2000, p. 157) also said qualitative research is a form of
interpretive inquiry in which researchers make an interpretation of what
they see, hear, and understand. With the readers, the participants, and the
researchers all making interpretations, it is apparent how multiple views of
the problem can emerge. This research looks at how reader interpret the
poem to get a differences interpretation in poem Muhammad was a Punk

Rocker:

The researcher selected the data of poem’s interpretation from
readers with the criteria that the readers have good English language skills
and knowledge in interpreting a poem. So the researcher chose these two
readers who are students majoring in English literature. To show a
difference in interpretation from the reader, the researcher chose two
readers with different knowledge about punk rockers. By asking the same
questions, it can be seen that reader A is a fan of punk rock subculture,
because he listens to punk rock music, knows punk rock figures, has punk
rock merch such as rancid stickers attached to his guitar. While reader B

has no knowledge about punk rock at all.
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1.8.3 Data Collection Technique

In data collection, the researcher uses documentation technique.
According to Sugiyono (2015, p. 329), technical documentation is a
method used to obtain data and information in the form of books, archives,
documents, written numbers and images in the form of reports and
information that can support research. Documentation is used to collect
data and then review it. The reasearcher extracted the poem Muhammad
was a Punk Rocker appears in the novel Tagwacores that writen by
Michael Muhammad Knight. This poem consist of twenty eight lines.
Michael Muhammad Knight wrote this book, which was published in
America in 2003. For supporting data, the researcher used Al Qur'an
books, journals, and the internet, which are relevant to the research, the
researcher found in a library or source on the internet by reading various
kinds of literature. The researcher also gets data from readers; the
researcher needs interpretation from readers to see the realization of the
readers about the Muhammad was a Punk Rocker’s poem. Inderawati
(2019) argues that reader responses have high subjectivity and freeing
readers to interpret various literary works without limits. The researcher
found two readers who had different backgrounds to get their
interpretation results. After the researcher found two readers, the
researcher gave the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker and instructed

two readers to read the poem, then the readers interpreted lyrics of the
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poem per stanza. The results of this interpretation are used as secondary

data in this research.

1.8.4 Data Analysis Technique

Data analysis is a process search and organize systematically the
data obtained from the results interviews, field notes, and documentation,
by way of organizing data into categories, break down into units,
synthesize, arrange into patterns, choose which ones are important and
which will be studied, and draw conclusions so that they are easily
understood by oneself and other people (Sugiyono, 2016, p. 244).There are

some steps for data analysis, they are:

a. The researcher analyzes the lyrics of each word and line of the
poem by looking at the meaning of the words to identify the
words in each lyric based on the type.

b. The next classify the lyrics into some types based on Pateda’s
theory, they are context of person, context of situation, context
of purpose, context of formality, context of mood, the context of
time, the context of place, the context of object, the context of
context of completeness of speech and hearing devices,
linguistic context, and language context.

c. The next, the researcher describe the contextual meaning by
looking the description based the historical books, Qoran and

Hadith, and journal
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1.9 Paper Organization

There are four chapters in this study. The first chapter consists of the
background of the study, research questions, objectives of the study, the
significance of the study, literature review, theoretical approach, method of
research, and paper organization. Then, a theoretical framework from Pateda’s
theory is presented in the second chapter. Data findings and an analysis of the
poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker are presented in chapter three. The fourth

chapter serves as the conclusions and suggestions.



CHAPTER 1V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

4.1 Conclusion

In this chapter, the researcher presents the conclusion of the research uses
Pateda's theory to convey the findings of the study on the contextual meaning of
the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker. The researcher found thirty two words
or phrases in the poem's lyrics that have contextual meaning through analysis.
Furthermore, the study identified four distinct categories of contextual meaning
found in the poem: nine contexts of person, nine contexts of situations, two
contexts of place, three context of time, and five contexts of object, and four
linguistic context.

From the aforementioned analysis, the predominant types of contextual
meaning used in the Muhammad was a Punk Rocker poem are context of person
and context of situation. This suggests that the poem aims to elucidate the life of
Muhammad as a prophet of Islam and the situational context of his story.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the contextual meaning in the poem
Muhammad was a Punk Rocker is the portrays the life story of Muhammad with
the imagery of a punk rocker, reflecting the author's identity as a member of the
punk rock subculture.

Additionally, the study looked at how readers interpret the contextual
meaning of the poem Muhammad was a Punk Rocker. There was a clear
distinction between reader A's and reader B's interpretations. Knowing the punk

rock subculture, Reader A focused to understand the punk rock symbolism that the
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poem included. However, reader B, who was not familiar with the punk rock
subculture, focused on the author's portrayal of Muhammad and talked about the
motivations behind it. The difference in how readers interpret the poem
emphasizes how readers' prior knowledge affects how they comprehend it.
4.2 Suggestion

The researcher has some recommendations for the future researchers. First,
while this study focuses on the contextual meaning of the Muhammad was a Punk
Rocker’s poem, the future researchers are encouraged to explore other elements of
this poem, such as its literary devices, themes, or cultural significance. Second,
the researcher hopes that the future researchers in a similar field of contextual
meaning can consider investigating different texts or artworks using diverse
theoretical frameworks. This way can lead to a richer understanding of contextual

meaning across various contexts and disciplines.

The last, the researcher encourages readers to use this research as a
reference for their own studies on contextual meaning. By engaging with the
findings and methodologies presented here, readers can have deeper
understanding on how contextual meaning operates in literary works. Overall, the
researcher hopes that this research serves as a valuable contribution to the field of

contextual meaning studies and inspires further exploration in this area.
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